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but the emphasis rather is that the Spirit is the source or cause
of wisdom. After the mention of the Spirit three pairs of qualities
are stated, and we are reminded of the seven-branched candlestick
and the three pairs of arms which proceeded from it.

Wisdom and perception - Gifts of the Spirit, which have to do
with the realm of theoretical power. None of the terms employed
is entirely exclusive of the others, and all together denote true
piety or fear of God. Wisdom belongs to Goel and is derived
from Him. It is the ability to render right decisions at the right
time so that one may act in accordance with the right. It includes
therefore intelligence, but it comprehends far more than that.
Certainly the Messiah is intelligent, but this word suggests that
He also has the ability rightly to appraise situations and to render
right decisions in all matters.

Perception - Refers to insight into the true nature of things,
and this, in particular, as it has respect· to the human heart. Of
Christ we read, "And needed not that any should testify of man:
for he knew what was in man" (John 2:25). "And Jesus increased
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man" (Luke
2:52).

Counsel and might - Here we enter the practical sphere. The
Messiah can discover wisdom and so advise and contrive that
all his decisions are the manifestation of wisely laid plans. In
every given case this King chooses the right means and renders
the right decisions. Together with such counsel there was present
a power to carry out His wise decisions. We are reminded of the
beautiful names of the Messiah in 9:6, where the terms "counsellor"
and "mighty" are found in close conjunction. Our Lord was
spoken of as "-a prophet, mighty in deed and word before God and
all the people" (Luke 24:19b). Having chosen the right means
and made the right decisions, the Messiah exhibits a firmness and
constancy in executing these decisions.

Knowledge and the fear of the Lord - Here we meet the
content of the Messiah's gifts. This knowledge has to do with
the theoretical sphere but it includes more, for "The fear of
Yahweh is the beginning of knowledge" (Prov. 1:7). There can
be no knowledge unless one knows God, for knowledge comes from

from one another. " ... none of these terms is entirely exclusive of the
others. Wisdom, understanding, the knowledge of God, the fear of God,
are all familiar scriptural descriptions of religion or piety in general"
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