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448 A BRIEF INSTRUCTION

hath gone through in the world. And this is that which most com-
monly in the Scripture is called by the name of “The worship of
God,” as that whereby all the acceptable actings of the souls of men
towards him are expressed, and the only way of owning and acknow-
ledging him in the world, as also of entertaining a visible intercourse
with him. This, therefore, he calls for, and requires indispensably
of all that draw nigh to him, and that because he is “the LorD our
God,” Rev. xiv. 6, 7; Matt. iv. 10; Deut. x. 12, 138, For his ob-
servance hereof doth he so approve of Abraham, Gen. xviii. 19; and
sets it down as an everlasting law unto all others, that in a holy
observation thereof “he will be sanctified in them that come nigh
him,” Lev. x. 1-8. His commands, also, concerning it are multiplied
in the Scripture, with the approbation of all those that attend unto
them. We may not think to find acceptance with God, or to inherit
the promises, if, supposing ourselves to adhere unto him in worship
internal and natural, we neglect that which is external and of his
free appointment: for besides that we renounce thereby our inward
dependence on him also, in not observing his commands, as Adam
did in transgressing an institution, we become wholly useless unto all
the ends of his glory in the world; which is not the way to come to
an enjoyment of him. Neither do we only express and profess our
inward moral-natural worship of God hereby, by which means it
becomes the principal way and instrument of faith and trust exerting
themselves in our obedience, but also it is a most effectual help and
assistance unto the principle of that natural worship, strengthening
the habit of it, and exciting it unto all suitable actings, unto its in-
crease and growth,
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IN THE WORSHIP OF GOD. 449

Q. 8. How, then, are these ways and means of the worship of God
made known unto us?
A. In and by the written word only, which contains a full and
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