
2 SPURIOUS RELIGIOUS EXCITEMENTS.

In the Southern Presbyterian Review, 1884, I presented a dis
cussion on the psychology of the feelings. I wish to recall a.
few of the fundamental positions there established. The func
tion of feeling is as essential to the human spirit, and as ever
present, as the function of cognition. The two are ever com
bined, as the heat-rays and the light-rays are intermingled in
the sunbeams. But the consciousness intuitively recognizes the
difference of the two functions, so that it is super:fl.uous to define
them. "Feeling is the temperature of thought." The same
kind of feeling may differ in degree of intensity, as the heat-ray
in the brilliant winter sunbeam differs from that in the fiery
glare of the "dog days"; but the thermometer shows there is
still caloric in the most wintry sunbeam, and even in the block
of crystal ice. So a human spirit is never devoid of some degree
of that feeling which the truth then engaging the intelligence
tends to excite. No object is or can be inducement to volition
unless it be apprehended by the soul as being both in the cate
gory of the true and of the good. But, that function of soul by
which the object is taken as a good, is desire, an act of feeling.
Whence it follows, that an element of feeling is as essential to
every rational volition as an act of cognition. The truly dif
ferent sorts of feelings were distinguished and classified. But
this all important division of them was seen to be into the pas
sions, and the active feelings; between those impressions upon
the sensibility of the soul, caused from without, and in receiving
which the soul is itself passive, and its spontaneity has no
self-determining power (as pain, panic, sympathy) on the one
hand, and on the other hand those subjective feelings which,
while occasioned from without, are self-determined by the spon
taneity from within and in which the soul is essentially active,
(as desire, benevolence, ambition, etc.)

It may be asked here: Does the writer intend to rest the
authority of his distinction between genuine and spurious relig
ious experiences on fl, human psychology? By no means. The
Scriptures are the only sure source of this discrimination. Its
declarations, such as that sanctification is only by revealed truth,
its anthropology, its doctrine of redemption, and its examples of
saving conversions, give the faithful student full guidance as to
the conduct of gospel work, and the separation of the stony-
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