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round 60 members of the 
Inland District attended Rocks 
& Ripples at Simpson UMC 
in Pullman, Wash. The Rev. 
Gregg Sealey, incoming 

superintendent of the Inland District 
presented “Movements vs. Institutions: 
Creating Space for the Spirit”, framing 
the day’s theme. Additional focus for this 
evening included pastoral care – both for 
clergy and for local church communities. 

Rocks & Ripples was held on Feb. 
27, 2016. Featured workshops included 
Spiritual and Emotional Care Training 
for Present and Future UMVIM Team 
Members; Upgrading Church Technology; 
Mission U: Removing Barriers That 
Keep Us Apart; Conversation on Clergy/
Congregational Wellness. 

For more information on this event,
e-mail inland@pnwumc.org.

he Seven Rivers District 
just completed the third of 
four regional workshops 
where the main topic of 
conversation was how to 
build relationships, those 
within our local church 

families, and external to our churches with 
those in our communities. The final series 
of workshops will be held on Saturday, 
April 9, from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm at a 
church near you. 

Goal 
The goal of this workshop series is 

to share best practices and ideas about 
how a weekly worship experience can 
help build strong relationships internal 
to the local church and with those in the 
surrounding community.

Objective 
Model and facilitate an interactive 

worship experience and discussion to 
stimulate and engage clergy and lay 
teams toward reimagining the context of 
their worship environment to enhance 
internal and external relationships.

Here are some topics illustrating the 
kind of work we have been doing at the 
worship workshops.

• What is Worship?
• Principles of Corporate Worship
• Why Are Relationships Important?
• Elements of the Worship Gathering

For more information on these 
workshops, visit bit.ly/worship-
relationships. Learn more about the 
PNWUMC’s Board of Laity at bit.ly/bol-
pnwumc. 

David Reinoholz serves as the associate 
lay leader for the PNWUMC.

Rocks & Ripples Training 
focuses on Pastoral Care, 
equipping laity and clergy

By KYLE A. FRANKLIN
Photos by THE DISTRICT SERVICE CENTER, ET. AL.

By DAVID REINHOLZ

The Rev. Gregg Sealey presented 
“Movements vs. Institutions: Creating 

Space for the Spirit” at Rocks & Ripples, a 
training event for the Inland District.

How Can 
Worship Build 
Relationships?
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By SABRINA VENTURE
Photos by GREG NELSON

By SABRINA VENTURE
with JESSE N. LOVE

Photo by ROSALEE MOHNEY

es Moines United Methodist Church hosted the 
Seattle District Lay Leadership Spring Training 
in February. About 121 members of the Seattle 
community were treated to excellent music (provided 
by Pacific Islander Choir and Korean Music Team), 

an inspiring keynote message, and workshops for equipping local 
churches to effective lay leadership.

Serving as keynote speaker for the day was Paul Shoemaker. 
Shoemaker focused on developing creative paths toward 

t’s not just about a single board! Kelso First UMC hosted 
Simple Church Governance in February. Folks in the 
Vancouver District were invited to renew its focus on 
mission, liberate the energy and passion of its members 
in ministry, develop more effective leaders and easily 
include new people in discipleship and ministry.

Pastor Steve Ross first served on a Finance Committee 
at Montavilla UMC in Portland when he was 15 years old 
and has been serving as a lay and clergy leader in United 
Methodist Churches ever since. He has served in the Oregon-
Idaho Conference as pastor of seven United Methodist 
Churches (sometimes two at a time), as a Superintendent, and 
most recently as the director of revitalization and new faith 
communities. He is a husband, the father of three sons and a 
grandpa to three little girls. 

Simple Church Governance was held on Saturday, Feb. 27, 2016. 
For more information on this event, e-mail vancouver@pnwumc.org

Simple Church 
Governance in 

Vancouver

Seattle District 
warms up for 

spring training 

Pastor Steve Ross serves as the
Director of the Vital Church Ministry
for the Oregon-Idaho Conference.

changing the world through our interaction with our local 
congregations as well as our individual relationships.

