
300 THE SEVERAL PARTS OF A SERMON..

One element in the conclusion of a sermon will
often be recapitulatios, If the discourse has con..
sisted chiefly of careful explanation or labored argu..
ment, and if it is important that its several divisions
should be remembered, and doubtful whether they
will be, then the divisions, and occasionally even
certain subdivisions, may be distinctly re-stated. But
this must be so managed, to use a .phrase of Cicero's,
U that the recollection may be revived, not the speech
repeated." Labored recapitulation is as unnecessary
as it is tedious. Though perhaps anxious at the
moment to enlarge anew upon some favorite point,
we must confine recapitulation to its proper office.
In most sermons, however, we do not care to repro..
duce the several thoughts and fix them separately
in the hearer's mind, but rather to gather them all
together, and concentrate their force upon one final
effort of conviction or persuasion. In such cases it
is not well to make any formal recapitulation, but in
a freer way to recall the train of thought, or the
principal points of it, sometimes using very different
forms of statement. This appears to be what Vinet
would call rlsu1nl, as distinct from recapitulation.'
For properly oratorical purposes, it is commonly
much to be preferred. The recapitulation, or the
rlsuml, especially the latter, may sometimes form
the entire conclusion; but in most cases it only
leads to the conclusion proper. It is often better,
particularly where the discourse includes many
points, to give some recapitulation before reaching
the conclusion, usually when passing to the last
division.

The conclusion will, for the most part, consist of
application. This term, as we have already seen, is
popularly used to embrace a variety of materials,
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including application proper, suggestions for practi..
cal guidance, and persuasive appeal.

As application is often made elsewhere than in the
conclusion, sometimes, indeed, forming a large portion
of the sermon, enlarged at some point or distributed
throughout, the subject was properly considered un
der the head of the materials of sermons.' Yet it is
evident that the application concentrates itself so to
speak, in the conclusion. This concluding applica
tion requires, even more than the other parts of the
discourse, that the preacher should have strong faith,
warm religious experience, intense earnestness.

But it is quite wrong to suppose, as some preachers
appear to do, that every sermon must end with a very
pathetic or overwhelming appeal. It is not unfre
quently best to end quietly, yet still so as to impress.
And whatever the subject might require, let a man
not speak in an emotional manner unless he really
feels it. An effort to work oneself up into feeling,
because it is desirable at this point, will usually fail;
and if it succeeds as to the preacher himself, will be
apt to make anything else than a good impression on
the hearers. If an impassioned conclusion was pre
pared, and the speaker now finds that his own feel
ings and those of the audience have slowly subsided
till there is no good prospect of exciting them, let
him omit the prepared conclusion, or modify its tone
so as to attempt nothing but what can be achieved.
Few things are so painful or so injurious as the reac
tion produced by passionate words which are not felt
by the hearers, nor even by the speaker. "Do not
preach the corpse of an appeal." 2 And let it never
be forgotten that we must not aim to excite emotion
merely for its own sake, as if that were the end in view,
but to make it a means of determining the will and

1 Camp. above. Part I. chap. ix, 2 Phelps, p. 576.
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