
On the Choice ofa Text

sweetness. Were I to dream of a passage of Scripture I should enter it,
and when I sit down to compose I look over the book, and have never
found myself at a loss for a subject.' Watch for subjects as you go about
the city or the country. I Always keep your eyes and ears open, and you
will hear and see angels. The world is full of sermons - catch them on
the wing. A sculptor believes, whenever he sees a rough block ofmarble
that there is a noble statue concealed within it, and that he has only to
chip away the superfluities and reveal it. So do you believe that there is
within the husk of everything the kernel of a sermon for the wise man.
Be wise, and see the heavenly in its earthly pattern. Hear the. voices

from the skies, and translate them into the language of men. Always a
preacher be thou, 0 man ofGod, foraging for the pulpit, in all provinces
of nature and art, storing and preparing at all hours and seasons.

I am asked whether it is a good thing to announce arrangements, and
publish LISTS OF PROJECTED SERMONS. I answer, Every man in his. own
order. I am not a judge for others; but I dare not attempt such a thing,
and sh?uld signally fail ifI were to venture upon it. Precedents are much
against my opinion, and at the head of them the sets of discourses by
Matthew Henry, John Newton, and a host of others, still I can only
speak my own personal impressions, and leave each man to be a law
unto himself

Many eminent divines have delivered valuable courses of sermons
upon pre-arranged topics, but we are not eminent, and must counsel
others like ourselves to be cautious how they act. I dare not announce
what I shall preach from tomorrow, much less what I shall preach from
in six weeks' or six months' time, the reason being partly this, that I am
conscious of not possessing those peculiar gifts which are necessary to

interest an assembly in one subject or set of subjects, for any length of
time. Brethren of extraordinary research and profound learning can do
it, and brethren with none of these, and no common sense, may pretend

to do it, but I cannot. I am obliged to owe a great deal of my strength
to variety rather than profundity. It is questionable whether the great

1'1was led into a profitable strain of meditation, on our good Shepherd's care of his flock,
by seeing some lambs exposed to the cold, and a poor sheep perishing for want of care.'
Andrew Fuller's Diary.
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majority of list preachers had not far better burn their programs if they
would succeed. I have a very lively, or rather a deadly, recollection of a
certain series ofdiscourses on the Hebrews, which made a deep impres
sion on my mind ofthe most undesirable kind. I wished frequently that
the Hebrews had kept the epistle to themselves, for it sadly bored one
poor Gentile lad. By the time the seventh or eighth discourse had been
delivered, only the very good people could stand it; these, of course,
declared that they never heard more valuable expositions; but to those

of a more carnal judgment it appeared that each sermon increased in
dullness. Paul, in that epistle, exhorts us to suffer the word of exhort
ation, and we did so. Are all courses of sermons like this? Perhaps not,
and yet I fear the exceptions are few, for it is even said ofthat wonderful
expositor, Joseph Caryl, that he commenced his famous lectures upon
Job with eight hundred hearers, and closed the book with only eight! A
prophetical preacher enlarged so much upon 'the little horn' of Daniel,
that one Sabbath morning he had but seven hearers remaining. They
doubtless thought it

Strange that a harp of thousand strings,
Should play one tune so long.

Ordinarily, and for ordinary men, it seems to me that pre-arranged
discourses are a mistake, are never more than an apparent benefit, and
generally a real mischief Surely to go through a long epistle must require
a great deal of genius in the preacher, and demand a world of patience
on the part of the hearers. I am moved by a yet deeper consideration
in what I have now said: it strikes me that many a truly living, earnest

preacher, would feel a programme to be a fetter. Should the preacher
announce for next Lord's day a topic full ofjoy, requiring liveliness and
exaltation of spirit, it is very possible that he may.from various causes,
find himself in a sad and burdened state of mind; nevertheless he must
put the new wine into his old bottle, and go up to the wedding feast
wearing his sackcloth and ashes, and worst of all, this he may be bound
to repeat for a whole month. Is this quite as it should be? It is important
that the speaker should be in tune with his theme, but how is' this to be
secured unless the election of the topic is left to influences which shall
work at the time? A man is not a steam engine, to run on metals, and it
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