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By the Rev.
JohN Brewer

he Ministry Fund 
Drive is making an 
all-out effort to reach 
our “Celebration 

goal” of $2 million by the 
end of 2015!  We need you 
to be part of the team that 
can help us succeed in this 
HoMesTreTCH portion of 
our campaign.

We are seeing great results 
of our efforts to support new 
Faith Communities in our 
Conference! The Ministry Fund 
Drive makes them possible!

We are seeing some 
excellent learning, training and 
adaptive experiences coming 
from the Tuell Center, which is 
supported by your gifts to the 
Ministry Fund Drive.  your 
church may be the next 
participant in one of these 
great events!

We are making a significant 
contribution to the imagine no 
Malaria Campaign as part of 
the revenues from the Ministry 
Fund Drive are literally saving 
lives of children with bed nets, 
treatment and education!

now, THaT is a race worth 
running!  Please be part of 
our HoMesTreTCH effort 
to raise the revenues to the 
“Celebration goal!”   Have 
you made a pledge yet?  Will 
you do so today?  get your 
church involved! 

The Rev. John Brewer serves 
as Assistant to Bishop Hagiya, 

Coordinator for the
Ministry Fund Drive.

Let’s
Finish
This
Race!

wILDFIreS
he fires in Chelan, Douglas and 
okanogan Counties continue to grow. 
They have now burned more acreage 
than last year’s Carlton Complex Fire, 

making this the largest wildfire in Washington 
state history. The towns of Conconully, Twisp, 
and Methow have been evacuated.
Evacuees from the Chelan Complex fire to 
the south and the multiple fires to the north 
are converging on Pateros and Brewster. 
There are about 150 campers, rvs and motor 
homes in the city park in Pateros and the 
red Cross has a shelter open in Brewster. 
The Pateros Community uMC has opened its 
doors around the clock for meals, sleeping 
accommodations, safe and clean air, and a 
safe place to rest. They will provide three 
meals a day and they are allowing pets 
because they are not allowed in the red 
Cross shelter.

unless you have a real reason to go into 

PNW UMVIM, partners bring 
emotional care to wildfire evacuees

Continue to the next page

the area, please stay away. The air quality is 
unhealthy and there are an unusually large 
number of people trying to find a safe place 
to stay.

I’M So ProUD To Be a MeThoDIST!
i received a call from the executive Director 

of the Carlton Complex long Term recovery 
group, Carlene anders. once the okanogan 
Complex Fire had exploded, evacuees flooded 
into Brewster and Pateros. The evacuees 
were traumatized, scared and super anxious. 
Carlene asked if we could send some people 
who could provide spiritual and emotional care. 
i made two phone calls and at 8:00 a.m. there 
were six pastors and lay persons on site who 
gave the evacuees support throughout the day.

later on, Carlene called again and said 
the people in the shelter were running out of 
underwear and toothpaste and many of them 

By JIM TrUITT*

Volunteers from Pateros Community Church (left) help welcome 
wildfire evacuees while Pat Truitt (below) loads food and 
supplies at Fairwood Community United Methodist Church.
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needed gas cards. I delivered men’s 
and women’s underwear, toothpaste 
and toothbrushes, and gas cards to earl 
lane, our pastor in Pateros. The Pateros 
Community uMC served as a place to cool 
off and get out of the smokey air. The kind 
people from Fairwood Community uMC in 
renton loaded the back of my truck with 
snacks and goodies for the church.

oUT oF The aSheS....hoPe!
As fires raged on consuming acre 

after acre and building after building, 
and as the smoke filled the air, I had the 
honor of participating in the dedication of 
two new homes. These homes replaced 
ones lost last year in the Carlton 
Complex Fire. They are the first two of 11 
that will be built this year.

The amish poured the foundation and 
framed the house and the Mennonites 
finished the inside with some help from the 
Methodists. Funding came from donations 

and grants from at least four sources, 
including an uMCor grant. This rebuild 
is truly an example of faith-based groups 
partnering to reach a goal. The smiles on 
the faces of the homeowners is all it takes 

Continued from the previous page

Smoke from neighboring wildfires
flows over Lake Pateros.

to make all the hard work worth it.

how YoU CaN heLP
Please do not attempt to donate “stuff”. 

They do not need it and they do not have 
a means to handle it. you are encouraged 
to make a financial donation as a large 
sum of money is going to be needed for 
recovery.

you can make a donation to PnW 
Conference Treasurer with advance #352 
on the memo line. you can mail your check 
to PnW Treasurer, Po Box 13650, Des 
Moines, Wa 98198.

