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n October 6, we 
launched the initial 
pilot Multiplying 
Ministries cohort. 
It’s made up of 
selected church 
planters and 
pastors from the 

Seattle and Tacoma Districts of The 
PNW Conference, alongside planters 
and pastors from The Oregon-Idaho 
Conference. Coordinated and hosted by 
the Office of Congregational Development 
and facilitated by Brian Zehr of Intentional 
Impact, the cohort launched an eight-
month journey with great enthusiasm.

“There was a level of early engagement 
from this cohort that I have yet to 
experience doing this work with other 
conferences and groups,” explained Zehr. 
“When you are already working outside 
the box, as these folks are, the journey we 
begin together is exciting right from the 
start.”

The work of the Multiplying Ministries 
cohort falls into three areas: 1) developing 
spiritually grounded leaders; 2) creating 
cultural shift; and 3) re-infusing an 
expectation of multiplication back into the 
DNA of our churches/faith communities.

“My initial impression is that this 
cohort is grounded in spiritual practice 
and discipleship,” said the Rev. Shalom 
Agtarap, a church planter and pastor in 
Burien, Wash., who also facilitates the 
South End Union of the Seattle District. 
“I am encouraged that our homework 
after one session is to steep ourselves 
in prayer, to intentionally notice and see 
people through compassionate lenses, 
and to affirm the gifts we see in others. 
What a life of gratitude!”

The eight-month program includes 
six face-to-face day-long gatherings, 
supported by six follow-up coaching 
sessions, and intentional connection 
and collaboration of cohort members 
throughout the program.

“As one of the longer ‘tenured’ pastors 
in the room, I was especially energized 
by the evangelical fervor, justice-driven 
passion, and enduring hope that filled our 
space,” explained the Rev. Kelly Dahlman-
Oeth, pastor of Ronald UMC in Shoreline, 
Wash. “I am grateful that each gathering 
comes with personal, contextualized 
homework and a monthly check-in call for 
coaching and accountability.”

The Multiplying Ministries cohort is 
centered on creating change and applying 

Based on measured results, it is our hope to open up Multiplying Ministries to other planters and pastors from across 
The Greater Northwest Area. For more information, contact William Gibson at wgibson@greaternw.org.

What does multiplication look like
for and in our churches?

learnings in practical ways that help 
pastors and their communities of faith 
discover what it looks like to be church in 
our post-Christian context.

“I pity whoever sits next to me because 
I tend to mutter ‘Wow, there it is,’ and start 
typing away about whatever rabbit trail 
my mind went on,” said the Rev. Jeremy 
Smith, minister of discipleship for First 
United Methodist Church in Portland, Ore. 
“That happened several times in the first 
session, which is a good start!”

Our Methodist movement was initiated 
across America, beginning in 1766, 
through exponential multiplication in 

discipleship. Today, if we hope to reach 
new people, we have to be willing to 
practice what it looks like to be Christian 
and create new intersection points within 
our unique settings.

“My hope for this process is that it 
lifts our heads up from being buried in 
our contexts and keeps our vision on 
the horizon, where all the connection is 
working and living as one body in many 
parts. We do this in theory but not well in 
context, so hopefully this is a step in the 
right direction,” concluded Smith. 

Multiplying Ministries
Pilot Program Launches

By THE REV. DR. WILLIAM D. GIBSON 
Photos by JESSE N. LOVE
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his year’s quadrennial 
Leadership Summit 
emphasized the work ahead 
for Conference committees 
and allowed space for the 
135 registered participants 
to share the “summits” and 

“valleys” of their ministries.
This meeting was held from Sept. 

30 to Oct. 1 at First UMC in Vancouver, 
Wash. Held every four years, the Summit 
welcomes boards and agencies of The 
Pacific Northwest Conference.

During Opening Worship, the Rev. 
Jon Short, pastor of First UMC presented 
a message referring to the folk story 
of “stone soup”. Attendees connected 
this story with their work together, each 
member contributing ingredients of 
experience, gifts, and skills to help create 
something special for all to share.

