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LECTURES ON SACRED RHETORIC.

seldom become an able and learned interpreter. So
irregular and exacting are the duties of the pastor, it is
practically inevitable that his studies must be chiefly
shaped by the direct demands of his pulpit tasks. He
will find himself compelled to study mainly those
things which will prepare him for the next Sabbath's
sermon. If this is to be a discussion on a single proposition without context, his inquiries may lead him to
theological text-books, to literary sources, to human
dialectics. These are the helps which furnish him with
the artificial division and topics which he seeks. But
he will be diverted from the direct study of the Word,
which should be his chief labour. If, on the other
hand, his preparation be expository, his studies must
be of that kind. Thus he will become mighty in the
Scriptures, and" his profiting will a.ppear unto all."
Fourth. The expository method secures for the pastor
sundry conveniences and advantages. One of these not
to be disdained is, that he is th us relieved of the harassing doubt and hesitation which often attend the selection of a text. Instead of having his spirits consumed
for a day by this question, he proceeds at once to attack
the work of preparation which is laid ont for him in
advance. Another gain is, that it enables the preacher
to embody and use many points which, separately, are
too brief to offer a sufficient tract of thought for a whole
sermon. Many such are presented to the modern
preacher in his Bible-reading. They offer a few interesting and suggestive thoughts. At the first glance
he thinks he has in them capital subjects for sermons;
but when he proceeds to elaborate them, they are found
incapable of farther extension. If -sermons of ten
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