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The following Act of Repentance was offered during opening worship of the 2016 PNW Annual
Conference directed at Restoring the Sacred Circle with Indigenous People. The full service is available
on youtube at the link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g5Dqw144ScY

An Act of Repentance: Advocacy
Rev. Jenny Phillips, Minister for Environmental Stewardship and Advocacy
What does advocacy have to do with discipleship? To me, they’re both about witnessing the
suffering of the world and walking with one another through the pain and shame and confession
and repentance that’s needed so that we can be reconciled with one another, with the earth, and
with God.
Advocacy casts a vision for manifesting God’s realm here on earth and then drawing others into
that vision with us. It’s about naming the broken places between our selves, one another, the
earth, and God, and inviting the community to help repair them.
This is hard work, this work of standing up and acknowledging that something is wrong. Most of
the time, people don’t really want to hear it. It’s embarrassing to have other people point out the
gaps between our values and our actions. Frankly, I find it’s hard to be the one who’s pointing
out those gaps sometimes, because we all have a few gaps between our values and our actions,
right? And some of us might feel a bit of shame about some of those gaps and that can make us
resistant to wanting to name them when we see them.
It takes a special kind of humility and fortitude to ask a person, or an institution, or a government
to turn away from the way they do things for the sake of justice. Especially when you’ve been
complicit with, and benefitted from that broken system you’re trying to change.
For example, we all here in this room have benefited from the clean energy generated by the
dams along the Columbia River. But now we need to stand up and address the costs of that
energy to Native peoples. Likewise, some of our communities have much to gain financially
from proposed terminals to export fossil fuels. But our Native American brothers and sisters are
calling us to fight these terminals and to extricate ourselves from the fossil fuel companies that
are building them because of the devastating implications for their sacred lands.
Advocacy calls the advocate into constant confession and repentance. But the more we do it, the
easier it gets and the better we get at inviting others to confess and repent with us. The more we
peer into the depths of those broken places, the more we are able to invite others to join us. And
if we can stay in relationship with one another and tolerate the pain and brokenness we see, we
might just be able to do the work we need to do to transform the world.
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Study Guide: Advocacy by Kristina Gonzalez
The Statement
Use Lectio Divina to reflect on the reading. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lectio_Divina
Read the statement on Advocacy three times aloud. After each reading, ask the following
question:
•
•
•

Reading 1: What word, phrase or image stood out for me in this reading?
Reading 2: How do advocacy and relationship relate in this essay?
Reading 3: What is God asking me to do, be or change through this testimony?

In groups of three to six persons, use Mutual Invitation1 after each reading to hear reflections
from the group members. Mutual Invitation is a method of intercultural communication that
allows everyone to be invited to the conversation and to invite. It works this way:
The facilitator or the reader poses the question aloud prior to reading and again in a moment of
reflection following the reading. This person offers their reflection to the group, modeling the
length of response, then invites another to participate. Avoid the temptation of going around a
circle.
Once invited, one can share, and then invite; ‘pass for now,’ meaning ‘please come back to me,’
then invite; or ‘pass,’ meaning ‘I don’t have anything to share on this question,’ then invite. All
responses are honored, and each person takes responsibility for their level of involvement. No
cross talk or questioning is allowed during the process, though this can happen at the end if there
is time.
Mutual Invitation allows for reflection, depth in the study, and mutual learning from the wisdom
of the participants. In addition, the invitational aspect honors the many cultures for which an
invitation is important to share comfortably.