Other highlights included workshops 
like “Culture and Communication 
for Effective Teams”, presentations 
on Communications (social media, 
storytelling, Regional Media Center, PNW 
Conference Calendar, etc.), and a report 
on the Rebuild Up from the Ashes project 
(which collected $1200 during offering at 
the Summit).

Pastor Harriet Wilkin who serves The 
United Methodist Church of Ephrata, 
opens up on a moment at the Summit 

By SCOTT KLEPACH, JR. with JESSE N. LOVE

she felt was very valuable. “The exercise 
(using three words to identify challenges 
over the next four years) provided 
dialogue to deepen discussions and 
provided another way for those attending 
to get to know one another.”

“It’s helpful to be mindful of where the 
different boards and councils intersect,” 
said Pastor Cody Natland, who serves at 
Central United Methodist Church at Sedro-
Woolley and Bay View United Methodist 
Church in Mount Vernon. “It was a gift 
for me to be able to connect with them 
about our shared passion for reaching and 
empowering young people,” said Natland, 
who referenced ties between the Camping 
Board of Stewards and the Board of 
Higher Education and Campus Ministries.

On Friday evening, Bishop Elaine 
Stanovsky addressed the Summit 

announcing that she is softly entering 
the new Episcopal Area, with a focus 
on listening and observing. Although a 
concrete vision for the Area is still forming, 
Stanovsky emphasized developing 
leadership, creating new places for 
discipleship, and being in prayer as we 
continue to be the church that can change 
the world.

On Saturday morning, The Rev. Bill 
Gibson presented “Making Disciples 
Together” inviting attendees to open 
up with their stories of challenge and 
change. Finding new ways to meaningfully 
engage the local community, managing 
escalating conversations in a digital 
world, sponsoring juvenile offenders, and 
working to translate Jesus and culture 
between the walls of the church and the 
world were just some of the ideas shared 
by laity and clergy.

“There were comments and concerns 
for every program area and every 
geographical area of the Conference – no 
one need feel left out,” shares Rosalee 
Mohney, lay leader for the Seattle District. 
Mohney has been very active in bringing 
continued awareness of wildfire victims in 
Okanogan County. “I am really involved 
with the Rebuild: Up from the Ashes 
project, it was great to know that the 
Bishop is so supportive - it gave us all a 
boost, to say the least.” 

For photos of this event, visit the PNWUMC’s Flickr page (flickr.com/pnwumc), or visit Channels on Facebook (fb.com/channels.
pnwumc). Scott Klepach, Jr. serves as a student local pastor at Yakima: Wesley UMC as well as the convener for the Communications 

Commission of the PNWUMC. Jesse N. Love serves as the graphic designer & print manager for the PNWUMC.

Embracing a Season of Fruitfulness at the Summit

To order copies 
of the 2016 
Leadership 

Summit on DVD, please 
contact the Regional 
Media Center at media@
regionalmediacenter.org
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his year has brought 
many reasons to 
celebrate for campers, 
supporters, friends, and 
guests of Ocean Park 
Camp & Retreat Center. 
OPCRC was dedicated 
in 1941 as a place set 

apart for the ministry of the PNWUMC. 
Here we are 75 years later, celebrating 
our “Diamond” anniversary. It couldn’t be 
more fitting. Just like a diamond, over time 
the Spirit of God in this place has honed 
us. Honed to shine the light of Christ in our 
community. Honed to reflect the beauty of 
what God our Creator has entrusted to us.

In late August, we held a celebration 
to honor our past, worship in the present 
and look to the future. Over 130 people 
of all generations gathered together, 
shared stories, and reminisced on the way 
God worked in their hearts and changed 
their lives through this holy and sacred 
space. There are too many memories and 
people to thank and honor than will fit in 
this article, but the reflections of several 
participants capture the essence of the 
celebration:

“It is at Ocean Park that I’ve felt the 
strongest spiritual community and 
connection in my life. Having been away 
for over a decade, I didn’t know what to 
expect from the anniversary weekend. I 
was so moved to discover that the power 
of OP is as strong in my heart now as ever. 
Whether reconnecting with old friends or 
spending a solitary moment in reflection at 
the beach, the mark that my years at camp 
made on me was unmistakable. I used to 
love OP for the lifelong friends I made and 
the beautiful nature, and now I know it will 
always be a place that I can come to refill 
my spiritual well.” 

