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with 'cordial love and esteem. Remember
that praying for the king is part of the con
dition on which our toleration is granted.
Forget not magistrates and ministers j but
recollect of what great importance their
character and conduct is, and observe scrip.
ture expressions that may be properly ap
plied to any of these uses.

VIII. Remember the particular cases of
your hearers, and the immediate concerns
of the congregation. Here pray for the
aged and the young, and particularly for
the children of the flock. Pray for the
beads of families, and thus remind them of
their duty, the conscientious discharge of
which is of such vast importance to reli.
gion. Pray for' unconverted sinners, as
seeing them upon the brink of hell! Plead
earnestly for them; this is often the means
of awakening them; and in this respect,
wbile we are yet speaking, God appears to
hear. Remember tenderly the afflicted and
the tempted, and let particular cases have
a moderate share in your addresses; this
engages the affections of the people greatly,
and is often the means ofadministering sup
port.

IX. Let the blessed work of praise have
a large share in your prayers. This made
up much of the ancient liturgies, and is so
suited to the Lord's day, that it is a pity
that it is not more regarded. Labor to af.
fect your own hearts with a sense of God's
mercies to you at all times, and then you
will always be in a frame for this.

X. Use many scripture expi'essions in
prayer. They are peculiarly affecting, and
very proper; and the hearers also from tbe
beginning of them will know what they are
to expect; and thus one great objection
against extempore prayer will be removed.

XI. Take care that you are not too long
in prayer before the sermon. For this
purpose it is best to throw what relates to
the public into the last prayer, especially
when preaching in or about London; twen
ty minutes is generally enough, nor is fifo
teen too little. Let the last prayer beagree
able to the sermon j introduce the principal
thoughts and heads, but do not tum it into
a preaenmg prayer, nor repeat any pecu
liar fine passages of tbe sermon, lest you
should seem too fond of them. Rather in.
troduce some additional thoughts, which
you had not time to introduce in your ser
mono And if you pray at any time after
any of your brethren have been preaching,

suit your prayer as much as possible to
what you have heard; and, on the whole,
make it a kind of specimen to the people of
the manner in which sermons ought to be
prayed over by them.

xv.-PUBLIC PRAYER.
Ill' TIIII 1lJn'. R. IWIIJ'HIlIt1', I), 1)" raUIDIUlT or

AJlHIlUT OOLLBOIt, U...

I CANNOT dismiss the subject of your pul,
pit performances, without offering a few
hints upon prayer. Prayer, as the only
medium of communication between earth
and heaven, is an exceedingly important
part of public wOTShip. In your sermons,
you are \lie mouth of God to the people.
In your prayers, you are the mouth of the
people to God; and bow important, that
wben you rise up in the great congregation
to address the .. Hi~h and Lofty One who
inhabiteth eternity, ' your" lips should be
touched with a live coal from off his altar."
Were you an episcopal minister, the great
thing would be to read well. Having an
the llrayers before you in the liturgy, you
would of COUI'!lE' feel no anxiety in regard
to the matter. But as you are a presby
terian, and pray without a book, the case
is very differenL You are responsible for
the matter, as well as the manner. You
must compose your prayers either in the
study or in the pulpit.

Some theological teachers advise their
pupils to write out their prayers at first, and
commit them to memory. This method
has undoubtedly some advantages; and I
had much rather you would adopt it than
to go into the pulpit with a stammering
tongue, or without a serious premeditation.
But it seems to me liable to some weighty
objections. If you write and commit youi
prayers, when you enter the ministry, you
will be very apt to fan into a dull and for.
mal monotony. The words and sentences
which you have committed to memory and
repeated often, will occur to your mind, to
the exclusion of other and equally appro.
priate language. The consequence will
be, that you will never be likely to acquire
the power of expressing your thoughts free.
Iy and oopiously, on all the topics of pray.
er which will be suggested by the ever.
varying circumstances of your congrega.
tion. It appears to me, that the beUer W87
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492 ON THE COMPOSITION AND DELIVERY OF SERMONS.

fOr theological lItudents and,young pasto1'8
is, to prepare themselves, not by writing,
but by studying the scriptures, to pour out
their hearts to God, as the thoughts arise
m their minds. In this way, they will soon
be able to express themselves with lIuency
and propriety on all occasions and at the
shortest notice.

