
Our PublicPrayer

PRAY WHEN YOU PROFESS TO PRAY, AND DONTTALK ABOUT IT. Business
men say, 'A place for everything and everything in its place;' preach in
the sermon and pray in the prayer. Disquisitions upon our need ofhelp
in prayer are not prayer. Why do not men go at once to prayer ~ why
stand beating about the bush; instead of saying what they ought to do
and want to do, why not set to work in God's name and do it? In down
right earnestness, address yourself to intercession, and set your face
towards the Lord. Plead for the supply of the great and constant needs
of the church, and do not fail to urge, with devout fervour, the special
requirements of the present time and audience. Let the sick, the poor,
the dying, the heathen, the Jew, and all forgotten classes of people, be
mentioned as they press upon your heart.

Pray for your people as saints and sinners - not as ifthey were all saints.
Mention the young and the aged; the impressed and the careless; the
devout and the backsliding. Never turn to the right hand or to the left,
but plough on in the furrow ofreal prayer.Let your confessions ofsin and
your thanksgivings be truthful and to the point; and let your petitions be
presented as ifyou believed in God and had no doubt as to the efficacy
ofprayer: I say this, because so many pray in such a formal manner as to
lead observers to conclude that they thought it avery decent thing to pray,
but, after all, a very poor and doubtful business as to any practical result.
Pray as one who has tried and proved his God, and therefore comes with
undoubting confidence to renew his pleadings: and do remember to pray
to God right through the prayer, and never fall to talking or preaching
- much less, as some do, to scolding and grumbling.

As A RULE, IF CALLED UPON TO PREACH, CONDUCT THE PRAYER·YOURSELF,

and if you should be highly esteemed in the ministry, as I trust you
may be, make a point, with great courtesy, but equal firmness, to resist
the practice of choosing men to pray with the idea of honouring them
by giving them something to do. Our public devotions ought never to
be degraded into opportunities for compliment. I have heard prayer and
singing now and then called 'the preliminary services', as if they were but
a preface to the sermon; this is rare I hope among us ~ ifit were common
it would be to our.deep disgrace. I endeavour invariably to take all the
servicemyself for my own sake, and I think also for the people's. I do not
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LECTURES MY STUDENTS

believe that 'anybody will do for the praying'. No, sirs, it is my solemn
conviction that the prayer is one of the most weighty, useful, and hon
ourable parts of the service, and that it ought to be even more considered
than the sermon. There must be no putting up ofanybodies and nobodies
to pray, and then the selection ofthe abler man to preach. It may happen
through weakness, or upon a special occasion, that it may be a relief to
the minister to have some one to offer prayer for him; but if the Lord has
made you love your work you will not often or readily fulfil this part of it
by proxy. Ifyou delegate the service at all, let it be to one in whose spir
itualityand present preparedness you have the fullest confidence; but to
pitch on a giftless brother unawares, and put him forward to get through
the devotions is shameful.

Shall we serve heaven with less respect
Than we do minister to our gross selves?'

Appoint the ablest man to pray, and let the sermon be slurred sooner
than the approach to heaven. Let the Infinite Jehovah be served with our
best; let prayer addressed to the Divine Majesty be carefully weighed,
and presented with all the powers of an awakened heart and a spiritual
understanding. He who has been by communion with God prepared to
minister to the people is usually ofall men present the most fit to engage
in prayer; to layout a programme which puts up another brother in his
place, is to mar the harmony of the service, to rob the preacher of an
exercise which would brace him for his sermon, and in many instances
to suggest comparisons between one part of the service and the other
which ought never to be tolerated. Ifunprepared brethren are to be sent
into the pulpit to do my praying for me when I am engaged to preach,
I do not see why I might not be allowed to pray, and then retire to let
these brethren do the sermonizing. I am not able to see any reason for
depriving me of the holiest, sweetest, and most profitable exercise which
my Lord has allotted me; if I may have my choice, I will sooner yield up
the sermon than the prayer. Thus much I have said in order to impress
upon you that you must highly esteem public prayer,and seek ofthe Lord
for the gifts and graces necessary to its right discharge.

1 Shakespeare, Measurefor Measure, Act II, Scene II.
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