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shining lights. The zeal of Luther was most ardent. The exer
tions of Melancthon, in the great cause of the Reformation, were
unremitting. Bucer was an indefatigable laborer. Knox was a
soldier whose arms were always bright, and whose efforts never
relaxed. Good Bishop Latimer carried his New Testament at his
side, and went about instructing the people. And Beza himself,
who was exceedingly active in his Master's service, tells us, that
Calvin delivered in public two hundred and eighty-six sermons,
and one hundred and eighty-six lectures yearly, besides the theo
logical works which he composed, and the innumerable letters
which he wrote, in furtherance of the great interests of the rising
Church of God.

Zeal is neceasary in the gospel service, not merely as an evidence ,
that a minister loves his Saviour in sincerity, and believes" that
gospel which he preaches, to be the power of God unto salva
tion,"-but also, as that state of mind which alone can enable
him to endure patiently" the contradiction of sinners "-to grap-
ple with discouraging circumstances-and to be abundant in labor,
intrepid in danger, and steadfast under various trials. Zeal is ne
cessary to animate him in those times when all around him are
sinking into lukewarmness; when increasing dissipation, and
bolder irreligion in the higher walks of life, create a formidable
opposition to the practice of true godliness j when his own bodily
infirmities increase through age, and when his temporal comforts
are diminished, in consequence either of severe domestic aftlictions
or of external persecutions.

That zeal, however, which is a proper qualification for the pas
toral office, is associated with knowledge, humility and prudence.
It is, therefore, in its operations, not like the noisy eruptions of a
volcano, which attract deep attention and awaken strong emotions
in beholders, but endanger life and destroy the beauty and fertility
of the earth with burning Iava-i-but like a majestic river, which
waters and enriches a country, while it presses forward with a
steady current, in spite of every obstacle, to the ocean. This grace
is not unrestrained like the fanaticism of the ignorant and the
ardor of the heretic-but loves to dress itself" in the form of sound
words," and to move forward" in the ways of God's testimonies."
It is not like the fire which strong passions have kindled in the
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breast of the conspirator, who is ready to use any means to obtain
his ends, and who

U Changee shapes with Proteoa Cor advantagee,--

but, like the noble spirit which actuates the true patriot, it reveres
the laws of truth and integrity, while it aims at higher objects
than its own aggrandizement and power. That unholy zeal which
has so often troubled the churches, commences its course with loud
professions of superior piety and benevolence, blowing the Phari
see's trumpet that every one may hear it i but its grand object is
to stand at the head of a party-to acquire fame as a reformer, and
be distinguished as the author of new measures-while it is reck
less of the consequences of its doctrines and measures, when the
excitement it has industriously enkindled shall have subsided.
On the contrary, the zeal which qualifies the Christian Pastor for
great usefulness in the Church, is a flame fed" with beaten oil"
an ardor of soul which seeks to extend the influence and triumphs
of an old Gospel. If that knowledge which is associated with it, is
instrumental, after profound and prayerful study of the Sacred
Scriptures, and careful attention to the history of the Church, in
resolving any difficulty connected with sound doctrine, or in ex
hibiting any revealed truth in a stronger light, holy zeal does not
hence take occasion to proclaim, that "former systems are radically
defective, or that former ministers have not understood the Scrip
tures i" no,-this grace is modest and cautious, as it existed in the
breasts of Meade, Edwards, and Newton, and so linked with hu
mility in its progress, that after unwearied efforts to explain the
Word and save souls, it can thank God, as an eminently learned
and laborious minister among the Puritans in England did, "that
it has never broached any manner of new opinion."

At this day the spirit of change is abroad, and its course, both
in civil and in religious society, is marked by an intemperate daring,
and proud zeal in securing its objects. It therefore becomes the
Christian Pastor to guard the health of his principles amid an
infectious atmosphere, and keep his zeal untainted by the pride of
opinion and the lust of" uppermost seats in the synagogue." Now,
to do this in certain circumstances and places, it is necessary that
the soul of the servant of Christ should in no small measure be
imbued with another grace, viz:
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