Am I right in thinking, that this branch
of education for the ministry is less attend
ed to than its importance demands1 I
confess it appears to me, that many of our
young ministers preach much better than
they pray. And may not the reason be
that preaching has some how come to be
thought a much more important branch of
public worship than prayer~ But is this a
right. view of the subject 1 Our fathers
did not think so. They laid great stresa
upon appropriate fervent prayer,1lnd were
remarkable for the apt and free use of scrip
ture in, their prayers. They seemed to
think, that the more of the Bible they could
bring in the better. Were they mistaken 1
Would the churches have been more edi
fied with their devotional exercises in the
sanctuary, if they had breathed out the de
sires of their hearts more in polished sen.
tences of their own, and less in the Ian.
guage of David, and Isaiah, and Paul'
Whether it is because some of the younger
brethren in the ministry, who preach ex
ceedingly well, intentionally avoid the use
of scripture in their prayers, or because it
is 80 much less familiar to them than it
was to the fathers, I shall not pretend to
say; but whatever may be the reason, the
difference is very striking indeed. Let
those who hear the greatest number of
preachers at home and abroad take partie
ular notice, and tell me whether I am
right or wrong in my impressions. Would
it perceptibly shorten some of their pray
ers, to take out of them every word of scrip.
ture which they contain 1

I hope that your prayers will be eminent
ly biblical, as well as fervent, eomprehen
sive, and appropriate. Nothing so enriches
the devotional exercises of the sanctuary as
the language of the inspired writers. Noth.
ing breathes into these exercises 80 much
of the breath of spiritual life. Nothing
elevates an assembly of devout worship,
pers so near to the gate of heaven. You
cannot study the word of God too diligent.
1y with reference to this particular object.
h was said of an eminently devoted minis,

ter of the Old South Church in the city of
Boston, that he committed the whole book
of Psalms to memory, 80 that he might al.
ways have at command an inexhaustibl..
store of the most appropriate language for
prayer. I would that every young minis
ter might be induced to do the same. The
task once entered upon would be delight
ful, and might be accomplished in less than
half a year. One of these hundred and
fifty sacred lyrics might upon an average
be committed daily without the least inter.
ference with other duties. This single ac
quisition would make you infinitely richer
than thousands of gold and silver.

The leadingand essential topics ofprayer
are invocation, ~oration, confession, peti
tion, and thanksgiving. All these should
be brought in every sabbath day, and you
will find yourself greatly assisted by some
thing like the methodical arrangement
which is here indicated. Sometimes you
will dwell longer upon one topic, sometimes
upon another, and sometimes you will find
it convenient, perhaps, to adopt a different
order. But ~ard to method you must al
ways have. If you commence without a
plan, you will be liable to wander, you
know not where, to fall into bewildering, if
not" vain repetitions," and to protract the
exercise to a tiresome length.

You will find it very much for your im
provement in the gift of prayer, to make
the chapter which you read in your family
devotions the main subject of the exercise,
in the way of confession, petition, or thanks
giving, as either of these topics may be
most distinctly suggested. You will also,
if my own experience does not deceive me,
derive much advantage to yourself, while
you impress scriptural truth more deeply
upon the hearts of your congregation, by
going over the leading topics of your last
sermon in prayer, while they are yet fresh
in the minds of all. For example, if yoo
preach on depravity, or faith, or repentance
in the forenoon, make that the burden of
your first prayer ia the afternoon. It is
well, I think, generally toconfine your morn
ing prayer chially to the state and wants
of your own people, and to reserve the oth,
er and more public topics for the evening.

