Quote# 17 M6.L5.P2.S1.1.A.1i

324 MATTERS WITH WHICH CHURCH POWER DEALS. [Pagr IIL.

of such an ordinance. From what source is the duty of public
religious worship derived ; and is it intended to be a standmg
and permanent ordinance in the Church of Christ? It is not
difficult to find an answer to such a question, or to evince the
nature and obligation of the ordinance as part of the public
‘homage of the Church to God.

I. The foundation of the duty of social worship lies in the
law of nature itself.

View man individually and apart from other men, and it -
is the very law of his being, as a creature of God, to love, and
honour, and serve his Creator. Praise and outward homage and
adoration are the very expression by a dependent creature of the
relation in which as a creature he stands to God—the very end
for which he was created and exists. Add to the idea of the
individual man, taken and regarded as separate and apart from
others, the further idea of man as a social being, or man made
for and placed in the society of others, and you are at once shut
up to the notion of social worship as a duty no less binding upon
men collectively, than was the duty of private worship upon men
individually. Into whatever relation he enters, man carries with
him the same paramount and unchanging law which binds him
to honour, and love, and worship his Creator; and every rela-
tion of life, capable of being turned to such an end, underlies
according to its character the same obligation of doing homage to

God.

the

II. The institution of the ordinance of public worship as a
standing and permanent ordinance for man, is demonstrated by
the Divine appointment in regard to it.

In what manner man as the creature of God is to hold inter-
course with Him for the purpose of worship; in what form or
by what methods he is to express his natural duty of honouring
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