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unhappily they were so badly reported, that we cannot
now appreciate them

- V. The fifth and last hint I wish to give you is this:
If you would attain simplicity in preaching, you must
use plenty of amecdotes and illustrations. You must
regard illustrations as windows through which- light is
let in upon your subject. Upon this point- a great deal
might be said, but the limits of a small treatise oblige
me to touch it very briefly. I need hardly remind you
of the example of Him who “spake as never man spake,”
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Study the four
Gospels attentively, and mark what a wealth of illustra-
tion His sermons generally contain.  How often you
find figure upon figure, parable upon parable, in His
discourses ! There was nothing under His eyes apparently
from which He did not draw lessoms. The birds of the
air, and the fish in' the sea, the sheep, the goats, the
cornfield, the vineyard, the ploughman, the sower, the
reaper, the fisherman,the shepherd, the vinedresser, the
woman ‘kneading meal, the flowers, the grass, the bank,
the -wedding feast, the sepulchre,—all were ‘made
vehicles for conveying thoughts to the minds of hearers.
What are such parables as the prodigal son, the.good
Samaritan, the ten virgins, the king who made a marriage
for his son, the rich man and Lazarus, the labourers of
the vineyard, and others,—what are all these but stirring
stories that our Lord tells in order to convey some great
truth to the 'souls of His hearers ? Try to walk in His
footsteps and follow His example.

If you pause in your sermon, and say, “ Now I W111
tell you a story,” I engage that all who are not too fast
asleep will prick up-their ears and listen. People like
similes, illustrations, and well-told stories, and will listen
to them when they will attend to nothing else. And

Ryle, John C.The Upper Room. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 1983.