Reflection: Advocacy, Aligning Values and Actions
“It’s embarrassing to have other people point out the gaps between our values and our actions,”
says Rev. Jenny Phillips in the essay above. Yes, it is! As United Methodists, we pride ourselves
in our Wesleyan roots - roots that call us to both personal relationship with Jesus Christ and just
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  Kaleidoscope Institute for leadership in a diverse changing world. http://www.kscopeinstitute.org/
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relationships in the world. It is embarrassing to find that we are under educated, and even lack
curiosity about how our comfort negatively impacts others and generations yet to come.
The Iroquois Nation, a confederacy of Indian tribes in the Northeast, made their decisions based
on how their actions would impact seven generations into the future. This is a touchstone for the
environmental movement today. It calls us to ask questions that might prevent us from
irreversible environmental damage as a tradeoff for shorter-term economic gains or luxuries.
Ironically, one justification for moving Indian people to reservations was the claim that they did
not know how to care for the land. During colonization, farming or conversion of the land to
resources (logging, mining, ranching or other enterprises) were considered to be the highest uses
of the land. The Nez Perce people in Northern Idaho were forced out of the Wallowa Mountains
on this pretense in order to provide homesteads for White settlers.
In contemporary society, Indian people face continual challenges to the natural resources and
sacred sites under their control, including thoroughfares through which coal and oil move today.
Indian leaders have called on faith communities to partner with them in advocacy efforts, calling
us to act on the many apologies issued over the years for the role of the church in the devastation
of Indian communities. Is this too much to ask?
In 1987 and 1997, leaders of faith communities, including the Pacific Northwest Conference of
The United Methodist Church, pledged to stand with Indian leaders to protect traditional
ceremonies, sacred sites and symbols, and to right the wrongs of the past. Next year will
represent the 30th anniversary of the first apology. How do our values and actions align?

Commitment
What commitment will you and your group make to:
•
•
•
•

Group discussion and study on what it means for the church to be an advocate alongside
vulnerable populations?
Study of the colonization of American Indians, treaties written and broken, and current
stresses on lands and people?
Study of the history and culture of Indian people in your area, and how the church
intersects the history close to home?
Intentional planning to initiate or enhance relationships with tribes or American Indian
people, including protocols for getting started?
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Resources
Print
Mann, Henrietta and Phillips, Anita. On This Spirit Walk, The Voices of Native American and
Indigenous Peoples. Muskogee, OK: Native American Comprehensive Plan, The United
Methodist Church.
Noley, Homer. First White Frost, Native Americans and United Methodism. 1991. Nashville:
Abington Press.
Roberts, Gary L. Massacre at Sand Creek: How Methodists Were involved in an American
Tragedy. 2016. Nashville: Abington Press.
The Book of Resolutions of the United Methodist Church 2012. 2012. Nashville: United
Methodist Publishing House. Pgs. 417-438.

Web
National Congress of American Indians: http://www.ncai.org/
National Congress of American Indians, An Introduction to Indian Nations in the United States:
http://www.ncai.org/about-tribes/indians_101.pdf
Indian–Ed.org, Tribal Sovereignty in Washington State: http://www.indian-ed.org/
Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Native_American_tribes_in_Idaho
Creation Care, a Ministry of the Pacific Northwest Conference, United Methodist Church:
http://www.pnwumc.org/communications/creation-care/
Creation Justice Ministries, an ecumenical movement: http://www.creationjustice.org/bearsears.html
Faith Action Network Advocacy Toolkit: http://fanwa.org/advocacy/advocacy-toolkit/
Earth Ministry on Advocacy: http://earthministry.org/advocacy/
YouTube: Doctrine of Discovery, Mennonite Church:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JvM4SJN76Yg
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Army Corps of Engineers blocks giant coal export terminal at Cherry Point, Seattle PI:
http://www.seattlepi.com/local/politics/article/Army-Corps-of-Engineers-blocks-giant-coalexport-7423531.php
5 Native American Environmental Cases to Watch in 2015:
http://www.law360.com/articles/638894/5-native-american-environmental-cases-to-watch-in2015
Indian Country Today Media Network:
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/department/sacred-sites

Share other resources as you find them helpful. For questions or assistance, contact:
Kristina Gonzalez
Director of Leadership Development for an Inclusive Church
Pacific Northwest Conference, United Methodist Church
kgonzalez@pnwumc.org
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