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approach the royal presence. To alter those prescriptions
for others entirely different, or to make changes by addition
or subtraction in the prescribed forms, would be considered
an invasion of the king's right, and a personal affront to his
majesty. Much more has the King of kings the right to
order the etiquette of his court, and the acts by which he
would be approached. His ordinances must be observed, as
nearly as possible, according to his own prescriptions, with
out additions to or subtractions from them. But the teach
ing of the Scriptures is unequivocally clear, that even the
ordinances appointed of God have no power in. themselves
alone to work the needful effects on the soul of the wor
shipper, unless accompanied by the efficacious influences of
the Holy Spirit. The gospel must come, not in word only,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power. Our pre
sent object, however, is not to illustrate the general doctrine
of the relation of the Spirit to the ordinances of worship
and the means of grace, but the particular doctrine of his
relation to the public worship of God in the regular assem
blies of the people for Sabbath service. The assertion of
the text is, that one characteristic mark of a true believer is
that he "worships God in the spirit." This includes all
kinds of worship, whether secret, social, or public, whether in
the use of prayer, or praise, or preaching,. or sacraments, or
any other ordinance. The presence and the exerted influ
ence of the Spirit is essential to the right and profitable use
of them all. The special presence of the Holy Ghost, then,
in the. public assemblies for divine worship, is a fact cer
tified to us in the word of God. The expression used by
our Lord in reference to the Holy Spirit, "he dwelleth with
you and shall be in you," points to. a distinction, which, per
haps, cannot be fully understood in its complete, actualap
plication. But it evidently implies both a dwelling with and
a dwelling in the believer. The dwelling with has been
applied, and with obvious propriety, to the presence of the

Karen Ciambruschini
Highlight

Karen Ciambruschini
Typewritten Text
Quote# 31

Karen Ciambruschini
Typewritten Text
Vaughan, CLement R. The Gifts of the Holy Spirit. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 1975.

Karen Ciambruschini
Typewritten Text
M6.L6.P2.S1.I.B.1b.2