Arielle Anderson, Camper, counselor 
1989-2004

“For my wife and me, the Ocean Park 75th 
Anniversary Celebration was a weekend 
of encountering Christ. As we drove into 
camp, it just clicked. For us this encounter 
is like when you reconnect with a good 
friend, it just feels right, spirits are joined, 
and so went the weekend.

When hospitality is wrapped in an 
authentic Christian ministry the doors to 
spiritual growth open wide. Throughout 
the weekend and all of its activities, 

Celebrating the Precious 
“Gems” of Camping Ministry

Christian hospitality and fellowship set 
the tone. This included: meals, campfire 
songs, learning of the camp’s heritage, 
celebrating the Ebenezer, and Sunday’s 
worship service on camping ministry. The 
opportunity to learn of the previous leaders 
and current leaders who have built Ocean 
Park’s great ministry was inspirational. 
Names, photographs and the connected 
stories brought this heritage to life.

As we drove out of the camp we carried 
with us renewed spirits for carrying 
Christ’s ministry into our everyday world. 
Ocean Park is a unique place that not 
only plants seeds of ministry in our hearts 
but also grows them via the relationships 
that happen through a camp and retreat 
experience. Ocean Park is such a place.” 

Dean and Mary Lookingbill, First UMC 
of Vancouver

“It was a delight to connect with former 
staff, program volunteers, and campers 
who grew up to become clergy, site 
advisory members and highly successful 
people committed to their churches and 
the ministry of camps and retreats. During 
this wonderful homecoming event, we 
were touched by the kindness of young 
adults who told us we had influenced 
their lives in ways we never imagined. 
And we were encouraged by all the new 
faces whose lives are now being impacted 
by the love and ministry of hospitality 
provided by [the OPCRC] staff.” 

Wendell and Laurel Ankeny, Camp 
Directors 1989-2000

Anna Hanson, camper and counselor 
since the 1970s, reflects on the OPCRC 
anniversary in her blog at bit.ly/OPCRC_
whathappens

For more about OPCRC, visit www.opretreat.org.

By BRANDON SCHEER
Photos by OCEAN PARK, PAM MURPHY, ET. AL.
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Brandon Scheer serves as the Camp Director for Ocean Park Camp and Retreat Center.

As you can see, the “gems” of what 
the camp and retreat experience brings 
continues to come to life, to renew spirits 
and to draw campers closer to their God 
and Creator. Over 75 years we have had 

had seven campers from the peninsula 
come to summer camp in 2016. OPCRC 
has also become involved with Peninsula 
Poverty Response, a local grassroots 
organization dedicated to alleviating 
poverty and homelessness on the Long 
Beach Peninsula. This past spring, God 
placed on our hearts and in our hands 
a pre-school that was seeking a new 
location as well as new leadership. We 
are proud to have added to our ministry 
the ever-growing Love, Laughter and 
Learning Center. Finally, we continue to 
serve God’s people in the more traditional 
ways with our age-level programming and 
two family summer camp offerings, as well 
as numerous retreat opportunities for all 
types of organizations. 

God continues to hone us. Our ministry 
is constantly being refined by what our 
culture lacks or demands. In an ever 
changing world, God remains our constant 
and continues to use places which are “set 
apart” just like Ocean Park to bring His 
kingdom to earth. May we always strive 
to be the hands and feet of the Gospel 
everywhere we go! 

to “re-think” camp just as we have had to 
“re-think” church. Some of the new and 
unique ways God is present at Ocean 
Park include teaching archery to local 
middle school students. In return, we 

Youth celebrate Beach Party 2016, OP’s Middle School/High School Camp! Photo courtesy of Easton Richmond Photography.
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am Chasity 
Jones of 
Mandeville, 
Louisiana.  I 
have always 
been a fan of 

beautiful things, but 
not until recently has 
the most beautiful 
thing to me been 
the sunset.  It reminds me that God 
is creative and He has created me to 
create as well.  As I walk farther along 
my journey with God, I am witnessing the 
beauty of the people of God as well as 
the beauty of freedom.

