
The Nature and Unity of the Church

us think ofEph. 4: 13: 'till we all come in the unity ofthe faith'.
But while spurious unity is to be condemned, the lack ofunity among

churches ofChrist which profess the faith in its purity is a patent viola
tion of the unity of the body of Christ, and of that unity which the
prayer ofour Lord requires us to promote. We cannot escape from the
implications for us by resorting to the notion of the invisible church.
The body ofChrist is not an invisible entity, and the prayer ofJesus was
directed to the end that the world might believe. The unity prayed for
was one that would bear witness to the world, and therefore belonged
to the realm of the observable. The implications for visible confession
and witness are unavoidable.

It is to be admitted that the fragmentation and lack ofco-ordination
and solidarity which we find within strictly evangelical and Reformed
Churches create a difficult situation, and how this disunity is to be
remedied 'in the unity of the Spirit and the bond ofpeace' is a task not
easily accomplished. But what needs to be indicted, and indicted 'with
vehemence, is the complacency so widespread, and the failure to be
aware that this is an evil, dishonouring to Christ, destructive of the
edification defined by the apostle as 'the increase of the body into the
building up ofitselfin love' (Eph. 4:16), and prejudicial to the evange
listic outreach to the world. If we are once convinced of this evil, the
evil of schism in the body of Christ, the evil of disruption in the com
munion of saints, then we have made great progress. We shall then be
constrained to preach the evil, to bring conviction to the hearts of
others also, to implore God's grace and wisdom in remedying the evil,
and to devise ways and means ofhealing these ruptures, to the promo
tion of united witness to the faith ofJesus and the whole counsel of
God.
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