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(Left) Newly-elected, Bishop Grant J. Hagiya gathers with the delegates from the 
PNW. (Right) Bishop Grant visits Mercer Island UMC as it hosts Tent City. 
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Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
ithout a doubt, this is 
the hardest letter that I 
have had to write as your 
Bishop of the Greater 
Northwest Area. As you 

have heard by now, the Western Jurisdiction 
Committee on Episcopacy has assigned 
me to the Los Angeles Area, and I will be 
starting there on September 1, 2016.

I have to be honest, this news caught 
me completely by surprise, and I have 
been reeling from it ever since. Although 
United Methodist bishops are subject 
to reassignment every four years, and 
the standard term is for eight years or 
two terms, I was hoping that the work 
that we have started could have been 
completed by coming back for one more 
quadrennium. I was more confident of 
returning than not, and in my human folly, 
did not anticipate the possibility of really 
moving. Oh, I realized it was a possibility, 
but perhaps because I did not want to 
face that fact, psychologically distanced 
myself from that reality.

We plan – God laughs, and this sums 
up well my human sinfulness. I had not 
planned to move, but God had other 
intentions. It is once again a reminder that 
we are not in charge of our lives, and had 
I truly left this in the hands of God, I would 
not be in this state of shock.

The prevailing symbol of my calendar 
book, scribbled with events in date blocks 
of things I had planned for the Greater 
Northwest serves as a reminder of my folly. 
Had I left this in the hands of God, no future 
dates would have been made. In fact, if I 
really turned my life to God, I would have 
thrown away my calendar completely!

Which brings me back to the reason 
for this last pastoral letter to you all. It is to 
say goodbye, and to sincerely thank you 
for being in ministry with me these past 
years. It was a wild ride we were on, and 
I think we are posed to do great things in 
the near future. All of the signs of vitality 
are right there for us, and like Moses not 
being able to enter the promised land, 
I will not be able to go there with you. 
I do know that you will get there, and 
that is very comforting – not completely 
satisfying, but very comforting.

Those of you who know me well realize 
that I tend to suppress deep emotional 
outbursts, and in not facing some of the 
hard possibilities of life like having to leave 
people you care deeply for, you put off for 
tomorrow that which you should be facing 
today. That’s simply me, and that is why 
I am in this predicament of not being 
truly ready to leave. But what I have 

come to realize is these deep seated 
emotions of care tend to flood out at the 
most inappropriate of times, and I am 
somewhat glad that I didn’t embarrass 
myself in front of all you at annual 
conference or other big occasions.

However, this is also the hard evidence 
of how much I love all of you, and why 
I have so much gratitude for the time 
we have spent together. It is also why I 
wanted to end my episcopal career with 
all of you – to be the only area that I was 
able to serve. You also know that I don’t 
like “touchy-feely” reactions, and I have 
crossed way over that line already!

However, truly believing in servant 
leadership, I must model the itinerant 
system that was at the heart of John 

Wesley’s ecclesiology. As difficult as it is 
to have to accept that, I do so as a servant 
of Christ, realizing once again that it is not 
my plans, but God’s plans that must be 
obeyed and followed.

In closing, and by way of a final 
goodbye, let me share how much my 
time with all of you has meant to me. You 
have formed me and molded me into the 
servant leader I am today, and my only 
response is one of profound gratitude...

Be the Hope,

Bishop Grant J. Hagiya

Bishop Grant Hagiya has been appointed 
to serve the California Pacific Conference 

after the Western Jurisdictional 
Conference in July. Here is a Pastoral 
Letter to The Greater Northwest Area

Bishop Grant Hagiya sports a pouty 
grin after a losing a basketball game 
against the young people at The 
PNWAC Sessions 2009. 

Bishop Grant Hagiya visits Jim Truitt 
and Jason Dix to survey flooded 
areas in Lewis County back in 2009

Bishops Jack Tuell and Grant Hagiya 
share a moment before worship at 
Hagiya’s welcoming service in 2008.

Jack Tuell, Grant Hagiya, and Woodie 
White lay hands during Ordination and 
Commissioning service, 2009.
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he 143rd session of the Pacific 
Northwest Annual Conference 
took place at the Washington 
State Fairgrounds in Puyallup, 
Wash., June 24-26, 2016. Bishop 

Grant J. Hagiya of the Greater Northwest 
Episcopal Area was the officiating bishop.

This was the second time that Puyallup 
has been home to an annual conference 
session; it was last held in the same 
location in 2014. A theme shared across 
the area with The Alaska and Oregon-
Idaho Conferences, “Keeping Sabbath: 
Resting, Rejoicing, Returning,” was quite 
fitting for the end of the quadrennium, 
particularly one which crescendoed with 
shared hosting responsibilities for the 2016 
United Methodist General Conference in 
Portland, Ore. a month earlier.