I am 24 years old and worked in the 
social work/mental health field prior 
to moving to Seattle.  I received my 

he sweet melody 
of All Sons and 
Daughters’ “Reason 
to Sing” has been 
on constant repeat 
since I have been 

in Germany. Being surrounded 
by so much history and beauty, 
I know that I am privileged to 
be here. On the other hand, 
however, I cannot help but think 
about the circumstances in 
which I am in Germany in the 

A Reason to Sing
I need a reason to sing.

I need to know that you’re still
holding the whole world in your hands.

I need a reason to sing. 

By YVONNE AGDUYENG

first place. The heartbreaking 
effects of violence and power – 
on women, men, and children 
– it begs the question, is there a 
reason to sing? 

I live in the neighborhood of 
Höchst in Frankfurt. Nicknamed 
as “Altstadt,” meaning Old 
Town, the streets are lined with 
traditional German houses on 
pebbled streets with a modest 
1,200 year-old Catholic Church 
on the block. I mean, I live 

Yvonne Agduyeng is a 
Global Mission Fellow 
serving in Frankfurt, 
Germany. Contact Yvonne 
at yagduyeng@umcmission.
org. If you would like to 
support Yvonne, you can 
send your financial gift as a 
check indicating: Advance 
#3022237. 

By CHASITY SHAVON JONES

Discerning My Call to Mission
bachelor’s degree in psychology in 2014 
and I am currently working on my master’s 
in Public Health.  I love the people of 
Cambodia and hope to work there as a 
missionary in the field of public health in 
the future. 

Since I trusted Christ with my life in 
2012, I have heard whispers directing me 
to be a missionary.  This idea was met with 
substantial resistance from my family and 
friends, however.  The resistance led to 
the delay in answering God’s call for my 
life.  In my final semester at Southeastern 
Louisiana University, I was fortunate enough 
to speak with a missionary at my campus’ 
Wesley Foundation. I told her of the conflict 
between mission work and my family.  She, 
too, informed me that most of her family has 
never supported her work, but she did not 

let that keep her from answering God when 
He called her.  She then secretly made the 
director of the Wesley Foundation promise 
to bring me on his next mission trip because 
of the potential she saw.  Her name was 
Marsha Alexander.       

When I was asked by the Rev. Emile 
to go to Cambodia, I thought he was 
joking, but I accepted regardless because 
it had always been hidden desire of mine 
to serve in that capacity.  I have always 
wanted to advocate for the voiceless 
and oppressed but felt too young and 
insignificant to do anything about it. 
Little did I know that the decision to go 
would put me on a trajectory that I would 
never have dared to dream.  The love 
and pure religion that I experienced in 
my time in Cambodia ignited dormant 
passions that I have never known existed 
inside of me.   I am now driven to protect 
children and their innocence.  I now 
recognize that righteous anger, stirred 
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behind a castle! But when I look out my window, 
I also see the old hotel that has been converted 
to a temporary housing unit for refugees. And 
now I notice the constant wave of residents as 
some move to permanent housing and new 
refugees move in from Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria, 
Ghana, and many others. 

In the midst of this, I have slowly been 
introduced to what the church is doing to help. 
My placement as a Global Mission Fellow is 
at the International and Migrant Ministries. 
Specifically, I’m working with Ruferkirche, a 
Methodist church in Frankfurt-Höchst. One of 
the ministries that Ruferkirche provides is a 
language class. And perhaps it is obvious but 
knowing German in Germany is crucial. 

Along with the language class, the church 
is also offering brass instrument lessons –yes, 
music! The beautiful part about music is that 
the melodies and cadences can be understood, 
appreciated, and learned in a short time. 
During brass band last week, as I listened to 
the ear piercing sounds that came from my 
trombone along with the high screeching of 
the trumpets played by Syrian refugees, we 
simply just laughed together and enjoyed the 
ridiculousness of our “band.” But it was our 

band and it was a moment in which I thought to 
myself, “this is the reason I sing.” 

