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wliich slumbers in speaking to God, and wakes up in speaking

to men, has but a false and factitious warmth, which in its influ-

ence on other hearts, is totally different from the genuine glow

of religious feeling. There may be reasons why a man should

be fervent in his devotions, and yet fail of delivering an interest-

ing sermon. But the converse is a much more rare occurrence,

namely, that the hearers are disappointed by an impressive and

powerful sermon, from the same lips that had just uttered a dull

and formal prayer. If you would be a successful preacher, you

must not fail essentially, in public prayers.

2. If you would pray well in public, you must be a de-

vout MAN. This is by far the most important advice that be-

longs to the subject ; indeed if this one point is attained, all

other directions are comparatively needless. The habit of a

man's piety is every thing as to his devotional performances in

the pulpit. To expect that he will be fervent in these, if he

neglects communion with God from day to day, is just as unrea-

sonable as to expect that the racer will win the prize on the day

of trial, if his limbs are crippled by want of exercise, every oth-

er day of the year.

thoughts, and to the most agreeahlc manner of arranging and ex-

pressing them. And may my heart he inflamed with pious affec-

tions ; that divine trutiis coming warm from my own soul may more
easily penetrate into the souls of my hearers. May I rememher that

I am not to compose an harangue to acquire to myself the reputa-

tion of an eloquent orator ; but that I am preparing food for precious

and innnortal souls, and dispensing that sacred gospel which my
Redeemer brought from heaven, and sealed with his lilood. May I

therefore sincerely endeavor to give my discourse the most useful

turn ; and do thou direct me so to form it, as best to promote the

great pm-pose of Christian edification.

" And grant, O Lord, that I may receive present refreshment to

myself, and fiuure edification from the study of those divine truths 1

am entering upon ; and may tliis !)e one of the most delightful em-
ployments of my life. While I am watering others n)ay I be water-

ed myself also, and bring forth daily more and more fruit, ]iro|)or-

tionable to the advantages which I enjoy, to the glory of thy great

name, and the improvement of my everlasting felicity, through Jesus

Christ. Amen."
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