Worship was an essential part of the 
conference session. Opening Worship 
on Friday morning featured a vulnerable 
sermon by Bishop Hagiya where he 
preached on the theme of Sabbath 
confessing, “I am Pharaoh,” as he reflected 
on the need for a slower, deliberate, 
pace. “It’s time to set a more sustainable 

schedule. Sabbath is one way.”
The Rev. Kathlyn James delivered 

the message at the Memorial Service, 
acknowledging that she was “tired of 
death” as the church she served has 
lost 30 members a year on average over 
her nine years there. Still, she reminded 
people in her remarks that, “death and 
its ever-present possibility make love, 
passionate love, more possible.”

At the Ordination and Commissioning 
Service, retiring Inland District 
Superintendent and cabinet dean, the 

Rev. Dale Cockrum offered wisdom to his 
colleagues using the metaphor of clay 
jars. Cockrum emphasized the need for 
self-care, collegiality, equipping of the 
laity and adaptability while encouraging 
those listening to empty themselves “to 
make room for the treasures of mission, 
ministry, and meaning.”

The Pacific Northwest Conference 
endorsed the Rev. Lyda Pierce, who 
serves as coordinator of Hispanic/

The Pacific Northwest Annual Conference Sessions
By PATRICK SCRIVEN

Photos by TERI TOBEY, AARON PAZAN, ALAN ROGSTAD, and JESSE N. LOVE

Continue to the next page

Alan Rogstad, executive director of 
Camping & Retreat Ministries invites 
Annual Conference attendees to visit 
the PNW Camps Booth for camp stories, 
conversation, and relaxation. Visitors 
had an opportunity to relax in Adirondack 
chairs to leave behind concrete and steel 
of the Showplex for a quick escape to 
nature (or in this case a potted tree!).

(Clockwise, from top left) Attendees 
hold candles during a vigil for victims of 
the Orlando mass shooting outside of 
the Showplex at the Washington State 
Fairgrounds. The body of The PNW 
Annual Conference votes on legislation. 
The Rev. Ruth Marston speaks during 
legislation. The Rev. Neil Sharpe, Todd 
Shively, and Jacque Salmons. The Rev. 
Richenda Fairhurst kneels as friends 
and family lay hands on her during the 
Ordination and Commissioning service. 
For more photos visit www.flickr.com/
pnwumc
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Latino ministries, as a candidate for the 
episcopal election that will take place 
at this summer’s Western Jurisdictional 
Conference. The laity of the Conference 
also elected a new conference lay leader, 
Nancy Tam Davis, and thanked Joan 
Holms, outgoing lay leader. Holms was 
also the recipient of the Bishop’s Award.

Offerings were received during 
Conference for the United Methodist 
Mission in Honduras, the Conference’s 
ministry with the Jamaa Letu Orphanages 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo, and 
a new initiative to reach Native American 
young people at Wilbur Memorial United 
Methodist Church. Giving for these items 
at the Conference totaled $2,137.85, 
$12,859.44, and $2,518.35 respectively. 
An additional $450.30 was raised through 
a used-books sale.

Significant plenary time was allocated 
to hear a report from the Hope for the 
Children of Africa task force. Claudine 
Kasongo, a special guest and the first 
girl from the Jamaa Letu Orphanage 
to graduate from college, shared her 
story with the body as the Conference 
also learned about the signing of a new 
cooperation agreement between The 
Pacific Northwest and The South Congo/
Zambia Episcopal Area.

The Conference also received a 
rousing report on new church starts from 
the Rev. William Gibson who shared 
that the Pacific Northwest Conference 
will begin 10 new church development 
projects in the 2016/2017 appointment 
season. It also received a thoughtful 
report and response to General 
Conference from lay delegate Marie 
Kuch-Stanovsky and clergy delegate the 
Rev. Mary Huycke.

Imagine No Malaria Field Coordinator 
Julia Frisbie reported the good news of 
The Greater Northwest Area’s completion 
of its Imagine No Malaria goal of $1 
million. The Pacific Northwest exceeded 
its Conference goal of $500,000 as a 
part of that total. Ashley Gish, assistant 
campaign director for Imagine No Malaria, 
was also on hand to offer thanks.

Kristina Gonzalez, director of leadership 
development for an inclusive church for 
The Pacific Northwest Conference, and 
Marcia Bennett-Reinert, lay member 
from Snoqualmie United Methodist 
Church, shared an update on our 
works of repentance with indigenous 
people. Resources were recently released 
to assist congregations in this task. Moscow 
First United Methodist Church was lifted 

up as an example of a church that followed 
through in taking thoughtful action toward 
relationship building.

