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ness. Next to the want of truth, the greatest fault in a sermon
is want of matter. It is not the province of any mere method,
as such, to furnish the material, but the ordinary mode of
handling Scripture in the pulpit affords great occasion for
diffuseness, and has brought leanness into many a discourse. A
man of little thought, it is true, whether he preach from a verse
or a chapter, will necessarily impress the character of his mind
upon his performance; yet the temptation to fill up space with
inflated weakness is far greater under the modern method; and
where this method is universal 'will overtake such as are undis
ciplined in mind. We conceive it to be no disparagement of the
,\Tord of God to say that it is 'not every verse even of sacred writ
upon which a long discourse can be written without the admix
ture of foreign matter, In too Dlany instances, when a striking
texthas been selected, and an ingenious division fabricated, the
preacher's mind has exhausted itself: Perhaps we mistake, but
our conviction is, that far too much stress has been laid upon
the analyses of sermons. Essential as they are, they are the
bare plotting out of the ground. The skeleton, as -itis aptly called,
is an unsatisfactory object, "There there is not superinduced a
succession of living tissues; it is all-important to support the
frame, but by no means all-sufficient, and they who labour on
this, in the vain hope of filling up what remains by extempor
aneous speaking or writing, "quite mistake the scaffold for the
pile."

We regard the diffuseness of many ministers, however per
spicuous, as even worse than obscurity, The labour of the
preacher's thought is too often intermitted upon the conception
of a good analysis. Our fathers of the last century used 'to
throw-out masses, sometimes rude, and sometiines fantastically
carved and chased, but always solid and always golden; we,
their sons, are content to beat the bar into gold leaf, and too
frequently to fritter this into minute fragments. Defect of
thought is a sad incentive to laboured expansion, when a man is
resolved to produce matter for a whole hour. In such cases,
the effort is to fill up the allotted number of minutes. Too many
moments of sacred time are thus occupied in adding water to the
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