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hand will remember his ungrammatical expressions, and will re-
peat them as themes for jest, when we could have wished they
had rehearsed the divine doctrines to one another in solemn
earnest. Dear brethren, we must cultivate ourselves to the highest
possible point, and we should do this, first, by gathering in know-
ledge that we may fill the barn, then by acquiring discrimination
that we may winnow the heap, and lastly by a firm retentiveness
of mind, by which we may lay up the winnowed grain in the
storehouse. These three points may not be equally important, but
they are all necessary to a complete man.

We must, I say, make great efforts to acquire information,
especially of a Biblical kind. We must not confine ourselves to
one topic of study, or we shall not exercise our whole mental man-
hood. God made the world for man, and he made man with a mind
intended to occupy and use all the world; he is the tenant, and
nature is for a while his house ; why should he shut himself out of
“any of its rooms? Why refuse to taste any of the cleansed meats
the great Father has put upon the table? Still, our main busi-
ness is to study the Scriptures. The smith’s main business is to
shoe horses ; let him see that he knows how to do it, for should he
be able to belt an angel with a girdle of gold he will fail as a
smith if he cannot make and fix a horse-shoe. It is a small matter
that you should be able to write the most brilliant poetry, as pos-
sibly you could, unless you can preach a good and telling sermon,
which will have the effect of comforting saints and convincing
sinners. Study the Bible, dear brethren, through and through,
with all helps that you can possibly obtain: remember that the
appliances now within the reach of ordinary Christians are much
more extensive than they were in our fathers’ days, and therefore
you must be greater Biblical scholars if you would keep in front
of your hearers. Intermeddle with all knowledge, but above all
things meditate day and night in the law of the Lord.

Be well instructed in theology, and do not regard the sneers of
those who rail at it because they are ignorant of it. Many
preachers are not theologians, and hence the mistakes which they
make. It cannot do any hurt to the most lively evangelist to be
also a sound theologian, and it may often be the means of saving
him from gross blunders, Now-a-days we hear men tear a single
sentence of Scripture from its connection, and cry ¢ Eureka!
Eureka!” asif they had found a new truth; and yet they have
not discovered a diamond, but a piece of broken glass. Had they
been able to compare spiritual things with spiritual, had they
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