After much debate, legislation, titled 
“Action of Non-Conformity with The 
General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church,” was affirmed with a 
vote of 315 in favor, 74 against, and six 
abstentions. It was modeled after similar 
actions of nonconformity previously 
taken in the New England, Desert 
Southwest and California-Pacific Annual 
Conferences. The full text is available on 
The PNW News Blog.

The Conference moved support for 
petitions highlighting issues regarding 
juvenile detention, signed on to a 
campaign to raise the minimum wage 
in Washington to $13.50 by 2020, and 
supported the full civil and ecclesiastical 
rights and privileges of all persons 
including LGBT people. The conference 
also approved a petition to rejoin the 
Religious Coalition for Reproductive 
Choice, support that was withdrawn by the 
2016 General Conference.

Together, the Conference members 
approved a “lament” that General 
Conference 2016 continued to invest in 
fossil fuels while also resolving to divest 
from investments of the same by January 1, 
2018. They also affirmed their continuing 
partnership with The South Congo/
Zambia Episcopal Area and support of 
its ministries, especially the Jamaa Letu 
Orphanages. The Conference went on 
the record opposing the ratification of the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership trade treaty 
because of its prioritization of corporate 
profit over human welfare, the environment 
and the economy. They elected a new 
Conference global mission secretary.

Members approved a smaller 
Conference budget than they did in 2015, 
reducing it by 1.79 percent to $5,316,227. 
Apportionment allocations also were 
reduced for local churches as more 

churches were honoring their shared 
commitment. A 1.2 percent increase in 
minimum salary, changes effecting moving 
allowances, housing allowances for retired 
clergy, and a number of other grants and 
benefits changes were enacted.

Three individuals were ordained as 
elders and admitted to full connection 
with an average age is 51.4. In 
preparation for the order of elder, seven 
individuals were commissioned and one 
into the order of deacon with an average 
age is 39.25. We also celebrated the 
commissioning of a new deaconess. We 
recognized the new licenses of seven 
local pastors, and the retirement of 13 
ordained clergy, four local pastors and a 
Board of Global Ministries missionary.

And in grief we mourned, and with joy 
we honored, 35 saints who have gone 
on before us and four churches whose 
ministries will end, but whose legacies will 
live on.

• Membership stands at 42,876, down 
1,724 from the previous year.

• Worship attendance stands at 17,961, 
down 885.

• Church school attendance stands at 
3,577, down 601.

• Professions or reaffirmations of faith 
stand at 754, down 23.

• Baptisms stand at 398, down 78 from 
the previous year.

• Adults and young adults in small 
groups (for 2015) 10,489, down (from 
2014) 130.

• Worshippers engaged in mission (for 
2015) 8,369, up (from 2014) 779. 

Patrick Scriven serves as director of 
communications and young people’s 
ministries. The Rev. Shirley DeLarme 

served as the secretary for The Pacific 
Northwest Annual Conference Sessions.

Continued from the previous page

Forrest Tufte and Amanda 
Tobey host the Awards 
Banquet at The PNW 
Annual Conference 
Sessions.

View the following page for 
this year’s results!
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he PNWAC 2016 Awards Banquet honored local 
churches and members for their excellence in 
ministry on Saturday June 25 at the Showplex Center, 
Washington State Fairgrounds. Here is a list of 
honorees.

CLERGY WOMEN
• Ruth Award: Phyllis Reynolds
• Marion Kline Award: Miki Craighead
• Ruth Award with the Gloria Spriggs Scholarship: Alexa 

Eisenbarth
• Ruth Award honorable mentions: Laura Baumgartner & 

Bailey Brawner

CAMPING AWARD
• The Highest Percentage of People Involved with Camping by 

District: Vancouver District

SPECIAL HONORS
• Ronda Cordill – In appreciation of her untiring service as the 

PNW UMVIM coordinator, helping us to serve those in need.
• Keith Hackett – In appreciation of his service to “the least of 

these’ as Conference Secretary of Global Ministries.)
• Joan Hackett – In appreciation of her service as the 

Conference Secretary of Global Ministries, teaching, inspiring 
and encouraging us to be in service to all.