Being part of this ministry brings a whole 
new meaning for me when the Psalmist writes, 
“Praise with a blast on the trumpet, praise 
by strumming soft strings; Praise God with 
castanets and dance, praise God with banjo 
and flute; Praise God with cymbals and a 
big bass drum, praise God with fiddles and 
mandolin. Let every living, breathing creature 
praise God! Hallelujah!” (Psalm 150). 

It is this kind of praise that goes beyond culture, 
language, and even religion. It is a reminder that 
we are partners with God who interest is in the 
world and not just in Christians alone. 

I need a reason to sing. I need to know 
that you’re still holding the whole world in your 
hands. That is a reason to sing.

I look forward to writing more about my 
experience in Frankfurt. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me – I would love to hear from you! I would 
not be here without the support of the local church 
and I take seriously my role as a missionary in 
connecting the local church to mission. 

Special thanks to Marilyn Reid,
Conference Secretary on Global Ministries.
 

up from witnessing injustice can be focused 
into seeking justice.  Ever since then there 
has been this intense motivation to love and 
protect all children, but especially the children 
of survivors of genocide in Cambodia.

I have also recently realized that I am in the 
midst of an identity crisis.  I am unsatisfied not 
knowing my true culture, my true name, my true 
land.  I desire to know that I belong somewhere 
and that my culture is not limited to that of a 
‘Black American’, but so much more than that.  
I want to know that I come from more than pain 
and suffering, chains and whips.  I want to 
know the land that loves me and calls me her 
own, even though it is likely that my land has 
been soaking the tears and blood of genocide 
that colonization has birthed.  Even though 
the land that brought me forth may be crying 
herself and has been rendered barren, I would 
still like to know her. 

Because of these desires within me and the 
recent events of police brutality in the United 
States, a desire to advocate seeps from my 
pores.  The strength of the desire to advocate on 
behalf of my people, black Americans, continues 
to surprise me daily.  As I witness violence 
against my brothers and sisters who want 

Listen: Praying in a Noisy 
World (D1024)

This resource by retired 
UMC Bishop Rueben P. Job is 
a six-week (forty day) prayer 
journey that helps individuals 
and groups learn how to listen 
for, understand, and follow 
God’s guidance and direction. 
Participants use the prayer 
guide on their own and then 
come together once a week 
to watch a video, discuss and 
share what they are learning 
and pray together. The DVD 
provides six video segments 
featuring interview clips with 
a variety 
of people 
talking about 
their own 
experiences 
with prayer. 
Sessions are 
approximately 
10 minutes 
long.

All The Places To Go: How 
Will You Know? (D4597)

Are you ready for an 
adventure? Rarely in the Bible 
does God command someone 
to “stay.” Instead, he opens 
a door and invites us to walk 
through it – into the unknown. 
And whether we stay or go will 
ultimately determine the kind 
of life we’ll live and the kind of 
person we’ll become. In this six-
session DVD study, best-selling 
author John Ortberg opens our 
eyes to the countless doors 
God places before us every 
day, teaches 
us how to 
recognize them, 
and encourages 
us to step out 
in faith and 
embrace all the 
extraordinary 
opportunities 
that await.

protection and equality and as I witness a nation 
ignoring their outcry, I am moved to action. 

At Faith Action Network, I will be 
advocating for policies that would reverse the 
disenfranchisement of people of color through 
dismantling a culture of violence, criminal 
justice, economic justice, and healthcare.  
Never in my life would I have imagined that 
I would end up here in Washington State 
focusing my passion to impact thousands of 
people, as opposed to working on a case by 
case basis in the social work field back at 
home in Louisiana.  I hope to lift of the black 
community with my words, actions, and by what 
I advocate for. 

I also want to be an inspiration to the 
members of my family, especially my younger 
brother and sister.  I hope that through my 
example that they can understand that life is 
about what you give, not what you receive.   I 
hope that my future children will be proud to 
bear my legacy and will know that there is a 
place and a people who love and want them. 

Most importantly, I hope to please God with 
my life. 

Support Chasity Jones, Advance #3022206. 
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hat would it be like to 
live in a silent world? 

Wind would play in the 
trees, but the rustle of 

the leaves wouldn’t exist; 
chatter outside an office door wouldn’t 
cause a stir; a preacher would live their 
sermon, but the words wouldn’t be heard. 
This is how people in our community with 
hearing loss and impairment live every day.

