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lose much of their force. Ideas have relations to each
other, either as antecedent and consequent, or as primary
and secondary; and a proper arrangement of these ideas
will give them additional force, each one being a cog-wheel
between two wheels, which receives from the preceding,
and imparts to the succeeding, an increasing momentum.
If every wheel in the structure of the rrlachine~y is in,
place, and the whole arranged in view of some particular
end, the work of the discussion will be well accomplished.

This process of arranging is called by rhetoricians Dis-
position, and completes the work of invention. The differ
ence between the two is thus pointed out by Dr. Kidder:
"Invention accumulates, disposition distributes. Invention.
gathers together the wood, the stone, the iron, and every
species of material essential to a building. Disposition
from shapeless heaps constructs a beautiful edifice. The
business of invention is to roam in the forest, to delve in
the quarry, to sink the mine and purge its ores, to visit
the manufactory and select its useful or ornamental prod
ucts. Disposition takes the material selected and places
each stone, each piece of wood, and each ornament or
fastening where it is required." 1

§ III. QUALITIES OF. THE DISCUSSION.

1. Unity.-Unity is that quality of discussion which
consists in the converging of all its parts steadily to one
object-in their gravitation toward a common center. The
speaker must have one general aim, and the hearer get one

general impression. The plurality of material must be so
arranged and treated that unity will run through the whole,
and through all its parts, combining all its elements in the
conclusion. Hence it is necessary to frame every discourse
into a doctrinal proposition, to be held up as the pole-star

1 Homiletics, pp. 153, 154.
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