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to-them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name,” John i 12, And it receives him according as
he is proposed-and exhibited unto us in the declaration and promise
of the gospel, wherein he is proposed; it receives him by the gracious
assent of the mind unto this truth, the choice of him, cleaving and
trusting unto him with the will, heart, and affection, for all the ends
of his person and offices, as the mediator between God and man: and
in the sacramental mysterious proposal of him, his body and blood,—
that is, in the efficacy of his death and sacrifice,—in this ordinance
of worship, faith acts the whole soul in the reception of him unto all
~ the especial ends for which he is exhibited unto us in this way and
manner. “What these ends are, which give force and efficacy unto the
actings of faith herein, this is not a proper place to declare.

1 have mentioned these things, because it is the great plea of the
Papists at this day, in behalf of their transubstantiation, that, ¢f we
reject their oral or carnal manducation of the flesh of Christ and
drinking of his blood, there cannot be assigned o way of participa-
tion of Christ, in the receiving of him in this sacrament, distinct
Jrom that which ts done in the preaching of the word. ~But hereby,
as we shall see, they only declare their ignorance of this heavenly
mystery. But of this blessed; intimate communion with Christ, and
participation of him in the divine institution of worship, believers
have experience unto their satisfaction and ineffable joy.  They find
him to be the spiritua] food of their souls, by which they are nourished
unto eternal life by a spiritual incorporation with him.
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@eason) Because there is a singular mystery in the sacramental union
that is between the external signs and the things signified,—whence
the one is called by the name of the other, as the bread is called the
body of Christ,—which faith discerns in the exhibition and receiving
of it, they have invented, for a representation hereof, such a prodigious
imagination, of the real conversion or transubstantiation of the sub-
stance of the bread and wine into the substance of the body and blood
of Christ, as overthrows all faith, reason, and sense also. And in the
room of that holy reverence of Christ himself, in his institution of this
ordinance, in the mystical exhibition of himself unto the souls of be-
lievers, in the demonstration of his love, grace, and sufferings for
them, they have set up a wretched image of an idolatrous adoration
and worship of the “ Host,” as they call it, to the ruin of the souls of
men. And—whereas the Lord Jesus Christ, “ by one offering, per-
fected for ever them that are sanctified,” appointing this ordinance
for the remembrance of it~—having lost that spiritual light whereby
they might discern the efficacy of that one offering, so long since ac-
complished, in the application of it by this ordinance unto the actual
perfecting of the church, they have erected a new vmage of it, in a
pretended datly repetition of the same sacrifice; wherein they profess
to offer Christ again for the sins of the living and the dead, unto the
overthrow of the principal foundation of faith and religion. (AIIFHESS

(Ehese) From innumerable prejudices and inflamed affections towards
their idols, they will not only abide in their darkness against all means
of conviction, but endeavour the temporal and eternal destruction of
all that are otherwise minded. ,

This ¥mage, like that of Nebuchadnezzar, was once set up in this
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