GOLDEN EZZY AWARDS 
• For churches that have, on average up to 39 folks, in weekly 

attendance: Bellevue Korean UMC of Seattle, Seattle 
District, 1-04-2016

• For churches that have, on average 40 to 75, in weekly 
attendance: Everett Spirit of Grace, Puget Sound District, 
1-13-2016

• For churches that have, on average 76 or more, in weekly 
attendance: Tacoma First Korean, Tacoma District, 1-8-2016

DISCIPLESHIP: ONE MATTERS AWARD
• Rochester UMC – Pastor Heather Sparkman and the 

congregation of Rochester UMC put discipleship as its 
focus through its Community Clothing Closet, Church 
shuttle service, Sunday breakfasts, and worship services at 
Candlewood Senior Apartments in Chehalis, Wash.

RISK-TAKING AWARDS
• Inland: Lewiston First UMC
• Puget Sound: Edmonds UMC
• Seattle: Lake Washington UMC
• Seven Rivers: Pateros Community UMC
• Tacoma: Federal Way UMC
• Vancouver: First UMC 

By TERI TOBEY | Photos by JESSE N. LOVE

PNW Award Banquet Results
Recognizing local church achievements, extraordinary service by members at #pnwac16

Teri Tobey serves as the program assistant for Young People’s 
Ministries for the PNWUMC. Jesse N. Love serves as the graphic 

designer & print manager for the PNWUMC.

Visit The PNW News Blog for more on the results from this year’s 
Awards Banquet at The PNW Annual Conference Sessions:

bit.ly/pnwac16-awards

bit.ly/5-columns-2016
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By JIM TRUITT
Photo by KATHY BRYSONBy KATHY FISHER | Photos by ANDY O’DONNELL

he recovery from the Washington 
Wildfires in 2014 and 2015 have 
occupied most of my volunteer time 
and I don’t see that changing much 
for at least the next two years. As a 
consequence, I believe I have not 

focused as much of my attention on the Early 
Response Team ministry as it deserves. So, it 
is with great pleasure and honor that I introduce 
Kathy Bryson as our new Early Response Team 
Coordinator for the Pacific Northwest Conference.

Kathy has been a trained ERT for almost as 
long as I have. She has been on several ERT 
deployments, was the team leader for one of 
the ERTs deployed to Minot, N.D., was the team 
leader for one of the VIM teams that went to 
Galena, Alaska after the Yukon River flooding, 
and has either participated in or led many VIM 
teams along the Gulf Coast. She has successfully 
completed the ERT “Train the Trainer” class and 
will teach her certification class this September. 
She and I will then teach more ERT Basic and 
Refresher classes over the next year.

Kathy is already at work. She is coordinating 
with her counterpart in Central Texas to see if 
we can respond to their call for help following the 
major floods they have experienced over the last 
two months. She’s also in contact with the Cal-Pac 
Conference’s Disaster Response Coordinator to 
determine if they need help responding to the Lake 
Isabella wildfire. You will hear more about both of 
these events in the very near future.

Kathy and her husband Dana are members of 
Kennewick First UMC in Washington. She can be 
reach at ERT@pnwumc.org

I encourage you to support Kathy as much as or 
more than you have supported me over the years. 
With your support, the PNW Conference can do 
great things.

Blessings to all of you…now, let’s go help some 
people! 

Jim Truitt serves as the co-coordinator for the 
PNW’s United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 

(UMVIM).

Kathy Bryson is
new ERT Coordinator

s we welcome summer 
and all of its joys; the 
trips, vacations and 
other gatherings of 
friends and family; 

we are reminded of wildfires. 
Here in the Seven Rivers District, 
wildfires seem to be a normal part 
of our summers. And we hope 
and pray that the summer of 2016 
will be a quiet summer, allowing 
us to catch our breath, to catch 
up, to make more headway on the 
houses that still need to be rebuilt 
from the fires of 2014 and 2015.

It is overwhelming to describe the scale of destruction of those fires. Almost 
600,000 acres burned. Over 400 homes destroyed, of those approximately 70 
uninsured or underinsured, leaving homeowners with nowhere to turn. Also 
lost, irrigation and water systems, hundreds of miles of fencing, feed for cattle 
and deer, and hundreds of animals. Finally, we remember our greatest loss: 
three young firefighters who died when trapped by rapidly shifting flames.

In 2015, generous donations from the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief, the Pacific Northwest Conference, and other faith-based groups helped 
pay for the construction of 14 homes. In 2016, we plan to build 16 homes and 
provide emergency shelter for survivors, some facing their third consecutive 
winter. And the rebuild will continue into 2017 and 2018. As time passes, 
people forget, and we need to remind folks that there is much work ahead.

Your Pacific Northwest Board of Laity believes that the Pacific Northwest 
Conference United Methodist folks can help meet this challenge. Through a 
grassroots movement, Rebuild: Up From the Ashes, led by district lay leaders, 
we are going to help rebuild homes for people who have nothing left but 
endurance and character. We are called to help people in our conference. We 
hope you will join us. I believe that Seven Rivers needs to lead the way.

