
On Conversion asOurAim

concentrating all your energies upon the object. aimed at. There must
be no riding of hobbies, no introduction of elegancies of speech, no
suspicion of personal display, or you will fail. Sinners are quick-witted
people, and soon detect even the smallest effort to glorify self Forego
everything for the sake of those you long to save. Be a fool for Christ's
sake if this will win them, or be a scholar, if that will be more likely to
impress them. Spare neither labour in the study, prayer in the closet,nor
zeal in the pulpit. Ifmen do not judge their souls to be worth, a thought,
compel them to see that their minister is of a very different opinion.

Mean conversions, expect them, and prepare for them. Resolve that
your hearers shall either yield to your Lord or be without excuse, and
that this shall be the immediate result of the sermon now in hand. Do
not let the Christians around you wonder when souls are saved, but

urge them to believe in the undiminished power of the glad tidings,
and teach them to marvel if no saving result follows the delivery of the

testimony ofJesus. Do not permit sinners to hear sermons as a matter
of course, or allow them to play with the edged tools' of Scripture as if

they were mere toys; but again and again remind them that every true
gospel sermon leaves them worse if it does not make them better. Their
unbelief is a daily, hourly sin; never let them infer from your teaching
that they are to be pitied for.continuing to make God a liar by rejecting
his Son.

Impressed with a sense of their danger, give the ungodly no rest in
their sins; knock again and again at the door of their hearts, and knock
as for life and death. Your solicitude,your earnestness,.your anxiety, your
travailing in birth for them God will bless to their arousing. God works
mightily by this instrumentality. But our agony for souls must be real
and not feigned, and therefore our hearts must be wrought into true
sympathy with God. Low piety means little spiritual power. Extremely
pointed.addresses may be delivered by men whose hearts are out of or
der with the Lord, but their result must be small. There is a something

in the very tone of the man who has been with Jesus which has more
power to touch the heart than the most perfect oratory: remember this
and maintain an unbroken walk with God. You will need much night

work in secret ifyou are to gather many ofyour Lord's lost sheep. Only
by prayer and fasting can you gain power to cast out the worst of devils.
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Let men say what they will about sovereignty, God connects special
success with special states of heart, and if these are lacking he will not

do many mighty works.

INADDITION TO EARNEST PREACHING IT WILL BE WISE TO USE OTHER MEANS.

If you wish to see results from your sermons you must be accessible

to inquirers. A meeting after every service may not be desirable, but

frequent opportunities for coming into direct contact with your people
should be sought after, and by some means created. It is shocking to
think that there are ministers who have no method whatever for meet

ing the anxious, and if they do see here and there one, it is because of the

courage of the seeker, and not because of the earnestness of the pastor.

From the very first you should appoint frequent and regular seasons

for seeing all who are seeking after Christ, and you should continually

invite such to come and speak with you. In addition to this, hold numer
ous inquirers' meetings, at which the addresses shall be all intended to

assist the troubled and guide the perplexed, and with these intermingle

fervent prayers for the individuals present, and short testimonies from
recentconverts and others.

As an open confession of Christ is continually mentioned in connec

tion with saving faith, it is your wisdom to make it easy for believers

who are as yet following Jesus by night to come forward and avow their

allegiance to him. There must be no persuading to make a profession,

but there should be every opportunity for so doing, and no stumbling
block placed in the way of hopeful minds. As for those who are not

so far advanced as to warrant any thought of baptism, you may be of

the utmost benefit to them by personal intercourse, and therefore you
should seek it. Doubts may be cleared away, errors rectified, and terrors

dispelled by a few moments' conversation; I have known instances in

which a life-long misery has been ended by a simple explanation which

might have been given years before.

Seek out the wandering sheep one by one; and when you find all your

thoughts needed for a single individual, do not grudge your labour, for

your Lord in his parable represents the good shepherd as bringing home
his lost sheep, not in a flock, but one at a time upon his shoulders, and

rejoicing so to do.
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