Let’s go help some more people! 

If you have questions, contact
Jim Truitt at 253-797-1680 or e-mail at 
umvimdisasterresponse@comcast.net.

*Content adapted from PNW UMVIM’s 
Facebook page:

www.fb.com/umvim.pnwumc

News Now

Two new homes were built with the help of the Amish, Mennonites and received the financial support of multiple sources including UMCOR.
These houses replaced ones that were lost during the Carlton Complex Fire. A total of 11 houses will be built.
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n august 11, 
2015, the 
Puyallup 
community 
became like so 

many communities across 
this nation. a troubled young 
man unleashed indiscriminate 
harm on a neighborhood with 
a handgun. The violence 
that was showered on that 
quiet neighborhood, and 
resulted in the tragic murder 
of richard “Dick” Johnson, 
ignited passion within Puyallup 
united Methodist Church to “do 
something” which would make 
a difference, and might help 
to redeem the tragic loss of 
innocence that was suffered. 

The naked truth is that 
Puyallup hasn’t been immune 
from senseless violence for 
years. Our community isn’t 
unlike many communities 
across this nation where 
individuals are the victims 
of senseless violence every 
day. We live in a communities 
where abuse is rampant, and 
where the most vulnerable 
are victimized continuously 
by relationships and 
circumstances that they cannot 
control. unfortunately, too 
often, we allow the injustice 
of senseless violence to 
overwhelm us, and we become 
immobilized as Disciples of 
Christ to act on behalf of the 
(Kin)dom of god. 

John Wesley wrote in 
his diary, “The World is My 
Parish.” He understood that 
God’s desire for salvation 
(wholeness) for the human 
being was a gift of grace given 
and shared with the whole 
world. unfortunately, good 
people of faith allow fear and 
doubt to limit the scope of 
their vision, and this powerful 
Wesleyan sayings become, 
“The Parish is My World.” 
We look inward in an effort to 
avoid the harsh realities and 
pains of the world outside the 
doors of our sanctuary. We are 
afraid to get involved.

on the days immediately 
following the shootings in 
Puyallup, Puyallup uMC 
partnered with civic and 

community groups to offer a 
witness for peace using our 
sanctuary as the gathering 
place for people to pray 
together. Pastor Karen 
yokota called members and 
friends of Puyallup uMC to 
create a safe and sacred 
place of peace. The amazing 
people of PuMC responded 
with compassion and grace 
in opening their doors and 
hearts to a community rocked 
by violence and to richard 
Johnson’s family. In that 
moment the world became 
our parish, and with that 
one simple act we rose up, 
and we said that we want 

to be advocates for justice, 
kindness and to walk humbly 
wherever god leads us. 

The “Prayer for Peace 
Service” was a first response, 
but with that initial response 
now comes a tremendous 
responsibility to discern what 
next steps we will take to help 
address issues of violence 
that diminish the common 
good which is God’s intent for 
the community of Puyallup. 
Whenever a people dare to 
care and to advocate for the 
injured, the vulnerable, those 
who grieve, etc., and engage 
in acts of care and mercy, we 
must ask the difficult question 

regarding what we do next in 
order to serve justice. as we 
seek after justice, we value 
the prayers of our united 
Methodist brothers and sister 
throughout PnW, and we lean 
into God’s grace so that we are 
faithful. We are engaged in the 
transformation of the world as 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 

View more photos:
bit.ly/pumc-peace-service

The Rev. Ronald Myers
serves as lead pastor at 

Puyallup UMC.

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord 
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,

and to walk humbly with your God?
-Micah 6:8 (NRSV)

By The rev. roNaLD MYerS Photos by JeSSe N. Love, eT. aL.

The World is OUR Parish
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usic training at africa 
University will benefit 
from new resources 
this year from the 
Pacific Northwest 
Conference Jubilate! 

Choir endowed Chair in Music. James 
salley, the associate vice-chancellor for 
institutional advancement, has announced 
that $10,000 will be awarded from the chair 
for the 2015-2016 academic year. 

The first annual distribution of funds 
from the chair marks the realization of a 
long-held dream for the members of the 
Jubilate! Choir. They made the pledge of 
an endowed chair in music at the official 
opening of africa university in Mutare, 
Zimbabwe in 1994. 

“The music of africa has touched us so 
deeply,” said Patti Jones, a choir member 
and driving force behind the effort. “To be 
able to know that training in music at africa 
university will continue to grow through 
this chair is wonderful and exciting.”

an original gift of $31,000 raised by 
choir members and congregations in 
the Pacific Northwest Conference has 
grown to $338,000 in current deposits and 
planned gifts to fund the endowment. 