We hope to raise enough money to build six houses. Right now, each 
house costs about $90,000 or $550,000 total. A big number, but we have six 
districts, many churches filled with enough lay people to make this happen. 
We hope to schedule volunteers, teams of volunteers to come help build 
houses. And we hope that this movement will go beyond our Methodist doors; 
that you will take this into your communities and to your friends because we 
need help from everyone.

 Let’s join together and bring Hope. 
 

Karen Fisher serves as the Seven Rivers District Lay Leader.
Andy O’Donnell is the lay leader for Renton: First UMC.

The Rebuild Movement

In July 2016, laity from The PNW Conference visited sites in Pateros, 
Wash. Wildfires from 2014 and 2015 left over 400 homes destroyed and 
families devastated. Rebuild: Up from the Ashes - a laity-driven building 
project hopes to bring hope to lives affected by this disaster.

News Now
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Cooperation Agreement 
between The Pacific Northwest 
Conference and the South 
Congo Episcopal Area was 
signed during a dinner event 

during General Conference in Portland in 
mid-May. After working together to support 
the two Jamaa Letu Orphanages since 
1999, the relationship is now solidified with 
this agreement that took more than two 
years to develop.

The Agreement was signed in a 
public ceremony at a festive, fun dinner 
in Portland. More than 60 Congolese 
were guests of The Pacific Northwest 
Conference for dinner with a similar 
number of people from the US present. 
There was good food, speeches 
(inevitable!), humor, storytelling by Jamaa 
Letu graduate Claudine “Blessing” Nyota, 
lively singing and the signing of the 
Agreement by two bishops. 

The Methodist movement began in 
the southern part of what is now called 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
back in 1910. The relationship of the 
sending missionary agencies and the 
receiving mission projects has evolved 
over the years from one of significant 
inequality to that which is represented 
by this agreement. The Agreement is 
clear that everyone has responsibilities 
to their own constituencies and to the 
other one - different but equally important 
responsibilities. The Agreement is clear 
that both Congolese and the PNW 
have responsibilities in both their own 
geographic area and in the other area. 
For example, the Congolese United 
Methodists have the responsibility to 
assist the Pacific Northwest Conference 
with their efforts as well as raising the 
children and teens in the two orphanages. 

It will take all parties a while to live 
into the Agreement, but it has a good 
beginning and a great future.  

Bishop Grant Hagiya serves the Greater 
Northwest Episcopal Area. Bishop 

Kainda Katembo serves the South Congo 
Episcopal Area.

The Jamaa Letu Orphanages for boys 
and for girls is a ministry of The United 
Methodist Church in the South Congo 
Conference (Africa) and The Pacific 

Northwest Conference. Donations may be 
made through your local church or directly 

to the Treasurer’s Office of the PNW 
Conference.

Visit JamaaLetu.org. On Facebook, 
search: Hope for the Children of Africa.

Historic Cooperation 
Agreement Signed

By BARBARA DADD SHAFFER | Photos by JESSE N. LOVE

The South Congo Episcopal Area and The PNW 
Conference work together to care for Africa’s orphan 

children for a better future.

Bishops Grant J. Hagiya and Kainda 
Katembo sign a Cooperation Agreement 
during the South Congo & Zambia Dinner at 
General Conference 2016 in Portland, Ore.

Bishop Kainda Katembo of the South 
Congo Episcopal Area presents the 
benediction at the South Congo & 
Zambia Dinner. 

Also read: “In Relationship: Caring for OUR children in the Congo”: bit.ly/PNW-
Congo-agreement.

News Now
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By BARBARA DADD SHAFFER | Photo by JESSE N. LOVE

By SUSAN KIPPER
ow is it with your soul? Methodist founder John 
Wesley encouraged believers to regularly ask one 
another about their experience of God’s grace and 
presence in their lives. For many, however, that can 
be a tough question to ask and even more difficult 
to answer.

At Kent UMC, when the Administrative Council set a church-
wide goal to “improve and increase our comfort level for talking 
about our faith individually and as a congregation,” the question 
quickly became, how do we begin those conversations? What will 
get us talking about God’s presence in our lives? Answer? “Jesus 
Tour Summer 2016”—a creative place to start.

Last summer the young adults took our big Warner Sallman 
“Head of Christ” painting out of the building to visit different 
places in Kent. They had a great time and definitely made an 
impression! This summer, we are inviting everyone to pick up a 
copy of the Jesus painting and intentionally take Jesus with them 
when they leave the building. If they have a different image of 
Jesus that they prefer then they can use that instead…whatever 
will help them connect with others.

