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teach them to revere the authority of that word? Show
t"hem that you yourself revere it.

Second. The explication of the passage on which you
preach should be plain and convincing. In this part
of his task it behooves the preacher to show the hand
of a master workman. He should so establish the view
of the meaning which he has adopted after careful de
liberation, as to extinguish doubt and cavil in every
attentive mind, and to commend his opinion conclusively
to his hearers. And this should be done with an air of
solid good sense rather than of scholastic nicety. The
Bible should be approached as a popular book, and not
as a learned riddle; a book given by God to the com
mon people; a book which, while it contains unfathom
able depths of wisdom and knowledge, yields its in
structions, on all truth fundamental to salvation, to every
honest and earnest searcher. The manner of the ex
pounder should seem to say to his hearers: "These
Scriptures do not indeed disclose their treasures to heed
less indolence and shallow inattention, but they offer
them to the faithful .inquiry of every plain mind,
Corne with me, and we shall by prayer and carefulness
find the undoubted meaning of the Spirit." But, on
the other hand, the preacher should not flatter his peo
ple by intimating to them that they are as competent
as he to expound the Word, nor should he permit them
to depreciate learning and ability as valuable helps in
the task. If your people were indeed as able as you
are to explain it, this would only prove that you are not
fit for your place. The spiritual teacher should in this
matter "magnify his office," not by pretentious displays,
but by solid ability and mastery of the Scriptures.
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Third. Avoid especially in this exercise every trait
of pedantry and of literary coxcombry. You should
not readily choose a text which requires a learned and
laboured exegesis to evince its meaning, but should rather
resort to some plainer declaration of the same truth in
another part of the Scriptures. The judicious expos
itor, while he will not be servile in his adherence to
established interpretations, will never hunt for novel
and startling senses in his text. He is more likely, by
such crotchets, to establish a character for conceit than
for originality or true learning. The sensible hearer
will j ustly regard the unnecessary reference to learned
autliors, the citation of the original languages, the eln
ployment of the technicalities of hermeneutics, the quot
ing of erroneous explanations for the purpose of refut
ing them, as designed to display yourselves rather than
the truth; for his good sense will remind him that none
of these are really necessa.ry to the unfolding of the
meaning of the Word. The able expounder exhibits
not -the processes, but the results, of his learning. He
employs indeed every aid of literature to ascertain the ex
act mind of the Spirit. But when he presents his view
of that meaning to the people, he relies not so rnuch on
these minute rays of evidence as on the broad light of
its consistency as a whole, and its harmony with the
sacred writer's scope, and with the analogy of faith, to
evince its justice to the people. The proceSRes of learned
criticism are the scaffoldings which .assist in building
the house; when it is completed these may be pulled
away, for the structure will stand upon its own founda
tions and disclose the j ustness of its own proportions.
Let me here commend to you, as of prime value for the
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