“This is the first campaign that 
successfully utilized planned giving 
vehicles—two gift annuities, one 
life insurance designation, and a 

will bequest—to meet its goal of 
$400,000.00,” said elaine Jenkins, 
director of planned giving in the africa 
University Development Office. She notes 
that planned gifts exceeded more than 
one-half of the total funds raised for the 
endowed chair in music.

“This endowment is an enduring 
legacy from the Pacific Northwest Annual 
Conference for africa university,” said 
Tom richardson, director of four Jubilate! 
Choir tours to africa university from 1992 
to 2013. “The Dream is alive is both a 
song and a reality.”

Jubilate! began in 1978 under 
the leadership of Patricia Butts, Tom 
richardson and the rev. larry Warren 
as a program of the Worship section of 
the PnW Board of Discipleship. it has 
been the source of summer worship/arts 

events, world choir tours and, currently, 
the weekend workshops of the Jubilate! 
Worship arts institute headed by the rev. 
Carol Mariano. Jubilate! is affiliated with 
the Fellowship of united Methodists in 
Music and Worship arts. 

The PnWaC Jubilate! Choir endowed 
Chair in Music at africa university 
remains open to contributions, bequests 
and planned giving through the Pacific 
Northwest Conference Treasurer’s Office 
and the africa university Development 
Office. 

Special thanks to Andra Stevens.

Adapted from a release by Tom Richardson, 
director of the

Pacific Northwest Conference
Jubilate! Choir.

PNWAC Jubilate! Choir
endowed chair in music

at Africa University
By ToM rICharDSoN Photo by vICkI BrowN

Ideas & Inspiration
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n the Democratic republic of 
the Congo, about 68 children 
and teenagers live in Jamaa 
letu orphanages (Jlo). Who 
is responsible for them? Who is 
raising them? Who is funding for 
their care? 

These orphanages are a joint effort of 
The Pacific Northwest Conference and 
The south Congo Conference of The 
united Methodist Church. Day-to-day 
care is the responsibility of the Congolese 
while funding is a joint responsibility. an 
increasing amount of local support is 
coming from the Congolese supporters of 
the orphanages. Most of the funds come 
from here. 

How do we – meaning The PnW 
Conference – raise the funds? 

There are a variety of ways. The largest 
source of funds is from sponsorships of the 
residents. if you are a sponsor, you have 
the opportunity to include the child or teen 
in your thoughts and prayers, to receive a 
photo, to share their story and yours with 
your friends.

your financial donation makes the 
difference in the life of a child or teen. The 
suggested annual amount is $493 (donors 
often round it up to $500). More than one 
sponsor is need for each resident. 

Does this amount need to come from 
just one individual or family? no. There 
are a multitude of ways to share the 
opportunity. For example, if four donors 
agreed to donate just $10 per month, 

By BarBara DaDD ShaFFer Photos by erIC SParkMaN

Sponsor a resident of the Jamaa Letu Orphanages

the total would be close enough to the 
suggested annual amount. or perhaps 
the entire congregation may choose to 
sponsor a resident.

if you would like to make a donation to 
Jamaa letu orphanages, you can send 
your gift to the PNW Treasurer’s office 
and indicate in the memo, “Jamaa letu 
orphanages”. Contact Barbara Dadd 

shaffer for more information on how you 
and your church can sponsor a resident 
of Jlo. 

Visit hopeforthechildrenofafrica.com
for more information.

Barbara Dadd Shaffer serves as the
Chair for the Bishop’s Task Force,

Hope for the Children of Africa.

Ideas & Inspiration



8 Channels 85 Insights

rom august 1 to 9, 2015, 
eager youth members 
and youth leaders from 
Puyallup uMC ventured 
out of their comfort 
zone to Manchester, Ky. 
located in the heart of the 

appalachian mountains. For a week, we 
stayed in God’s Closet or aka “Goodwill 
on steroids,” a clothing warehouse that 
provides free clothing to those in need. 
While in Manchester, our youth made 
a deep impact by providing assistance, 
love and healing through the gospel.

The Mission Team engaged in the local 
community through a few major service 
projects. each day in the mornings, they 
worked on repairing a house by rebuilding 
a new fire pit, deck, and replacing the 
gutters. in the afternoon, they brought 
vacation Bible school to kids in an 
apartment complex teaching camp songs, 
Bible stories, crafts and games. 