We have asked that, sometime during the week, people take 
a photo of where Jesus went with them and email it to the office. 
The point of the Jesus Tour is to start conversations, and it has 
definitely gotten the ball rolling! In the first few weeks we already 
have a number of wonderful photos and stories of how, just by 
asking people to join in or take the photo, people have had the 
opportunity to share “a little bit of Jesus.”

Each week the photos are hung in the Narthex next to the 
full-sized painting. Some are also put in the bulletin, newsletter, 
or on our Facebook page. As the collection grows we continue to 

Where will you take Jesus this week?

encourage people to check out where Jesus has gone and ask 
themselves, “Where will I take Jesus next week?” 

Susan Kipper serves as the office assistant
for Kent United Methodist Church. 

Jesus Tour Summer 2016!

hen both of her parents 
died, Claudine Nyota 

and her siblings were left 
to fend for themselves 

- away from their village 
and living in the big city of Lubumbashi. 
Her older brother begged door-to-door for 
money for chores to support them. School 
was important, but there was no money for 
bus fare to get there and she often fainted 
en route from hunger. A couple years after 
the Jamaa Letu Orphanage for girls was 
founded, her pastor arranged for her to 
live there. She was twelve years old. 

Today, 14 years later, Claudine is 
the first university graduate from the 
orphanages with a degree in Nutrition. 

She is also the mentor and leader of 
the students who are following her path. 
There are currently 10 students at various 
universities with 12 more eligible in the 
next two years. One young woman will 
graduate next month with a degree in law. 

Both the General Conference in mid-
May and The PNW Annual Conference 
in late June were graced with Nyota’s 
presence. She spoke at a rally for the 
environment during General Conference 
and she told her personal story on 
Saturday morning of Annual Conference. 
Several churches in the Conference were 
able to meet her and hear her story. We, 
the people of The PNW Conference, are 
proud of her accomplishments and how 

she represents the ministry of the Jamaa 
Letu Orphanages.

Other members of the Bishop’s Task 
Force on Hope for the Children of Africa 
shared the history of the orphanages and the 
financial needs today to support it. Many on 
the Conference floor are already supporters 
and others were challenged to start.

Her full name is Claudine Nyota 
Kasongo. At home it would be Kasongo 
Nyota Claudine.

Claudine’s friends and supporters have 
begun to call her Blessing because she is 
one. It’s a nickname that fits.  

The Jamaa Letu Orphanages for boys 
and for girls is a ministry of The United 
Methodist Church in the South Congo 
Conference (Africa) and The Pacific 

Northwest Conference. Donations may be 
made through your local church or directly 

to the Treasurer’s Office of the PNW 
Conference.

Visit JamaaLetu.org. On Facebook, 
search: Hope for the Children of Africa.

Being a Blessing to Others

Claudine’s Story
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riends, as it does once every four years, 
Annual Conference took place in that nether 
region between our General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences. General Conference was a 
disappointment to many in the PNW, (and we 
now know Bishop Elaine Stanovsky will return 
to us to serve The Greater Northwest Area as 
Bishop Hagiya is appointed to the California-
Pacific Conference.) Lots happening at the 
moment, so it’s an interesting time to be a 
PNW United Methodist!

Adding to the interest level is the “Action of Non-Conformity 
w/ the General Conference” our AC just took (click here for full 
text). The floor vote was 315 for & 74 against with 6 abstaining, 
meaning it was an overwhelming vote of support. However, 
it also means that just over 20% of those voting were either 
not in favor, or chose to abstain. I was one of those. Why 
you ask?  Very simple. It was my understanding that GC had 
entrusted our Bishops with the responsibility of thoroughly 
examining all pertinent Disciplinary paragraphs in regard to 
human sexuality, and provide a recommendation which could 
include a special session of GC to deal specifically w/ this 
issue. I believe our AC vote did not support this.

As a DS I have a responsibility to support our Episcopal 
leadership, so in “good conscience” I didn’t feel I could vote 
in favor of non-conformity. Also, as a DS, I have a mandate to 
adhere to our UM Book of Discipline, which I take seriously. So 
until the Discipline changes its position on human sexuality, I will 
do my best to adhere to its present position.

Does that mean I will then be on some sort of “witch hunt?” 
Of course not. I’ve been in this position for five years, and I hope 
you’ve found me to be fair and supportive of everyone I deal with. 
And I will continue doing so. We are all in this together, no matter 
where we are on the theological/political divide. I believe that’s a 
major part of our denominational strength.