There are many resources for the 
deaf and hard of hearing community in 
the Greater Seattle Area and our own 
Edmonds School District provides a deaf 
and hard of hearing program for students 
from preschool to age 21, the only school 
district in the area to do so. However, 

there is an absence of faith communities 
extending a hand to welcome those 
with hearing loss and impairment. “Only 
1 percent of American deaf children 
will attend church as adults. Less than 
7 percent will ever have the gospel 
presented to them in a way they can 
understand.” Edmonds United Methodist 
Church seeks to bring the life of the 
Bible and worship to the deaf and hard of 
hearing community in our midst.

Over 20 years ago, a small assembly 
of deaf and hard of hearing individuals 
began attending worship at Edmonds 
UMC. This cultivated a spirit of inclusion 
among church members and an ASL 
interpreter was designated to sign during 

worship services. Years passed and fewer 
deaf people attended worship service 
except at Christmas and Easter. Wanting 
to reignite the inclusion of the deaf 
community, church members researched 
and proposed a plan for an ASL interpreter 
worship service each Sunday morning. 
In 2015, the congregants’ work came to 
fruition when ASL Interpretation officially 
became part of each Sunday worship 
service. 

The ASL Interpreted service is offered 
each Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. If 
you’d like more information, please contact 
the church at 425-778-2119 or office@
edmondsumc.org. 

Jessica Pair serves as the Coordinator of Media & Information for Edmonds United Methodist Church.
You can contact Pair at jessicap@edmondsumc.org

About Edmonds United Methodist Church 
Edmonds United Methodist Church has served the city of Edmonds since the early 20th century. We strive for diversity in our 

congregation, believing that all people are created in God’s image and loved unconditionally by God. We seek to be an inclusive and 
multicultural church of different ages, racial backgrounds, classes, genders, and sexual orientations. We seek unity in our common 
faith in Jesus Christ and our common commitment to grow in Christian discipleship. Worship is held Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. with ASL interpretation at the 10:30 a.m. service. The ministries of Edmonds United Methodist Church include; the 
Edmonds Food Bank, Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS), Tutoring, educational groups and events, and more. For information, please 
visit www.edmondsumc.org.

Interpreting a Silent Bible By JESSICA PAIR

Ideas & Inspiration
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Visit greaternw.org for a link to this article as well as information on
The Greater Northwest Episcopal Area (Alaska, Oregon-Idaho, Pacific Northwest)

n August 13, 
without fanfare, 
Clint and I 
crossed from 
Montana into 
Idaho on I-90. It 
was a pilgrimage 
from Denver to 
Seattle: from 

one rich chapter of life and ministry in the 
Mountain Sky Area into another, unknown 
chapter in the Greater Northwest Area.

How do you enter a new place? Or 
even, how do you re-enter a familiar place 
after many years? How does a leader join 
multiple teams each with its own habits 
and traditions, its quirks, taboos and 
preferences?

In Luke 10, Jesus sends his followers 
to places they had never been before with 
instructions to “carry no purse, no bag, 
no sandals” (Luke 10:4). He tells them 
to offer only a blessing of peace and to 
receive the hospitality offered them by 
strangers who receive their blessing. 
They are to heal the sick and tell them 
that the Kingdom of God “is right on your 
doorstep” (Luke 10:9, The Message). As 
you read the passage you wonder, what 
about teaching about Jesus, condemning 
wickedness, and baptizing converts?

Sounds like a gentle kind of 
evangelism, grounded in vulnerability, 
mutual respect, shared resources and 
healing relationships. Can it be that the 
Kingdom of God is there on the doorstep 
– the threshold – where guest and host 
exchange blessings and meet one 
another?

I’m thinking of this year as a 
threshold. Throughout the year I will 
travel to a variety of places for “threshold 
events” where we will meet and bless one 
another. In June, we’ll cross the threshold 
into new relationship with a service 
of installation during the joint Annual 
Conference session of the Oregon-Idaho 
and Pacific Northwest Conferences, with 
representatives from Alaska joining us as 
well.

God’s at work in the world, sending us 
to new places to meet new people. We are 
blessed to be a blessing! 

