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creed. 'Ve have found no better description of the
preacher's work than that given by Nehemiah of Ezra's:
he "read in the book of the law of the Lord distinctly,
and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the
reading." A prime object of pastoral teaching is to
teach the people how to read the Bible for themselves.
...4. sealed book cannot be interesting. If it be read
without the key of comprehension, it cannot be in
structive. Now, it is the preacher's business, in his
public discourses, to give his people teaching by
example, in the art of interpreting the Word: he should
exhibit before them, in actual use, the methods by which
the legitimate meaning is to be evolved. Fragmentary
preaching, however brilliant, will never do this. The
pastor must teach his flock how to expound for them
selves, by frequent practice in company with them.

Do not these observations explain much that is im
perfect in the Christian character of our day? There
is a profusion of preaching and public exercises; yet
there is far less scriptural intelligence a.mong our
church-goers than aluong our ruder forefathers. The
religious opinions of the Church reflect- the narrow,
partial al1dexaggeratedtraits of the pulpit. The
people are not. grounded in the Scriptures. There is
little symmetry or stability in their religious character.
Hence the facility with which they permit the thousand
sects of the day to pervert the Word into a seeming
support of their erronrs.

Third. The improvement of the pastor in biblical
knowledge is closely connected with that of his ·people.
He must profit in the Scriptures for their advantage.
He who does not preach many expository sermons will
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