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and another manner than that which he exhibits to his fellow courtiers,
so should it be with us. We have noticed in the churches of Holland,
that as soon as the minister begins to preach every man puts his hat on,
but the instant he turns to pray everybody takes his hat off: this was the
custom in the older Puritanic congregations ofEngland, and it lingered
long among the Baptists; they wore their caps during those parts of the
service which they conceived were not direct worship, but put them
off as soon as there was a direct approach to God, either in song or in
prayer.

I think the practice unseemly, and the reason for it erroneous. I have
urged that the distinction between prayer and hearing is not great, and I
feel sure no one would propose to return to the old custom or the opinion
ofwhich it was the index; but still there is a difference, and inasmuch as
in prayer we are more directly talking with God rather than seeking the
edification of our fellow men, we must put our shoes from off our feet,
for the place whereon we stand is holy ground.

LET THE LORD ALONE BE THE OBJECT OF YOUR PRAYERS. Beware of hav
ing an eye to the auditors; beware of becoming rhetorical to please the
listeners. Prayer must not be transformed into 'an oblique sermon'. It
is little short of blasphemy to make devotion an occasion for display.
Fine prayers are generally very wicked prayers. In the presence of the
Lord of hosts it ill becomes a sinner to parade the feathers and finery
of tawdry speech with the view of winning applause from his fellow
mortals. Hypocrites who dare to do this have their reward, but it is one
to be dreaded. A heavy sentence of condemnation was passed upon a
minister when it was flatteringly said that his prayer was the most elo
quent ever offered to a Boston congregation. We may aim at exciting
the yearnings and aspirations of those who hear us in prayer; but every
word and thought must be Godward, and only so far touching upon
the people as may be needful to bring them and their wants before the
Lord. Remember the people in your prayers, but do not mould your
supplications to win their esteem: look up, look up with both eyes.

AVOID ALL VULGARITIES IN PRAYER I must acknowledge to having
heard some, but it would be unprofitable to recount them, the more
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