However, if you are in accord with the minority “20%,” I 
want you to know that you do not stand alone. You are still an 
important part of the PNW family. And if you need someone to 

help you process what you are 
feeling, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me. 

United together,
Daniel

This letter was originally 
published in the “Spirit of Puget 
Sound” e-news. To subscribe, 

contact Kyle Franklin at 
pugetsound@pnwumc.org.

Standing with the 20 Percent

By THE REV. DANIEL FOSTER

By JESSE N. LOVE with BRUCE GALVIN

Daniel Foster, superintendent of the Puget 
Sound District, gives another perspective 
on the “Action of Non-Conformity with the 
General Conference”

he road for Bruce Galvin, assistant treasurer, 
has been a long one. Galvin has served at the 
Treasurer’s office here at The PNW Conference 
for about 40 years. In those four decades, he 
has seen much change – in staff, in technology, 
and certainly in his personal life. But, as a long-

distance runner, Bruce knows that on the road to point A to 
point B, the destination is filled with twists, turns, bumps, and 
maybe even paths backtracking a step or two. 

In 1976, Bruce started out as the youngest of the 
treasurer’s office team. He received a recommendation 
from Bruce Parker, his pastor at Centralia UMC at the 
time. He fine-tuned his work under Bob Stevens, striving 
for accuracy in numbers and mind you, this was a manual 
process…by hand. Over time, Galvin wrote much of 
the computer software for many of the functions at the 
Conference. Aside from number-crunching, occasionally, he 
found himself driving a rental truck full of tables and even 
old school printing equipment back-and-forth to Annual 
Conference. “I quickly learned how to use a clutch or I 
would still be sitting in that truck,” he shares.

Fast forward to 2000, Bruce worked with the Rev. Dr. 
Craig Parrish who would serve as Conference treasurer 
until 2014. It was a time Galvin really enjoyed, even as the 
Office transitioned under its new treasurer, Brant Henshaw. 
Bruce began focusing on being a Certified Financial 
Planner, forming his own business, Revelation Financial 
Planning. “Over these many years I have helped about 
100 clergy families with their many money needs,” shares 
Galvin. “Hopefully I have been able to steer many in the 
right direction as they move towards retirement. No other 
conference provides such a service.”

Over the last 40 years, 
Galvin has served so many 
as an assistant treasurer and 
pension and benefits officer 
for The PNW Conference, for 
Wespath (formally known as The 
General Board of Pension and 
Health Benefits), and through his 
business, Revelation Financial 
Planning. “It is very rewarding to 
have so many life long friends. 
I really enjoy what I do and 
who knows how long I will keep 
working - with God and the 
conference willing.”

For Bruce, the ride 
continues. 

Bruce Galvin resides in Seattle with his wife, Robin. In-
between serving as assistant treasurer, he continues running 

marathons and enjoys music by legends, The Who.
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By THE REV. PAUL GRAVES

n late June, I wrote my monthly 
faith-and-values column for 
the Spokesman-Review on 
“Threshold Decisions”. As I’ve 
done 3-4 times a year for the 
last 18 years, I wrote the column 
as a letter to our grandchildren. 
This occasion was about 
18-year-old Katie’s high school 
graduation.

I want to spend some time with you as 
well reflecting on “threshold decisions”. 
My keen interest in this topic was actually 
inspired by our young cat, Sox. 

One day some weeks ago, I took a 
photo of him sitting on the threshold 
between our family room and the deck, 
door ajar. He seemed to be considering 
“should I go out or stay in?” We’ve had 
cats in our home since 1969, so I’m aware 
that Sox was simply being, well, a cat. 

But he prompted my imagination to 
focus on a few threshold decisions we 
make during our lifetimes. Older adults 
face many, don’t we!

So many decisions arise from health 
concerns. Others sap our energy because 
of in-family tensions that show little sign 
of resolution. Still others freeze us on the 
threshold because of spiritual inertia or 
paralysis (these can be different). 

Over the last 10+ years, I’ve led a 
workshop I call “Navigating the Elder 
Maze.” In those hours spent together, we 
look at many of the seemingly countless 
decisions we are called to make over 
the retirement years we foolishly thought 
would be care-free. 

There’s no such thing as “care-free” 
if we have any pulse and any sense of 
compassion for ourselves and others. 
That is why the keys to open the doors in 
the Elder Maze are: 1) plan ahead! and 2) 
practice respect for yourself and others.

What are the health decisions 
(including funeral plans) you have already 
made? Oh, you haven’t made them yet? 
Do you know why?

What health decisions have you 
already needed to make? What made 
them “easier” to make? What made them 
difficult to make? 

