
GENERAL DIRECTIONS. 307

deeply feels his own guilt as a sinner, and the infinite value of the

blessings which he comes before God to ask, will of course be

earnest in his supplications. The breathings of such a soul, in

communion with God, will exhibit the warmth of pious feeling,

in the direct language of confession, petition, or praise. I say

direct language, for good men are sometimes so didactic in

prayer, that they seem to be instructing their Maker, rather

than asking blessings from him. Or if they mean to give in-

struction to their fellow worshippers, they forget that the proper

place for this is the sermon, and not the prayer.

The didactic manner in prayer, often arises from mere want

of skill or taste, in the form of expression employed. A man

sometimes says, for example,—" Our life is short, our work is

great,—we know not what a day may bring forth ; "—" teach

us then so to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto

wisdom." But thoughts which are no part of a petition, and on-

ly incidental to it, should be expressed not in the didactic or

affirmative, but in the incidental way ; thus,—" While we are

so often admonished that our time is short, and our work

great, and while we know not what a day may bring forth,

—teach us so to number our days, that we may apply our hearts

unto wisdom."

Now the "surest method of avoiding all the defects in ex-

pression, to which I have just alluded, is to make a free use of

scriptural phraseology. This has important advantages over any

language of our own. It is familiar to all ; it inspires reverence
;

it bears repetition, without becoming trite or tedious. Addison,

whose taste deserves much respect, on such a subject, says

;

" There is a certain coldness in the phrases of European lan-

guages, compared with the oriental forms of speech. The En-

glish tongue has received innumerable improvements from an

infusion of Hebraisms, derived out of the practical passages in

holy writ. They warm and animate our language, give it force

and energy, and convey our thoughts in ardent and intense

phrases. There is something in this kind of diction, that often

sets the mind in a flame, and makes our hearts burn within us.
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