A Pastoral Letter from Bishop Elaine Stanovsky

 

Insights
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New Beginnings,
The Gifts of Aging (D4335)

This DVD shows creative 
ministries involving older 
adults; Mission opportunities, 
teaching, service abound 
in the stories told on this 
film. “The church has the 
opportunity to reframe the 
experience of aging and 
help cultivate among older 
adults the qualities of spiritual 
maturity.” - Richard Gentzler, 
Former Director of Center on 

Aging and Older 
Adult Ministries, 
GBOD.

s I sat in one of 
the presentations 
about Boomers 
at Boomerstock, 
this famous 

refrain came to my mind: 
“Freedom’s just another word 
for nothing left to lose...” by Kris 
Kristofferson and Fred Foster. 
Kristofferson is not a Boomer, 
having been born in 1936. 

“Me and Bobby McGee” 
became an iconic song during 
the 1970’s, a pivotal decade 
for Boomers. I can still hear 
Janis Joplin’s raspy voice 
wailing out the mournful lyrics 
of a drifter and his girlfriend, 
Bobby McGee. Her version 
of the song is by far the best, 
recorded a few days before 
she died of a drug overdose. 

I am not a boomer, having 
been born 4 years before 
the designated “Boomer 
Generation” of 1946-1964. But 
like our entire country, I am 
deeply affected by how the 
Boomers are perceived and how 
they have impacted our nation.

The Boomer Generation is 
also identified by significant 
events -- like Vietnam War, 
Civil Rights Movement, 
Woodstock, etc. Speaking of 
Woodstock, this iconic music 
fair on August 15-18, 1969, is 
still with us. 

The spirit of Woodstock was 
with us through a large group 
of United Methodist leaders 
from around the country in 
late September. We attended 
BOOMERSTOCK, a gathering 
that helped us explore how to 
be more effective in ministry 
with Boomers.

For three days, we listened 
to speakers identify the wide 
variety of characteristics of the 
Boomer Generation. We began 
to catch glimpses of how our 
denomination might reach out 
to boomers and to get in touch 
with their strong desire to be 
needed.

Lynn Swedberg and I 
are bringing back to our 
Conference Council on Older 
Adult Ministries (too) much 

a helpful book when it is 
released in early 2017: “Boomer 
Spirituality: Seven Values for 
the Second Half of Life.”

We previewed his 
findings and reflections at 
Boomerstock. Like members 
of every generation, each of 
us are strongly shaped by 
the values we were raised 
to believe are important and 
by the experiences within us 

material on who boomers are, 
some of the things they seek, 
and how they are open to 
engaging with activities that 
mean something significant to 
them and the world around.

I’ll simply introduce the 
dynamic labeled “Boomer 
Spirituality”. Craig Miller, a 
staff member with the General 
Board of Discipleship, has 
written what I expect will be 

and around us that confirm or 
question those values.

Miller has identified 
seven values that, in some 
identifiable ways, characterize 
Boomers (no longer called 
“baby boomers”, by the way). 
They are: 1) Brokenness 2) 
Loneliness 3) Rootlessness 
4) Self-Seeking 5) Godliness 
6) Supernaturalism 7) 
Wholeness.

Craig Miller was quick to 
admit “What else is new?” 
about these values. They are 
pretty common values in most 
every generation of people. 
They reflect basic human 
desires and needs.

“Supernaturalism” was 
Craig’s word to describe the 
innate desire of people to 
search for spiritual sense and 
meaning beyond their own 
limited experiences. I’m eager 
to read his book to see how he 
fully describes how Boomers 
both embrace and challenge 
those seven values. My hunch is 
that we non-Boomers (older and 
younger) will nod “yes” to the 
values, even if we experience 
them much differently.

Through Boomerstock, I was 
reminded that while Boomers 
grew up with many experiences 
unique to 1946-64, they simply 
filtered their experiences 
through the values and needs 
that reside in every person living 
now, and in persons preceding 
us in death. After all, we’re all 
human beings, you know!

P.S. As I reflected on 
the Bobby McGee chorus, I 
wondered about a new twist on 
Freedom that hopefully reflects 
the Gospel: “Freedom’s just 
another word for someone 
more to be.” 

