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Gene Luen Yang has written and drawn many award-winning comics, 
including the DC’s New Super-Man series, American Born Chinese, Boxers & Saints, 
and the Secret Coders series. He is the first graphic novelist to be named the National 
Ambassador for Young People’s Literature.

Sonny Liew is the author of The Art of Charlie Chan Hock Chye, a New York 
Times bestseller and the first graphic novel to win the Singapore Literature Prize. His 
other comics include titles for Marvel, DC, and Image. He spearheaded Liquid City, a 
comics anthology series featuring creators from Southeast Asia.

Janice Chiang is a professional comic letterer with four decades in the 
industry. Her body of published work includes titles from Marvel, DC, Archie Comics, 
Papercutz, First Second, and many others.
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At Panda Express, our mission is to deliver exceptional Asian dining experiences where people are inspired to better their lives. 
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their origin, fuels where they are going, and we honor the courage that inspires everyone’s journey, which becomes their originality.    
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In the 1930s, a brand-new kind of character began to appear in American comic 
books. They wore colorful masks and capes. Many of them had magic powers. All of 
them fought for justice. They were called superheroes.
 By the 1940s, America had fallen in love with superheroes. Their comic book 
adventures were read by kids across the nation, and publishers seemed to introduce 
new costumed crimefighters every week.
 During this time, an artist named Chu Hing created a superhero called the 
Green Turtle. Chu Hing was among the first Chinese Americans to draw American 
comic books. Some people believe the Green Turtle is the first Chinese American 
superhero.
 Chu Hing was not a very famous artist. He worked for several publishers, 
including Marvel Comics (which was known as Timely Comics back then), but most 
of today’s comic book fans have no idea who he was. The few who do recognize his 
name don’t normally count him as one of the greats.
 The Green Turtle is not a very popular 
character. In fact, his series only lasted five 
issues before it was canceled. Just like with his 
creator, most of today’s comic book fans have 
no idea who the Green Turtle is. At the end of 
his career, Chu Hing probably assumed that 
he and the Green Turtle would be completely 
forgotten by comic book history.
 But they weren’t forgotten.

WHO
IS THE

GREEN TURTLE?

Chu Hing, creator of the Green Turtle



 A few years ago, I read an article about Chu Hing and the Green Turtle on 
the Internet. I thought about how exciting it must have been to be a part of those 
early days of superhero comics. I also thought about how hard it probably was to be 
a Chinese American artist at a time when people of Chinese descent often weren’t 
accepted as Americans.
 I was so inspired by Chu Hing that I teamed up with my friends Sonny Liew 
and Janice Chiang to create the Green Turtle story that you just read. We also made a 
graphic novel called The Shadow Hero which tells our version of his secret origin. Over 
seventy years after Chu Hing created him, we are still telling stories about the Green 
Turtle.
 This Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month, join Panda Express and me as 
we celebrate not just Asian Pacific American heroes, but all the heroes in our lives. 
Some of these heroes are made-up, like the Green Turtle. Others are real, like Chu 
Hing. All of them inspire us to never give up.
 If you like drawing pictures, 
keep drawing pictures. If you like telling 
stories, keep telling stories. Don’t give 
up. After all, you never know who you’ll 
inspire.

Gene Luen Yang
National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature

Blazing Comics, 1944
The Shadow Hero, 2014



DRAW A SUPERHERO!

Who is a hero in your life? 
A parent? A teacher? A sibling? A friend? 

Turn them into a superhero!

First fill out their 
secret file!

Then design their 
superhero costume!

       Real Name:

What makes this person special:

       Superhero Name:

Superpowers:
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TELL A SUPERHERO STORY!

Circle one selection in each category below! 
Then tell a story about your superhero that 

uses everything you circled!

SETTING

VILLAIN

SIDEKICK

RANDOM OBJECT

Gleaming City!

Evil Robot!

Tortoise Spirit!

Magic 
Medallion!

Robot Factory!

Vampire Bee!

Scrappy Elf!

Treasure Chest!

Volcano!

Grumpy 
Extraterrestrial!

Helpful Ghost!

Time-Travel 
Machine!

Mars!

Conniving
Dinosaur!

Virtuos Robot!

Fortune Cookie!

Candy Cane 
Forest!

Hungry Yeti!

Talking 
Bicycle!

Soccer Trophy!

Unicorn Farm!

Meteor Shower!

Courageous 
Panda!

Pineapple!



                                1 
Read a book about a character who 

doesn’t look or live like you.

2
Read a book about a topic you 

don’t know much about.

3
Read a book in a format that you 

don’t normally read for fun. 
• A picture book  
• A chapter book

• A graphic novel  
• A book in verse

• An audiobook

READ A STORY ABOUT A HERO!

Sometimes, we find heroes in unexpected places. That’s the idea 
behind Gene Luen Yang’s Reading Without Walls Challenge, 

which encourages you to do one of the following:

In other words, read a book that’s different from your usual books.

And since it’s Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month, here are
some great stories about Asian Pacific American heroes:

Breadcrumbs 
by Anne Ursu

Chasing Shadows
by Swati Avasthi; 

illustrated by Craig Phillips

Fred Korematsu Speaks Up 
by Laura Atkins and Stan Yogi;
illustrated by Yutaka Houlette

Dragonwings 
by Lawrence Yep

Geeks, Girls, and Secret Identities 
by Mike Jung

Inside Out and Back Again 
by Thanhha Lai

Ms. Marvel: No Normal 
by G. Willow Wilson and Adrian Alphona

Something in Between 
by Melissa de la Cruz

Cilla Lee-Jenkins:
Future Author Extraordinaire

by Susan Tan;
illustrated by Dana Wulfekotte

The Totally Awesome Hulk: Cho Time
by Greg Pak and Frank Cho



Find out more about the  

Reading Without Walls
Challenge!

ReadingWithoutWalls.com



www.firstsecondbooks.com

“Gene Luen Yang uses his Chinese heritage to create 
engaging comics that are deeply personal yet rooted 
in centuries of stories, fictional and true.” 

—LA Times

Available at bookstores and
comic shops everywhere!

A New York Times Bestseller

An NPR Best Book of the Year 

A Washington Post
Best Graphic Novel of the Year
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