
2:13 JOHN

Acts 12:4 (see the preceding verse) the term Passover clearly covers the entire
seven-day festival. The Old Testament, too, calls the Passover a feast of
seven days (Ezek. 45:21).

During this seven-day festival, called Passover, many animals were offered
in sacrifice (Num. 28:16-25) to Jehovah. Hence, when in the second chapter
of John we read about oxen and sheep that were sold in the temple-court,
the conclusion would seem to be warranted that the term Passover, in verse
13, refers also here to the entire one-week festival. And Jesus went up to
Jerusalem, true in this case even in a literal sense (actually ascending from
680 feet below sea-level near the Sea of Galilee to 2,500 feet above sea-level,
the altitude of the Holy City), but ever true in the religious sense.

14. And he found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep
and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting. Now at this occasion Jesus,
entering Jerusalem's temple, notices that the court of the Gentiles had been
changed into what must have resembled a stockyard. There was the stench
and the filth, the bleating and the lowing of animals, destined for sacrifice.
It is true, in the abstract, that each worshipper was allowed to bring to the
temple an animal of his own selection. ButIet him try it! In all likelihood
it would not be approved by the judges, the privileged venders who filled
the money-chests of Annas! Hence, to save trouble and disappointment,
animals for sacrifice were bought right here in the outer court, which was
called the court of the Gentiles because they were permitted to enter it.
Of course, the dealers in cattle and sheep would be tempted to charge
exorbitant prices for such animals. They would exploit the worshippers.
And those who sold pigeons would do likewise, charging, perhaps, $4 for a
pair of doves worth a nickel. 59 And then there were the money-changers,
sitting cross-legged behind their little coin-covered tables. They gave
worshipper lawful, Jewish coin in exchange for foreign currency. It must
be borne in mind that only Jewish coins were allowed to be offered in the
temple, and every worshipper - women, slaves, and minors excepted - had
to pay the annual temple tribute of half a shekel (d. Ex. 30:13). The
money-changers would charge a certain fee for every exchange-transaction.
Here, too, there were abundant opportunities for deception and abuse.
in view of these conditions the Holy Temple, intended as a house of
for all people, had become a den of robbers (d. Isa, 56:7; Jer. 7:11;
11:17).

15, 16. What Jesus did about this is stated in verses 15 and 16. Out
pieces of cord or rope - not difficult to find where so many animals
tied up - he made a whip. And drove all out of the temple. But to

59 A. Edersheim, The Life and Times Of Jesus the Messiah, New York, 1897, vol.
p.370. I
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