
260 LECTURES ON SACRED RHETORIC.

substitute for the abhorred duty of repentance. Y ou
will ever, I trust, resist this temptation, and keep these
appeals to the natural but unregenerate affections in
their proper place.

Of all this art of persuasion he is the greatest master
who seems to have none. Let your aim be to persuade
men in Christ's name, and not to be praised for skill in
persuading. These two distinct ends many preachers
confound. You saw that the power over others' hearts
depends upon your own disinterested and genuine emo­
tion. You must so hunger for the salvation of the
souls before you, that you shall desire to make the effect
of sacred truth fill them, to the exclusion of'yourself
You must be willing to be nothing in their eyes, and
to let your effect be everything. He is not the true
preacher who sends his hearers home exclaiming, "How
eloquent the minister to-day; how beautiful his im­
agery; how artful his arrangement ; how skilful his
argument and his 'persuasion 1" But he is the true
sacred orator, who dismisses them so possessed and
overpowered by God, that they have forgotten the crea­
ture who was the channel of the truth. The message
should hide the messenger. To make you masters of
the emotions of others, then, self-seeking must be anni­
hilated, and self-renunciation must have its perfect work.
It is divine grace which makes the effective minister.
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