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rules for the conduct of an expository discourse, though the sub
ject is quite as deserving of being treated in detail as any other
connected with homiletics. No mistake could be more injurious
to the character of such exercises, than to suppose that they de~

mand less method or less assiduity than the most finished ser
mons of the ordinary kind. They are not to be used as a means
of retreat from the labours of the closet, and he who thus
employs them will soon :6119- his pulpit services empty and un
successful. In the present state of society, when the public
mind, especially in our own country, istrained by the discipline
of reading and hearing the highest specimens of forensic and
deliberative eloquence, it is vain to expect that any congregation
can lOrn! be interested in unpremeditated addresses. We may
apply to this whole subject the words of our Directory for
Worship: "The method of preaching' requires much study,
meditation, and prayer. Ministers ought, in general, to prepare
their sermons with care; and not to indulge themselves in loose,
extemporary harangues; nor to serve God with that which cost
them naught." * We have met with no instance in which per
manent usefulness has followed the practice of delivering
unstudied sermons. The preacher who attempts this is sure to
fall into empty declamation, objurgatory invective, or tedious
repetition. Undigested discourses are commonly of tiresome
length and proportionate dulness. Wherever we hear frequent
complaints of a preacher's prolixity, we are sure ourselves..1hat
he leaves much of the filling up of his outline to the hour of
actual' delivery. Without being himself aware of it, such a
preacher falls into a routine of topics and expressions, and is
perpetually repeating himself and becoming more and more
uninteresting to his charge; while, at the same time, he is
perhaps wondering at the diminution of his hearers, and attri
buting his want of success to' any cause but one within himself.
The assiduous study of the Bible, with direct reference to the
services 0\ the pulpit, is indispensably necessary, whatever
species of preaching may be adopted.

We plead at present for no more than a discreet admixture of

* Chap. vi. § 3.
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biblical exposition with the other methods of discourse. In
entering upon such a course, it is not necessary that the minister
should introduce his first experiments into the principal service
of the Lord's day: he might make trial of his gifts in less fre
quented meetings, or in some more familiar circle called
together for this special purpose. And even where the exposi
tory method is exclusively adopted, as some may see eause to
do, the, pastor is to beware of that extreme which would
always present very long passages. The expository plan, wisely
conducted, may be said to include the other. Where, in due
course, a verse or even a part of a verse occurs, so important in
its relations and so rich in matter as to claim a more extended
elucidation, 'it should be taken singly, and be made the basis of
a whole sermon or even more.

As a model of-familiar exposition we would cite the Lectures
of Archbishop Leighton on the First Epistle ofPeter. The great
excellency of these is their heavenly unction, which led Dr
Doddridge to say that he never read ap~geof Leighton without
experiencing an elevation ,of his religious feelings. " ,l\iore
faith and more grace," says Cecil, "wo:uld make us better
preachers, for. out of the abundance of the heart the mouth.
epeaketh. Chrysostom's was the right method: Leighton's
Lectures on Peter approach very near to this method."
~" Our method of preaching," says the same writer, "is not
that by which Christianity was propagated; yet the genius of
Christianity is not changed. There was nothing in the primitive
method set or formal. 'The primitive bishop stood up and read
the gospel, or some other portion of Scripture, and pressed on
the hearers with great earnestness and affection a few plain and
forcible truths, evidently resulting from that portion of the
divine word: we take a text, and make an oration. Edification
was then the object of both speaker and hearers; and while
this continues to be the object, no better method can be
found."·

Such a mode of preaching is less adapted than its opposite to
make the speaker a separate object of regard, and might be

* Cecil's Works, vol, iii, p. 312.
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