One of my guides about working with 
older adults has been Dr. Bill Thomas, 
who wrote “What Are Old People For?” 
For Thomas, one of the tasks of elders 

is peacemaking -- within oneself, within 
one’s family, and within the world. I 
strongly agree. 

 I’ve seen so many families stressed to 
the point where simple medical decisions 
become derailed because of exaggerated 
control efforts or playing out a sibling 
rivalry, or...(choose your own experience). 
Peacemaking within families makes critical 
health decisions much easier.

I also see persons sitting on a 
threshold -- wondering what to do about 
their lives -- because somewhere along 
the line they were conditioned to believe 
they had little worth, or they believed in 
some form of God that Jesus certainly 
didn’t represent. 

When I was a geriatric social worker, a 
doctor who respected me also as a pastor 
asked me to visit one of his patients. She 
was deeply fearful of her impending death. 
She and I had spoken before, so I knew 

she was also a deeply religious person. 
But her image of God was very 

judgmental and punitive when people 
didn’t follow a strict code of conduct and 
moral uprightness. She was frightened to 
meet that God. 

I didn’t sense my sharing a loving God 
with her got through. I want to believe her 
post-death surprise would have been a 
sight to behold!

There are almost countless threshold 
decisions we need to consider in our 
older years. Which directions should I go? 
Should I step out alone, even if I don’t 
want to be alone? 

We can sit on the threshold only so 
long, folks. Go for the healthiest decision 
you can! 

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as the chair 
for the Conference Council on Older Adult 

Ministries for the PNWUMC.

Threshold Decisions Every Day

“There’s no such 
thing as “care-free” 
if we have any pulse 

and any sense of 
compassion for 

ourselves and others. 
That is why the keys 
to open the doors in 
the Elder Maze are: 

1) plan ahead! and 2) 
practice respect for 
yourself and others.”

Paul Graves
on making thoughtful, 

threshold decisions
for the future
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Note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed from the time of publication. 
For an updated calendar, including local church events, visit www.pnwumc.org/calendar.

AUGUST 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

31 1 2 3 4 5 6

• Conference 
Council on Older 
Adult Ministries @ 
PNWUMC

• Drive Out 
Homelessness – 
Golf Tournament @ 
Orchard Hills Golf & 
Country Club

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26
• Women’s Equality Day

27

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

• Spanish Language Immersion Experiences 
for Church Leaders: Intermediate @ 
Toppenish: New Harvest UMC

• Spanish Language Immersion Experiences 
for Church Leaders: Intermediate @ 
Toppenish: New Harvest UMC

• Young Adult Adventure Camp @ Twinlow

• Spanish Language Immersion Experiences for Church Leaders: Beginning Plus @ Toppenish: New Harvest UMC 

SEPTEMBER 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
• Seattle District 

Laity Uprising 2 @ 
Aldersgate UMC

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 1

• Lazy Daze @ Lazy F Camp and Retreat Center

• Greater Northwest Cabinet @ TBD

• Quadrennial Leadership Summit @ 
Vancouver: First UMC

• First 12: Path 1 Training for New Ministries 
@ PNWUMC

panish Language Immersion Courses will be offered 
this summer and registration is currently OPEN. Leaders 
looking to increase their abilities to engage with Spanish-
speaking persons in their churches, neighborhoods and 
communities, should consider these offerings this August 

at New Harvest UMC in Toppenish, Wash. Utilizing a participative 
and multi-method teaching style, Suzy Martinez will guide 
participants through immersive experiences toward delivering 
basic language and cultural skills.

Beginner Plus | August 15-19 • Intermediate | August 5-8

Questions?
Contact Lyda Pierce at 509-778-3864, lpierce@pnwumc.org
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ederal Way UMC will be screening 
the documentary “An Act of Love” 
on August 14, 2016 at 6:30 pm.  

This powerful film tells the story 
of the Rev. Frank Schaefer, an unwitting 
advocate in the fight for equal rights within 
the church. Schaefer had his ministerial 
credentials revoked after officiating his 
son’s same-sex wedding. 

A discussion panel with some local 
UMC clergy who are knowledgeable on 
this topic in the church will follow. Free 
Admission! 

Federal Way UMC is located at 29634 51st 
Ave. S., Auburn, WA, 98001. Questions?  
Contact the church at Office@fwumc.org 

or 253-839-9220. Find out more about the 
film at www.anactoflovefilm.com

his group is slowly forming 
and will continue to 
develop in the months 
ahead. If you are spouse 
of a clergyperson in 
The Pacific Northwest 
Conference, contact Ben 
Shedlock (ben.r.shed@

gmail.com) to be added to our growing list 
of partners in faith! 

SCREENING + 
DISCUSSION


