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192 TRUE NATURE OF A GOSPEL CHURCH.

profess the Scripture to be the word of God, and avow an assent
unto the revelations made therein, yet, by the conceptions of their
minds, and misunderstanding of the sense of the Holy Spirit there-
in, they may embrace and adhere unto such errors as may cut them
off from all communion with the catholic church in faith: such are
the denial of the holy Trinity, the incarnation of the Son of God, his
divine person or office, the redemption of the church by his blood,
the necessity of regeneration by his Spirit, and the like. And they
may also add that of their own unto their professed belief as shall
exclude them from communion with the catholic church: such are
the assertions of traditions as equal with the written word, of another
head of the church besides the Lord Christ, of another sacrifice be-
sides what he once offered for all, and the like. But where any are
preserved from such heresies on the one hand and the other, there is
no more, required unto communion with the whole church, as unto
faith in general, but only the belief before described.

3. This communion of churches in falth consists much in the prin-
cipal fruit of it, namely, prayer. So is it stated, Eph. ii. 18, “ For
through Christ we have access by one Spirit unto the Father.” And
that therein the communion of the catholic church doth consist
the apostle declares in the following verses, 19-22, “ Now there-
fore,” etc.; for prayers in all churches having one object, which is God
even the Father, God as the Father; proceeding in all from one and
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