
Many parents are looking to supplement
their child’s education through after school
enrichment programs. In advising them on
the selection process what are the key
areas to focus on to help aid in making a
final decision?
The most essential key to the consideration of a de-
cision is to remind parents/guardians that the en-
richment program is to be a supplement to the
child’s regular school curriculum and not meant to
supplant it. The after- school enrichment program
should offer a variety of methods to assist the child
that may or may not be available during the regu-
lar school day.  The child should be prepared to ac-
cept the additional assistance as a different
opportunity to do well in school and not as a
penalty to do extra work.  The selection process of
the program should include the child to make him/
her feel comfortable in the decision. In addition,
when seeking to supplement your child’s educa-
tion, a parent should consider both the curriculum
and implementation.  Look for the opportunity for
flexible scheduling for homework and skill devel-
opment, as well as opportunities for holiday and
weekend sessions.  Access to online learning and
enrichment courses is an added tool for the stu-
dents in middle school and high school who wish
to increase their knowledge base and take courses
outside the typical curriculum offerings in their
home district/school. 

What about enrichment for kids with learn-
ing disabilities? Would the process be any
different? 
Depending on the specific learning disability the de-
cision would be “the same but different”. The en-
richment program should offer the parents/guardian
insight on ways to enhance the IEP programming

specifics.  Students with learning disabilities in an en-
richment program should have teachers certified to
address their different learning styles.  Teachers certi-
fied as reading specialists or Level I and Level II Wil-
son trained teachers can offer additional techniques
for individualized instruction in each content area. 

Is it considered proper protocol for an en-
richment program to interact with a specific
teacher from the child’s school in order to
track progress and be synchronized as to
the child’s needs?
Coordination is not only suggested, but is another
positive factor in meeting the needs of the student.
In order to coordinate the efforts that the student
is making with the supplemental support, it is ben-
eficial on both ends for these teachers to interact
and update each other on the needs and progres-
sion being made with the student. It should not be
a secret that the student is to receive an enrichment
program outside of traditional school hours.  A reg-
ular method of communication of student progress
should be established.

As far as expense is concerned, what are
some of the expected costs or a cost range
that you can share with parents who are
considering sending their child to potential
enrichment programs?
Costs for supplemental supports vary based on the
delivery of instruction. One to one customized in-
struction is the most specialized, and costs can be
expected to be higher than that of small group in-
struction (4:1 ratio).  Monthly memberships where
students have unlimited access to the centers and
teachers is the most cost effective, offering stu-
dents direct help both daily and on weekends when
needed.                                                                                                                                                                                             

As far as methods and/or curriculum, what
are some things that an outside
program/school offers that may not typically
be available at a public/private school?
An outside school enrichment program offers par-
ents/guardians more of an opportunity to discuss,
review and almost negotiate criteria such as per-
sonality of instructors, setting, hours of service, se-
lection of methods of instruction and a particular
learning environment that may not be available at
the child’s regular school. An outside school en-
richment program offers a personal and independ-
ent means to assist the child and the regular school
to meet its intended goals. Methods available in
these programs range from one to one instruction,
small group instruction, virtual instruction, and an
online blended learning lab environment where
students benefit from virtual content instruction as
well as a certified teachers present to enhance the
instruction.  As far as curriculum, specialized read-
ing and math programs may be available, as well
as test prep for the SAT, GRE, GMAT, LSAT,
MCAT. 

Should parents consider areas of enrich-
ment other than academic?
Enrichment programs are no longer solely aca-
demic.  While academics are extremely important,
focus has been placed on educating the whole
child.  Supplemental supports are available now
for occupational therapy, physical therapy, per-
sonal training, as well as speech and language ther-
apies to supplement the services that students may
or may not be receiving in their home districts.
These additional supports allow parents the
opportunities to advance their children beyond the
average pace by providing accelerated services
privately. 
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