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The fifth species of conclusion is the practical appli
cation. This is the most appropriate termination for
the ethical or practical sermon ; but -it is not unsuitable
for the doctrinal, as is clear from the maxim, that doc
trines should be preached practically as well as duties
doctrinally. The object of the application is to bring
the truth which has been established in the discussion
to bear immediately upon ~ the conscience and will.
Since every rhetorical disceurse aims at a practical de..
termination of the hearer's will, it is obvious that this
species of conclusion is in the strictest accordance with
the design of eloquence.

The application may be either general or special.
The former is one which urges a principle of duty con
cerning all classes of hearers alike. Thus, the truth
that we "know neither the day nor the hour when the
Son of man cometh" results in the application, " Watch
therefore"-an injunction suitable alike to believer and
unbeliever. The special application is that which
separates the hearers into classes and directs the truth
to their several consciences, in the particular phase
appropriate to each. The advantage of this method is,
that it singles out the hearer more closely, and brings
the truth into more immediate contact with his heart.
Definiteness is the necessary condition of pungent
effect. Yet the subdivision of your audience into
classes must not be carried too far, lest the multiplicity
of your heads of application should render the discourse
technical, tedious and dry, just "7here the unction
and movement should be greatest.

Having mentioned the different kinds of conclusions,
I would add some remarks applicable to them all.
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