
248 ADVICE TO A YOUNG MINIS1'ER.

under his ministry, are excellent evidences of this feature in his
character. I know few wiser and more comprehensive letters
of advice to a young minister about a sermon than one (not
dated) which Whittingham has inserted at the end of his collec
tion. Among other things, he says: "When you open your
commission,begin with laying open the innumerable corruptions
of the hearts of your audience. Moseswill lend you a knife,
which may be often whetted at his grindstone. Lay open the
universal sinfulness of men's natures, the darkness of the mind,
the frowardness of the will, the. fretfulness of the temper, and
the earthliness and sensuality of the affections. Speak of the
evil of sin in its nature, its rebellion against God as our Sove
reign, ingratitude to God as our Lawgiver, and contempt both
of his authority and love. Declare the evil of sin in its effects,
bringing all our sicknesses, pains, and snares-all the evils we
feel, and all the evils we fear."-" Lay open the spirituality of
the law and its extent, reaching to every thought, word, and
action, and declaring every transgression, whether by omission
or commission,deserving of death. Declare man's utter helpless
ness to change his nature, or make his peace."-"When your
hearers are deeply affected with these things, which is often
seen by the hanging down of their heads, then preach Christ.
Lay open the Saviour's almighty power to soften the hard
heart and give it repentance, to bring pardon to the broken
heart, a .spirit of prayer to the prayerless heart, holiness
to the filthy heart, and faith to the unbelieving heart. Let
them know that all the treasures of grace are lodged in Jesus
Christ for the use of the poor needy sinner, and that he is full
of love as well as of power; turns no beggar from his gate, but
receives all comers kindly; loves to bless them, and bestows
all his blessings free. Here you must wave the gospelfia.g,
and magnify the Saviour supremely. Speak it with a
mouth, that his blood can wash away the foulest sins, and
grace subdue the -stoutest corruptions. Entreat the people
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