
On Conversion as Our Aim

leave arousing and converting work to others, whom it judges to be
unsound, writes its own condemnation.

Again, brethren, if we wish to see souls saved, we must be wise as to
THE TIMES when we address the unconverted. Very little common sense
is spent over this matter. Under certain ministries there is a set time for
speaking to sinners, and this comes as regularly as the hour of noon. A
few crumbs of the feast are thrown to the dogs under the table at the

.close of the discourse, and they treat your crumbs as you treat them,
namely, with courteous indifference. Why should the warning word be
always at the hinder end of the discourse when hearers are most likely
to be weary? Why give men notice to buckle on their harness so as
to be prepared to repel our attack? When their interest is excited, and
they are least upon the defensive, then let fly a shaft at the careless, and
it will frequently be more effectual than a whole flight of arrows shot
against them at a time when they are thoroughly encased in armour
of proof Surprise is a great element in gaining attention and fixing a
re~ark upon the memory, and times for addressing the careless should
be chosen with an eye to that fact. It may.be very well as a rule to seek
the edification of the saints in the morning discourse, but it would be
wise to vary it, and let the unconverted sometimes have the chief labour
ofyour preparation and the best service of the day.

Do not close a single sermon without addressing the ungodly, but
atthe same time set yourself seasons for a determined and continu
ous assault upon them, and proceed with all your soul to the conflict.
On such occasions aim distinctly at immediate conversions; labour to
remove prejudices, to resolve doubts, to conquer objections, and to drive
the sinner out of his hiding-places at once. Summon the church mem
bers to special prayer, beseech them to speak personally both with the
concerned and the unconcerned, and be yourselfdoubly upon the watch
to address individuals. We have found that our February meetings at
the Tabernacle have yielded remarkable results: the whole month be
ing dedicated to special effort. Winter is usually the preacher's harvest,
because the people can come together better in the long evenings, and
are debarred from out-of-door exercises and amusements. Be well
prepared for the appropriate season when 'kings go forth to battle'.
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