
Our Public Prayer

especially as they become .less frequent every day. We seldom now
meet with the vulgarities of prayer which were once so common in
Methodist prayer-meetings, much commoner probably by report than
in reality. Uneducated people m.ust,when in earnest, pray in their own
way, and their language will frequently shock the fastidious if not the
devout; but for this allowance must be made, and ifthe spirit is evidently
sincere we may forgive uncomely expressions. I once, at a prayer-meet
ing, heard a poor man pray thus: 'Lord, watch over these young people
during the feast time, for thou knowest, Lord, how their enemies watch
for them as a cat watches for mice.' Some ridiculed the expression, but
it appeared to me to be natural. and expressive, considering the person
using it. A little gentle instruction and a hint or two will usually prevent
a repetition of anything objectionable in such cases, but we,who occupy
the pulpit, must be careful to be quite clear ourselves.

biographer ofthat remarkable American Methodist preacher,Jacob
Gruber, mentions as an instance ofhis ready wit, that after having heard
a young Calvinistic minister violently attack his creed, he was asked to
conclude with prayer, and among other petitions, prayed that the Lord
would bless the youngman who had been preaching, and grant him much
grace, 'that his heart might become as soft as his head'. To saynothing of
the bad taste ofsuch public animadversion upon a fellow minister, every
right-minded man will see that the throne of the Most High is not the
place for uttering such vulgar witticisms. Most probably the young orator
deserved a castigation for his offence against charity, but the older one
sinned ten times more in his want ofreverence. Choice words are for the
King of kings, not such as ribald tongues have defiled.

ANOTHER FAULT EQUALLY TO BE AVOIDED IN PRAYER IS AN UNHALLOWED AND

SICKENING SUPERABUNDANCE OFENDEARING WORDS. When 'Dear Lord,' and
'Blessed Lord,' and 'Sweet Lord,' come over and over again as vain rep
etitions, they are among the worst of blots. I must confess I should feel
no revulsion in my mind to the words, 'Dear Jesus,' if they fell from the
lips of a Rutherford, or a Hawker, or a Herbert; but when I hear fond
and fam.iliarexpressions hackneyed by persons not at all remarkable for
spirituality, I am inclined to wish that they could, in some way or other,
come to a better understanding of the true relation existing between
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LECTURES MY STUDENTS

man and God. The word 'dear' has come from daily use to be so com
mon, and so small, and in some cases so sillyand affected a monosyllable,
that interlarding one's prayers with it is not to edification. The strongest
objection exists to the constant. repetition of the word. 'Lord,' which
occurs in the early prayers ofyoung converts, and even among students.
The words, '0 Lord! 0 Lord! 0 Lord!' grieve us when we hear them
so perpetually repeated. 'Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy
God in vain', is a great commandment, and although the law may be
broken unwittingly, yet its breach is still a sin and a very solemn one.
God's name is not to be a stop-gap to make up for our want of words.
Take care to use most reverently the name of the infinite Jehovah. The
Jews in their sacred writings either leave a space for the word 'Jehovah'
or else write the word, 'Adonai', because they conceive that holy name
to be too sacred for common use: we need not be so superstitious, but
it were well to be scrupulously reverent. profusion of 'ohs!' and other
interjections may be well dispensed with; young speakers are often at
fault here.

AVOID THAT KIND OF PRAYER WHICH MAYBE CALLED - though the subject
is one on which language has not given us many terms A SORT OF PER

EMPTORY DEMANDING OF GOD. It is delightful to hear a man wrestle with
God, and say, 'I will not let thee go except thou bless me,' but that must
be said softly, and not in a hectoring spirit, as though we could com
mand and exact blessings from the Lord of all. Remember, it is still a
man wrestling, even though permitted to wrestle with the eternal I AM.
Jacob halted on his thigh after that night's holy conflict, to let him see
that God is terrible, and that his prevailing power did not lie in himself
We are taught to say, 'Our Father,' but still it is, 'Our Father who art in
heaven.' Familiarity there may be, but holy familiarity; boldness, but the
boldness which springs from grace and is the work of the Spirit; not the
boldness of the rebel who carries a brazen front in the presence.of his of
fended king, but the boldness ofthe child who fears because he loves, and
loves because he fears. Never fall into a vainglorious style ofimpertinent
address to God; he is not to be assailed as an antagonist, but entreated
with as our Lord and God. Humble and lowly let us be in spirit, and so
let us pray.
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