Featured workshops included Mission Evangelism; 
Treasurers/Trustees; Mission u: The Church and People with 
Disabilities and more. 

Seattle District Lay Leadership Spring Training was held
Feb. 20, 2016. For more information on this event, e-mail 

seadist@pnwumc.org.
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he new label for the annual “Jars” 
donations is now available.  This is 
an opportunity to donate toward the 
ministry of the two orphanages in the DR 
Congo.  Nearly 70 children and teens are 
in care.  

The offering is usually taken during 
Eastertide (begins in April) until Annual 
Conference in June.  Labels may be 
printed for people to put on a jar at their 
home.  Many churches put a large jar in 

the church entry for donations.
Please convert the donations into a check and bring 

it to Annual Conference.  Or remit to the conference 
treasurer.  Donations may also be made directly to the 
conference office*.

Jamaa Letu Orphanages are a project of The Pacific 
Northwest Conference and The South Congo Episcopal Area 
of The United Methodist Church.  Visit the website for more 
information about the ministry of the two orphanages: www.
jamaaletu.org 

*Monetary gifts can be sent to
PNWUMC: P.O. Box 13650, Des Moines, WA 98198.

Barbara Dadd Shaffer serves as the chair for
the Bishop’s Task Force, Hope for the Children of Africa.

News Now

Download the label: bit.ly/jar-jamaa-letu-2016

Collect gifts for “Jars for Jamaa Letu” now!
By BARBARA DADD SHAFFER Photos by HOPE FOR THE CHILDREN OF AFRICA
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he theme for last year’s PNW 
Annual Conference Sessions 
was “Restoring the Sacred 
Circle”. We repented the 
ways in which the Church has 

wounded our Native American brothers 
and sisters. Together, we heard stories 
about boarding schools which strove to 
“kill the Indian, save the child” by taking 
native children from their own culture. 

It is easy to say “I’m sorry” and then 
make no lasting change. As part of the 

planning team for Annual Conference, 
we asked, “How do we make an act of 
repentance mean something?” Sadly, 
that has been the case for decades 
when it comes to the relationship between 
native peoples and the dominant, Anglo 
culture. In response to that question, the 
native peoples with whom we consulted 
suggested that we encourage churches to 
build relationships with tribes in their areas.

For Moscow, Lapwai is about 40 miles 
away and has several members who are 

enrolled in the Nez Perce tribe. I was 
delighted, when the lay members from 
Moscow First United Methodist Church, 
brought this recommendation to our 
church council and agreed that we should 
reach out to Lapwai UMC. 

Last February, we sent a delegation 
to worship with the folks at Lapwai. The 
delegation included our youth hand bell 
choir, Tommy’s Tinklers, as well as others, 
totaling 30 people. Tommy’s Tinklers 
played during worship at Lapwai and the 

By THE REV. SUE OSTROM Photos by KAY YOUNGBLOOD

Ideas & Inspiration

Members of both Moscow First 
and Lapwai UMCs gathered 

together for worship. This effort 
is to help nurture a strong 

connection between not just 
churches, but with members of 
the Nez Perce tribe. Worship, 
music, and a delicious meal 

highlighted the meeting - which 
is just the beginning.
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rest of us simply shared in their worship. 
After the service, the folks at Lapwai laid 
out a marvelous feast for us, including 
salmon, roast pork, and many side dishes. 
We began to find ways to talk together 
and learn a bit about each other’s stories. 
I learned the Nez Perce word for Moscow 
(or probably more strictly the area in which 
the town of Moscow was built) is Tut-kin-
ma. I also hope to gather a few Moscow 
people and try to learn The Lord’s Prayer 
in Nez Perce. We came home delighted 

and energized by the new friends we met.
The next step in restoring this circle will 

be inviting Nez Perce elders to Moscow 
and to help us observe Native American 
Awareness Sunday. This is one of the 
six special offerings set by General 
Conference – which, I’m sorry to say, has 
not been a day that I have emphasized 
enough in the past. But, no longer -- 
learning The Lord’s Prayer in Nez Perce 
will be a small but vital step in nurturing 
and healing relationships.

