
Our Public Prayer

therefore I passon, only remarking that you will find the matter oflitur
gies ably handled by Dr John Owen, whom you will do well to consult
(A Discourse concerning Liturgies and Their Imposition, Owens liVorks,

vol. 15, Goold's Edition).l

BE IT OURS TO PROVE THE SUPERIORI1Y OF EXTEMPORE PRAYER BYMAKING IT

MORE SPIRITUAL AND EARNEST THAN LITURGICliL DEVOTION. It is a great pity
when the observation is forced from the hearer, Our minister preaches
far better than he prays: this is not after the model of our Lord; he
spake as never man spake - and as for his prayers, they so impressed his
disciples that they said, 'Lord, teach us to pray.' All our faculties should
concentrate their energy, and the whole man should be elevated to his
highest point of vigour while in public prayer, the Holy Ghost mean
while baptizing soul and spirit with his sacred influence; but slovenly,
careless, lifeless talk in the guise ofprayer, made to fill up a certain space
in the service, is a weariness ro-man, and an abomination to God. Had
free prayer been universally of a higher order a liturgy would never have
been thought of, and to ...day forms ofprayer have no better apology than
the feebleness of extemporaneous devotions.

The secret is that we are not so really devout at heart as we should
be. Habitual communion with God must be maintained, or our public
prayers will be vapid or formal. If there be no melting ofthe glacier high
up in the ravines of the mountain, there will be no descending rivulets
to cheer the plain. Private prayer-is the drill ground for our more public
exercises,neither can we long neglect it without being out oforder when
before the people.

OUR PRAYERS MUST NEVER GROVEL, THEY MUST SOAR AND MOUNT. liVE NEED

A HEAVENLY FRAME OF MIND. Our addresses to the throne ofgrace must
be solemn and humble, not flippant and loud, or formal and careless.
The colloquial form of speech is out of place before the Lord; we must
bow reverently and with deepest awe. We may speak boldly with God,
but still he is in heaven and we are upon earth, and we are to avoid
presumption. In supplication we are peculiarly before the throne of the
Infinite, and as the courtier in the king's palace puts on another mien

1 Reprinted London: Banner ofTruth, I 965.
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