Learn more about 
Boomerstock at bit.ly/

boomerstock
Follow “Older Adult Ministries 
in the PNW” on Facebook (@
ccoam). The Rev. Paul Graves 

serves as the chair for the 
Conference Council on Older 

Adults ministry.

By THE REV. PAUL GRAVES

Insights
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DECEMBER 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

27 28 29 30 1 2 3

4 5 6
• Board of 

Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

7
• Multiplying Ministries

8 9 10

11 12
• Greater NW Extended 

Cabinet @ Wesley 
Homes Auditorium

13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

• Christmas Institute Pre-Treat @ TBD • Christmas Holiday (The Conference Office 
is Closed)

• Christmas Holiday (The Conference Office 
is Closed)

• Christmas Institute 20016 @ The Firs

• High School Winter Retreat @ Lazy F

• Greater Northwest Cabinet @ PNWUMC

• CCOYM Exec Team Meeting @ University of 
Washington Wesley Club

NOVEMBER 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30 31 1 2

• Multiplying Ministries 
@ PNWUMC

3 4 5
• Board of Pensions @ 

PNWUMC

• Being Church: Finding 
the Common Good @ 
First UMC of Olympia

• Messy Church 
Training @ Newburg 
First UMC (Oregon)

6 7
• Board of 

Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

8 9 10
• Faith Action Network 

@ PNWUMC

11
• Veteran’s Day (The 

Conference Office is 
CLOSED.)

12
• Conference 

Council on Young 
Adult Ministries @ 
PNWUMC

• Christmas Institute 
Leadership Team 
Meeting @ TBD

13
• Threshold Event: Meet 

Bishop Stanovsky 
@ Montavilla UMC 
(Oregon)

14 15 16 17
• Camping Board of 

Stewards @ PNWUMC
• Annual Conference 

2017 Design Team @ 
Vancouver: First UMC

18 19

• Lay Servant Ministries 
– Basic Course @ 
Seattle: First UMC

20 21 22 23 24
• Thanksgiving (The 

Conference Office is 
CLOSED.)

25
• The Conference Office 

is CLOSED.

26

27 28 29 30 1 2 3

• Extended Cabinet Summit @ Jacksonville, Fla.

• Greater Northwest Cabinet @ Portland First UMC

• Fort Flagler Youth Retreat 2016 @ Fort 
Flagler State Park

• Middle School Retreat at Camp Indianola @ 
Camp Indianola

• Fort Flagler 
Youth Retreat 
2016 @ Fort 
Flagler State 
Park

• Middle School 
Retreat at Camp 
Indianola @ 
Camp Indianola
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niversity classes are 
beginning in the Congo and 21 
students from the Jamaa Letu 
Orphanages are enrolling. 
Yes, 21 – there are 12 new 

students and nine continuing students 
attending college.

For new students, there are 
adjustments to university life plus moving 
out of the orphanages into housing in the 
community. Although they will always 
consider the orphanages as their family 
home, for these young people, it’s time to 
move to a new stage of independence. 

One of the young men is a student at 
Africa University in Zimbabwe studying to 
be a United Methodist pastor. His first year 
will include an intensive English program 
followed by four years of studies in the 
Faculty of Theology. Several students are 

Support our 21 
university students!

studying Information technology at University 
of Mulungwishi, a United Methodist school 
that is a two-hour bus ride away. Our young 
people are also studying economics, 
business, community development, computer 
science and nursing.

But for these students, there are no 
scholarships, student employment or 
student loans. 

All financial support comes from 
outside the Congo. Most of the students 
are being funded entirely from The PNW 
Conference. The $4,000 annual cost 

includes tuition, fees, books, supplies, 
room and board, tuition, transportation 
and personal expenses.

Each student is important. They come 
from the orphanages which are supported 
by the PNW Conference. Keep them in 
your thoughts and prayers. Consider 
supporting them financially. 

Barbara Dadd Shaffer serves as the
chair for the Bishop’s Task Force,
Hope for the Children of Africa.

JAMAA LETU ORPHANAGES:

Back to School!

By BARBARA DADD SHAFFER