Since I am taking a new appointment 
effective July 1, I have encouraged and 
empowered the lay people of Moscow 
(Tut-kin-ma) to make ensure the church 
continues to work at building a lasting 
relationship with the Lapwai church. 
Maybe, just maybe, we can take a baby 
step in restoring the sacred circle. 

Susan E. Ostrom serves as
the pastor for Moscow: First UMC.

Ideas & Inspiration

Lapwai and Moscow 
First UMC members 

share a lunch featuring 
cedar plank salmon 

courtesy of Howard and 
Shannon, and Florine.

As part of the planning team for Annual Conference, we asked, “How 
do we make an act of repentance mean something?” Sadly, that has 
been the case for decades when it comes to the relationship between 
native peoples and the dominant, Anglo culture. In response to that 

question, the native peoples with whom we consulted suggested that 
we encourage churches to build relationships with tribes in their areas.

THE REV. SUE OSTROM
on restoring the sacred circle with the Native American community.
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ONVO 2016 was an amazing 
experience and also a 
success. I met a lot of youth 
from other United Methodist 
Churches in the PNW 
Conference. I enjoyed sharing 

moments in small groups. Worship was 
eye-opening.

This year, I was very fortunate to be on 
the Conference Council on Youth Ministries 
team (CCOYM) as a representative from 
the Seattle District. We met a few times 
before CONVO, working on programs as 
well as the theme for CONVO, “Inside 
Out”. It’s an amazing theme.

CONVO deepened my faith in God, 
which I believe will help me in my journey 
in life. I learned a lot at CONVO. Here are 
a few things that I will always bring with 
me from this experience:

• When things go wrong and life is 
tough, always remember that GOD 
is by your side. When you believe 
in him, God will turn the situation 
around.

• God is good, all the time.

• Everything happens for a reason. 
Always trust God.

• The two things Jesus wants us to do: 
love the Lord and love your neighbor.

• When we are able to love the Lord 
and our neighbors, we will grow in 

our faith and transform lives in our 
community.

There were a lot of unforgettable 
moments. One of these moments 
included being pied in the face – but for 
a good cause! Throughout CONVO we 
raised money selling snacks and selling 
rocks to place in jars. Each jar had a 
picture of team of youth, I was paired 
with my friend Mary, and the team with 
the most rocks at the end of the weekend 
would get a pie in the face. 

We were raising funds for the Youth 
Service Fund (YSF). The Youth Service 
Fund is a unique ministry because it is 
run completely by, with and for youth. 
Youth contribute the money, they decide 
what projects receive the money and 
the projects supported are designed by 
youth, led by youth, and for youth. I was 
so surprised that Mary and I had the most 
rocks; it was a fun and priceless moment.

A big shoutout and thank you to 
everyone who contributed to CONVO! 
Praise GOD! Malo! 

Special thanks to Teri Tobey. Falisha Hola is a member of First Tongan United Methodist Church in Seattle.

How CONVO 2016 deepened my faith
By FALISHA HOLA Photos by PATRICK SCRIVEN, ET. AL

(Left) CCOYM Team member Samantha leads her small group 
in a team building game of knots. (Right, top) CCOYM Team 
members Mary and Falisha celebrate raising the most money 
for Y.S.F. with a pie to the face. (Right, bottom) CCOYM Team 
member Samantha shares part of her story during a faith talk 
at the final rally of CONVO. (Far right, bottom) The Rev. Mark 
McMurray, serving Manito United Methodist in Spokane was the 
keynote speaker for rallies at CONVO 2016.
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n returning back from our 
Alaska Conference winter 
meetings, I am always 
struck by the profound 
cultural differences that 
the state has compared 
to the lower 48. With 28 
local churches spread over 
vast stretches of land and 
water, some inaccessible 
except by boat or plane, 
geographic challenges are 
always present.

