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commending the importance and worth of the pastoral office, for
pastors are like stewards to whom God has committed the charge of
ruling His house. Ifa man is responsiblefor a large household, he must
be busy day and night in anxious care that nothing go amiss through
his carelessness, inexperience or negligence. If such care is taken for
mere men, how much more for God. There are good reasons why
God should call the Church His House, for not only has He received
us as His sons by the grace of adoption, but He Himself dwells in the
midst of us.

It is no ordinary dignity that is ascribed to the Church when it is
called the pillar and ground of the truth. For what higher terms could he
have used to describeit? For there is nothing more venerable and holy
than that truth which embraces both God's glory and man's salvation.
Were all the praises which its admirers have lavished on heathen
philosophy gathered together into one, it could not compare with the
worth of this heavenly wisdom which alone has a title to be called
light and truth and instruction for living, the way and the
of God. But this truth is preserved in the world only th
Church's ministry. Thus what a weight of responsibility rests upon
pastors to whom has been entrusted the charge of such an inestimable
treasure. How shameless are the triflingsof the Papistswho infer from
Paul's words that all their absurdities should be considered the orades
of God, because they are the pillars of the truth and so infallible.

But first we have to see why Paul bestows such a high title on the
Church. Clearly he wishes, by expo' stors the greatness
of their office, to remind them with w ness, diligence and
reverence they ought to dischargeit, and at the same time how dreadful
is the retribution that awaits them if by their fault harm comes to the
truth which is the image ofGod's y, the light of the world and the
salvation of men. This thought ld certainly bring to pastors an
awarenessofthe awesomeness of their task, not to discourage them but
to spur them on to greater vigilance. Thus it is easy to infer in what
sense Paul means these words. The Church is the pillar of the truth
becauseby its ministry the truth is preserved and spread. God does not
Himself come down from heaven to us, nor does He daily send angelic
messengers to publish His truth, but He uses the labours of pastors
whom He has ordained for this purpose. Or, to put it in a more
homely way: is not the Church the mother ofall believers,becauseshe

. them to new birth by the Word ofGod, educatesand nourishes
t em all their life, strengthens them and finally leads them to complete

. n? The Church is calledthe pillar oftruth for the samereason,
he office ofadministering doctrine which God has put in her hands

is the only means for preserving the truth, that it may not pass from
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the memory of men. In consequence, this commendation applies to
the ministry of the Word, for if it is removed God's truth will fall.
Not that it becomes in itself any less certain, ifmen do not lend it their
support, as some Papists idly claim. It is shocking blasphemy to say
that God's Word is uncertain until it obtains a certainty borrowed from
men. Paul's meaning is the same as in Rom. 10.17; since faith comes
from hearing, without preaching there can be no faith. Thus in regard
to men the Church maintains the truth, because in her preaching she
proclaims it and preserves it pure and complete and transmits it to
posterity. If there be no public teaching of the Gospel, and no godly
ministers who by their preaching rescue the truth from darkness and
oblivion, falsehoods, errors, impostures, superstitions and corruption
of every kind will immediately seize control. In short, silence in the
Church means the departure and suppression of the truth. There is
nothing at all forced in this exposition of this passage.

Now that we have grasped Paul's meaning, let us return to the
Papists. Their first fault is to transfer this commendation ofthe Church
to themselves, for they deck themselves out in borrowed plumes.
Supposing that the Church 'were exalted above the third heaven, that
would have nothing to do with them. In fact I tum the whole of this
passage against them. For if the Church is the pillar of the truth, it
follows that the Church is not among them, where the truth not only
lies buried, but is shockingly destroyed and trampled under foot. Paul
will not acknowledge the Church except where God's truth is exalted
and plain. In Popery there is no evidence of anything like that, but
only desolation and ruin. Among them the true mark of the Church
is not found. The source of their illusion is that they do not think that
the essential thing is that God's truths should be maintained by the
pure preaching of the Gospel, and its support does not depend on
human facultiesor feelings, but on something far more exalted, that it
should not depart from the simple Word of God.

16. Great is the mystery ofgodliness. Here is a further amplification
ofhis praise. To prevent God's truth from being esteemed at less than
its true worth becauseof human ingratitude, he declares its true value
by saying that the secret of godliness is great, because, that is, it does
not deal with common themes but with the revelation' of God's Son,
in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom (Col. 2,3). From the
greatness of these things pastors ought to understand the importance
of their office and devote themselves to it with the greater conscien
tiousness and reverence.

Godmanifest. The Vulgate leavesout the word 'God' and relateswhat
follows to the mystery, but this lacks skill and suitability, as will be
clear even from a first reading, and although it has the _support of
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