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was worthy of the name, it was God's house, a living com
munity of saints pervaded by the presence of the living
God j and hence, the pillar and basementofthe truth (urVAo~

Ka~ €8paCwp.a riJ~ &ATJ8£Ca~): for, as so connected with God,
it necessarily holds and bears up in the world, that with
which His name and glory are peculiarly identified-the
truth as it is in Jesus.

Some have sought to connect these last words, not with
what precedes, but with what follows-with the mystery of
godliness (so Episcopius, Mosheim, Bengel, Rosenmiiller,
and others, chiefly rationalistic expositors of more recent
times). This, however, is against all probability, and is
rejected by the great body of interpreters. It would form
a most abrupt and artificial commencement were the terms
pillar and basement made to begin a fresh sentence: "Pillar
and basement of the truth, and confessedly great is the
mystery of godliness!" Not only so, but to couple such
specific terms first with a quite general epithet, great, and
then with an object, mystery of godliness, which does not
properly suit them (for with what propriety could a mystery
be called a pillar ?), would only be justifiable if it were
impossible to find a more appropriate connection. But so
far is that from being the case, that to regard them as a
description of the church in her destination to maintain and
exhibit before the world the testimony of divine truth com
mitted to her keeping, is in itself a perfectly natural repre
sentation, and in accordance with what we elsewhere read
of the calling of the church. Was it not the special calling
of Christ Himself to bear witness to the truth, and by doing
so to become the Light of the world? But in this Christ
was only in a pre-eminent degree what in a measure His
people, individually and collectively, should also be found.
They should be, and they are, while stedfast to their pro
fession, a basement whereon the truth may securely rest
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amid all the fluctuations of the world, and a pillar to bear
it aloft, that all may know and consider it.

There has been a disinclination in certain quarters to
acquiesce in this mode of interpretation, because of its
supposed tendency to play into the hands of the Church
of Rome. It is, no doubt, one of the passages on which
Rome seeks to ground her claim to universal homage as
the one church of Christ; but it is no more suitable to her
purpose than the promise to St. Peter in Matt. xvi. 18; only
by arbitrary distinctions and vain assumptions can either
the one passage or the other be made to favour her preten
sions. Here, in particular, where the church is set forth as
the pillar and basement of the truth, it is a test we have to
deal with, as well as a claim to consider. For the truth is
not of the church's making, but of God's revealing: she has
it, not as of her own, but from above; and has it not to
alter or modify at her own will, but to keep as a sacred
treasure for the glory of God and the good of men. And
if she should anyhow corrupt or lose hold of this truth, she
so far ceases to be the house of God; for she now does
that part to the devil's lie, which ought to have been done
exclusively for the sure word of God. Nor is it too much
to suppose such a thing possible with a considerable portion
of the professing church. It was so, we know, with by
much the most pretentious section of the Jewish community
before the time of Christ; and the apostle has elsewhere
informed us, that in the Christian church also there was to
be a great apostasy, a mystery of iniquity working under the
cloak of a Christian profession, in consequence of which
many should be given up to believe a lie (2 Thess. ii. 3-11).
Rightly understood, therefore, this passage determines no
thing for Rome, or for any church which rests its claim to apos
tolicity on historical descent. The grand test is, does she .
hold by the truth of God? Is she in her belief and practice
a witness for this? Or does she gainsay and pervert it?
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