The conference culture is also one 
of a family unit, where everyone knows 
everyone; there is a profound sense of 
bonding and care for each other. The 
small size of the Alaska Conference also 
magnifies issues, and small changes have 
a profound effect on the entire conference.

For example, one of our Alaskan local 
churches has decided to close after 
many years of service and dedication to 
its surrounding community. Economic 
pressures and lack of growth has led to 
this discernment and with some deep 
grief, but profound faith, the church has 
decided it is now time to close. 

Now local church closures are fairly 
common across our United Methodist 
Church connection, and with the larger 
scale of most annual conferences, the 
economic implications can be handled 
with more ease. However, in Alaska’s 
case, the loss of apportionment income 
has a profound impact on the whole 
conference. Sitting with Alaska’s 
Committee on Finance and Administration 
(CFA), I was struck by the tremendous 
impact that this one church had on the 
entire conference budget. The CFA 
members struggled to balance an already 
overtaxed budget for the next year, and 
the loss of one church meant an automatic 
3.4% increase in apportionments for the 
remaining churches.

With greater numbers, most annual 
conferences can absorb local church 
closures more easily, but the cumulative 
effects of such closures will eventually 
overwhelm even the larger ones unless 
there is a constant stream of new 
churches and faith communities that come 
into existence. What we have to remember 
is that these new churches need to be 
apportionment-generating entities to offset 
the loss of closed churches.

So, with no apportionment generating 
new church starts in Alaska, we are 
already behind the 8-ball in terms of 
viability. We will have to start revenue 
generating local churches just to keep 
even, not to mention actually growing and 
expanding our existing ministries.

The Urgency of Tending
to Our Life Cycle

What this illustration presents is 
the importance of starting new faith 
communities that can be self-sustaining, 
and able to give back to the system in the 
life cycle of our United Methodist Church. 
It is a vivid example of what all of us are 
facing in our United Methodist Church at 

this time.
The Greater Northwest Area, and 

indeed, our entire church connection must 
understand the urgency that it generates 
in our Alaska Conference. For every local 

By BISHOP GRANT J. HAGIYA

 

Continue on the next page

Also read the Bishop’s Blog:
Becoming Connectional in Relevant
and Practical Ways
bit.ly/connectional-relevant
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church closure, we must start a new apportionment generating 
church just to stay even.

Obviously, the closing of churches will have a ripple effect on 
our overall annual conference’s budget and structure. The Alaska 
CFA struggled mightily to cut funding in order to compensate 
for the loss of this one church. Likewise, our other Area CFA’s 
will have to downsize our conference budgets in order to 
compensate for lost church revenue. We will not be able to fund 
some programs like we have in the past. This will lead to some 
angst and disappointment, but we cannot continue to ask our 
healthy churches to make up the difference by increasing their 
apportionments at the expense of local programs and needs. We 
need to have everyone understand this downsizing reality as we 
look at sustainability in our future.

But I also believe that we serve each other well in times like 
these, where we each must strive to adapt quickly to a changing 
world, by working together to pool expertise, share resources, 
and hold each other in loving prayer. The distinct witness of 
The United Methodist Church is a positive alternative in so 
many places, offering an understanding of God’s grace that can 
transform our hearts and reshape our communities.

I pray that the urgency that we are facing in Alaska is not lost 
on our whole Area. I believe we have a shot at remaining viable 
as a denomination, but it will only come with an all-out effort 
in the starting of new churches and the revitalization of our 
existing ones.

This is going to be the central focus in my last quadrennium 
of the Episcopacy, and I hope you will join me in this missional 
purpose. It will only work with a sustained and focused effort of all 
of us aligned toward this common cause. I firmly believe it is what 
God is calling us to at this time, and I pray for your support! 

