
TO MY STUDENTS

churches. I have always been accustomed to conduct religious services
in the way I have thought most suitable and edifying, and I never have

heard so much as a word of objection, although I trust I can say I live
on the dearest intimacy with my officers; but a brother minister told me

this morning, that on one occasion, he prayed in the morning service at
the commencement instead of giving out a hymn, and when he retired
into the vestry, after service, the deacons informed him that they would

have no innovations.
We hitherto understood that Baptist churches are not under bondage

to traditions and fixed rules as to modes of worship, and yet these poor

creatures, these would-be lords, who cry out loudly enough against a
liturgy, would bind their minister with rubrics made by custom. It is
time that such nonsense were for ever silenced. We claim to conduct
service as the Holy Spirit moves us, and as we judge best. We will not

be bound to sing here and pray there, but will vary the order of service
to prevent monotony.

Mr Hinton, I have heard, once preached the sermon at the com
mencement of the service, so that those who came late might at any

rate have an opportunity to pray. And why not? Irregularities would
do good, monotony works weariness. It will frequently be a most
profitable thing to let the people sit quite still in profound silence for two
or five minutes. Solemn silence makes noble worship.

True prayer is not the noisy sound
That clamorous lips repeat,
But the deep silence of a soul

That clasps Jehovah's feet.

Vary the order of your prayers, then, for the sake of maintaining

attention, and preventing people going through the whole thing as a
clock runs on till the weights are down.

liARY THE LENGTH OF YOUR PUBLIC PRlfYERS. Do you not think it would be
much better ifsometimes instead ofgiving three minutes to the first prayer

and fifteen minutes to the second, you gave nine minutes to each? Would
it not be better sometimes to be longer in the first, and not so long in the
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Our Public Prayer

second prayer? Would not two prayers oftolerable length be better than
one extremely long and one extremely short? Would it not be as well to
have a hymn after reading the chapter, or a verse or two before the prayer?
Why not sing four times, occasionally? Why not be content with two
hymns, or only one, occasionally? Why sing after sermon? Why, on the
other hand, do some never sing at the close of the service? a prayer
after sermon always, or even often, advisable? Is it not sometimes most
impressive? Would not the Holy Spirit's guidance secure us a variety at
present unknown? Let us have anything so that our people do not come
to regard any form ofservice as being appointed, and so relapse into the
superstition from which they have escaped.

"EilRY THE CURRENT OF YOUR PRAYERS IN INTERCESSION. There are. many
topics which require your attention; the church in its weakness, its back
slidings, its sorrows, and its comforts; the outside world, the neighbour
hood, unconverted hearers, the young people, the nation. Do not pray
for all these every time, or otherwise your prayers will be long and prob
ably uninteresting. Whatever topic shall come uppermost to your heart,
let that be uppermost in your supplications. There is a way of taking a
line ofprayer, ifthe Holy Spirit shall guide you therein, which will make
the service all of a piece, and harmonize with the hymns and discourse.

It is very useful to maintain unity in the service where you can; not
slavishly, but wisely, so that the effect is one. Certain brethren do not
even manage to keep unity the sermon, but wander from Britain to
Japan, and bring in all imaginable subjects; but you who have attained
to the preservation of unity in the sermon might go a little farther, and
exhibit a degree of unity in the service, being careful in both the hymn,
and the prayer, and the chapter, to keep the same subject prominent.

commendable is the practice, common with some preachers,
renearsinz the sermon in the last prayer. It may be instructive to the

that is an object altogether foreign to prayer. It is stilted,
SCflOl,lSIlC, and unsuitable; do not imitate the practice.

would avoid a viper, KEEP FROM ALL. A1TEMPTS TO WORK UP

FERVOUR IN PUBLIC DEVOTION. not labour to seem earnest.
your heart dictates, under the leading of the Spirit of God, and
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