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-the declared prominence given in the gospel to his part in
the work of salvation. The Spirit meets the worshipper to
prepare his approach, to enable him to exercise faith in the
Saviour, and thus through the mediation of the Son, realized
and secured in its. gracious functions by faith, to approach
the Father, and to call him Abba, in acceptable worship. To
enable the' worship of the Father through the Son, the Spirit
takes the lead in the worship of the saints. No ordinance
has any effective spiritual power, except as the Spirit gives
it. No worshipper's heart is ever in a proper frame for wor
ship, except as the Spirit gives it. Without faith it is impos
sible to please God, and there is no true faith except that
which is the fruit of the Spirit. The great fact, then, which
is presented to us in this doctrine of the relation of the Holy
Spirit to the worship of the Christian assemblies, is one of
very high and solemn significance, a fact that ought to be
fruitful of constant and profound practical effects on all
who assemble for divine worship. That fact is, that the
Lord is in his holy temple, in a peculiar posture, waiting to
meet them. The Holy Ghost is pervading every sanctuary
where the assembly meets to worship the Father through
the Son. How striking the conception when we fully master
it! How solemn the thought! To what searching inspec
tion is the heart of every worshipper about to be subjected!
The effects which this' grand Christian doctrine ought to
produce on the whole bearing and demeanor of those who
come into the presence, and challenge his special attention
by assuming the attitude and character of a worshipper, are
so obviously those dictated by the immediate presence of
'such a being; they are so manifold in form, yet so strongly
demanded by the fact, that it would hardly seem necessary
to specify them.

2. It dictates that there should always be some suitable
preparation of the thoughts and feelings before we leave our
homes to attend. public worship. We are going to meet the
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