Be the Hope,

Bishop Grant J. Hagiya

Visit greaternw.org and read more from the Bishop’s Blog!

With greater numbers, most annual 
conferences can absorb local church 

closures more easily, but the cumulative 
effects of such closures will eventually 
overwhelm even the larger ones unless 

there is a constant stream of new 
churches and faith communities that 

come into existence.

BISHOP GRANT J. HAGIYA
on how conferences in the denomination are 

processing church closures, today.

Continued from the previous page
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MAY 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4
• Executive Committee 

of the Board of 
Ordained Ministry @ 
Ronald UMC

5
• Board of Ordained 

Ministry @ Ronald 
UMC

6 7

9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19

• Board of Discipleship 
@ PNWUMC

20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30
• Memorial Day (The 

Conference Office is 
closed.)

31 1 2 3 4

Calendar

Note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed from the time of publication. 
For an updated calendar, including local church events, visit www.pnwumc.org/calendar.

APRIL 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

3 4
• Conference Board of 

Global Missions @ 
PNWUMC

5
• Board of 

Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

6 7
• Seattle DCOM @ 

PNWUMC

8 9
• Seven Rivers District 

Trainings (See 
pnwumc.org/calendar 
for locations)

10 11 12 13 14 15

• Seattle Clergy Day 
Apart – Spring 
Training @ PNWUMC

16

• General Conference 
Delegation Meeting @ 
PNWUMC

• Extension Minister 
Gathering @ 
Vancouver: First UMC

17 18
• Annual Conference 

Design Team @ 
PNWUMC

19 20
• Tacoma District 

Clergy Day Apart @ 
Palisades Retreat 
Center

21
• Board of Discipleship 

@ PNWUMC

22 23
• Conference Council 

on Young Adult 
Ministries (YAM) @ 
PNWUMC

24 25 26

• Messy Church 
Gathering with 
Founder Lucy Moore 
@ Rose City Park 
(Portland)

27

• Annual Conference 
Design Team @ 
PNWUMC

28 29 30
• Seattle District Lay 

Leaders Gathering 
(See pnwumc.org/
calendar for location) 

• The Call Young Adult Retreat @ Lazy F

• Spring Scrap and Sew @ Twinlow

• The Call Young 
Adult Retreat @ 
Lazy F

• Spring Scrap and 
Sew @ Twinlow

• Greater Northwest Area Cabinet Meeting (See pnwumc.org/calendar for location)

• General Conference 2016 @ Oregon Convention Center

• General Conference 2016 @ Oregon Convention Center

• PNW Conference Annual Audit @ PNWUMC
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By IAN McKNIGHT
The Jesus Fatwah: Love 
Your (Muslim) Neighbor as 
Yourself

D1106

Living the Questions has produced 
this progressive video, focusing the 
thoughts of 17 Christian and Muslim 
scholars who offer reliable information 
about what Muslims believe, how 
they live out their faith and how we 
all can build relationships that cross 
religious boundaries. Since so much 
of what Americans think about Islam 
and its followers is tinged by fear 
and misinformation this video offers 
insight that can help all people move 
towards peace, respect and mutual 
understanding.  

Life Choices: Trusting 
God in Life’s Decisions & 
Challenges

D1026

This DVD curriculum uses scenes 
from the movie, To Save A Life by New 
Song Pictures (produced in 2010), to 
reach teens and illustrate faith in the 
midst of real-life struggles. Critical 
issues such as peer pressure, sex, 
family conflict, and lukewarm faith 
are addressed from an evangelical 
faith perspective. The DVD and study 
guide combine daily Bible studies with 
discussion questions for weekly group 
sessions, helping teens develop a habit 
of Bible Study and prayer. The To Save 
A Life movie was described by the 
Los Angeles Times as “…appealing, 
poignant, and inspiring.”