Avoid· every thing like ostentation in
prayer. Let your language be simple and
child.like. Let your attitude be reveren
tial, all becomes a worm of the dust ad.
dreaing a Godof infinite majesty and po.
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my. Let the tones or your voioe be eol.
emn, but natural--supplicatory, but not
atrected. Let your enunciation be deliber
ate, but not drawling. Be careful not to
weary the congregation by the unre~na.

ble length of your prayers. On ordmary
occasions a quarter of an hour before the
l!Iermon, and two or three minutes at the
close, is probably as long as is profitable,
jbough I would by no lJIIeans have you al.
ways confine yourself to any definite limits.
Mucb will depend upon your own spiritual
frame and that of your people.

As helps to improvement in prayer, let
me recommend to you both WaUs and
Henry as invaluaWe. I do not see how a
young minister can do without them.

One suggestion more, and I have done.
Whenever you are called upon to make the
introductory, or conseorating, or concluding
prayer at an ordination, keep within your
own proper limits, both as to time and t0p
ics, For want of a due regard to this cau
tion, the whole ground is often gone over
two or three times. In almost every thing
but the name, the first prayer is the ordain
ing prayer, and it is wep if he who closes
the exercises does not go back and set the
candidate over the people for the third
time.

XVI.-PUBLIC PRAYER.

IT TUB ILB"••• PA&lIOKlI, LATlI 01' LBBDII.

,THIS subject has been hitherto most
criminally neglected amongst us, and the
advocates of forma of prayer have been
supplied with IIOme of their strongest argu
ments ~ainst what is denominated " free
prayer.' For theM reasonl I would now
call your attention to the importance I ,at.
tach to the proper discharge of this duty,
and to some advice founded on its import
ance.
, Why, I ask, in the first place, why
should all your attention to arrangement
and preparation, bedevoted to the sermon 1
I know you will not preach without think.
ing; then why pray without tbinking 1 Is
previous thought DeC8ISlU'y in your ad.
dresses to man, but wholly unneoeesary in
your supplications to God 1 I exhort you
to study variety in this exercille, and be
.duly attentive to the method. Let the10-

guage in which you addrell8 you1'gelf, be
such as becomes the divine Majetlty; avoid
all irreverent familiarity; and discard all
low and cant phraseclogy, with all those
hackneyed expressions which sound upon
the ear with freezing and deadening for.
mality.

Guard also against the use of unmean.
ing and contradictory expressions. For
instance, I have heard some brethren, who
after praying half an hour or more, alld
preaching an hour and ten or twenty min.
utes, and singing three hymns of accordant
lengtb,-I have heard such brethren, afte~

wearying the patience of a whole congre
gation by their prolixity, quaintly pray,
that" God would forgive their short com.
ings." Your own recollection will easily
furnish you with instances, equally illus
trative of the other particulars I have men
tioned.

But what shall be said of that spirit of
rancor-which lIO gTCllSly violates the spirit,
and perverts the designvof prayer 1 I am
ashamed to reflect upon the angry and vin.
dictive tanel'J, in which some are apt to ad.
dTell8 the God of love, whenever they hap
pen to be offimded with man. Whatever
you may suffer from the 80Curge of the
tongue, or any otherinstrument of a pel'll8.
cuting malignity, never let your suft8ringe
extort from you a word that would savor
of a retaliatory disposition. If we 01WJt
not to hint at private ~reements, (fis
pntes, and discords, in preaching the gospel
of peace, how much more cautious we
should be against this, when we publicly
supplicate the throne of grace! The man
who can be 80 overcome by an evil temper
as to " pray at" those who displeaee him,
is guilty of contemptible meannese and dis
gusting impiety.

Do not .preach in prayer. I mean not
to exclude the proper language of adora
tion, but you have no occasion to spend
your time in telling God what he is, how
many great and glorious perfections he pos
1IeSl'Je8, and in what manner he governs the
world; nor i. it neoeasary that you shonld
expatiate upon the doctrinal articles of your
oreed, or the institutions and obligations of
religion. And I .would further advise yon
not to pray specifically tor youraelfin pub
lic. Who can hear with devotional feel.
ing&, suoh language as this: "Lord, have
respect unto thy poor unworthy servant
wllo i8 DOW to lIpMk in thy name; look
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