The youth learned how to become 
leaders by doing service and working 
hard each and every day - they were 
divided into different teams to help lead 
the different aspects of planning and 
strategy, encouraging their peers through 
teamwork, teaching, accountability, 
building, cleaning and cooking. in the 
evenings, these avid learners and 
teachers, devoted a few hours to studying 
the Book of James and learn how to apply 
the scriptures in their daily lives. That 
week, the teens witnessed deep issues of 
poverty, and how substance abuse affect 
communities, families and individuals. 

Forrest Tufte, a young person from 
Puyallup UMC, provided this reflection 
from our mission trip:

This year’s mission trip to Manchester 
Kentucky is one I won’t forget. Not only did 
we all grow closer together as a team, but 
we all grew closer to God in one way or 
another. Whether we had questions about 
God or had a struggle leaving the kids we 
were working with on our VBS program, all 
of us on this mission had an unforgettable 
experience.

I had a very personal calling from 

while serving in Mission in appalachia
Experiencing God’s Call

God. On our last day of mission work, 
we were running a VBS Program. I went 
to take a 6-year-old girl and her brother 
home to her mom’s friend’s apartment. 
When we got there, her mom’s friends 
said that she wasn’t there. The young girl 
said she thinks her mother was hiding 
and possibly doing drugs. That hit me 
like a ton of bricks. 

As I returned to God’s Closet (the place 
where we were staying), I started crying 
and couldn’t really deal with it. In that 
moment, God called out to me. Not exactly 
with words, but somehow I understood that 
I needed to make a difference in people’s 
lives; I needed to help be part of change 
in people’s lives. It was here that I made a 
decision that I’m going to follow what God 

told me to do. I’m going to live out my faith 
and do what the book of James says.

I’ve got the support from my fellow 
youth and from all of the adults in the 
youth group. The things we experienced in 
mission is something that I am privileged 
to have experienced. It might have been 
a bit rough for some and very emotional 
for others, but it’s something we won’t 
forget. With the support of our families, 
friends, and the church we were able to 
do something not a lot of people have the 
opportunity to do. 

Visit the Puyallup UMC Youth Group on 
Facebook: bit.ly/pumc_youth

Pastor Karen Yokota serves at Puyallup 
and Whitney Memorial UMCs.

By ForreST TUFTe Photo by PaSTor kareN YokoTa
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to May 26, 2015. The use of the word 
“only” should not connote insensitivity, 
as any death by this means is an 
unnecessary tragedy.

The la Times article goes on to report, 
“Today, american civilians are thought 
to own as many as 310 million firearms 
(according to the Bureau of alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms). a 2012 report from 
the Congressional research service noted 
that the number of guns per capita had 
doubled since 1968.”

i am well aware of our american history 
of freedom to bear arms, but also our 
violent past, where firearms became an 
extension of power for the bearer, and their 
singular purpose to maim or kill something.

i also understand the unrealistic 
expectation that we can ban guns in our 
country (from the power of the nra to 
the constitutional right to bear arms), but 
something has to be done. in the name of 
God, firearms must be seen for what they 
are: instruments of destruction and death. 
We have a moral obligation to question 
their purpose in a civil and humane society.

if the madness is to stop, it is incumbent 
on each one of us to take a personal stand 
and work to create a world where violence 
isn’t the first and only option, and 4-year-
olds like Daniel Munoz can play in their 
front yards without the fear of being shot.

We have to stop the madness, and stop 
it soon... 

Be the Hope,

Bishop grant 

 

visit greaternw.org for a link to this 
article as well as information on

The Greater Northwest episcopal 
area (alaska, Pacific Northwest, 

oregon-Idaho).

Insights

t was a small news 
story that had no 
national implications, 
no international 
repercussions, and 
no world-changing 
consequences. But 
there it was on the front 
page of the los angeles 
Times with the title: “in 
city beset by gangs, 
a 4-year-old’s slaying 
stands out”.

The article describes 
the shooting death 
of 4-year-old Daniel 

Munoz, an innocent victim who had just 
awakened from a nap, and was out in 
his front yard playing when shots rang 
out in the neighborhood. The family’s 
first thought was “fireworks,” but then 
the tragic implications started to play 
out; Daniel lay in a pool of blood, a 
random victim that makes no sense, even 
to god. The police had little to go on, and 
the article was barren of many factual 
details, only the senseless death of an 
innocent 4-year-old, carrying a bear into 
his front yard that he called superman.

i cried as i read this short article. What 
possible sense can we make of the murder 
of an innocent child, only wanting the 
peace of being able to play in his front 
yard? an innocent child of god who had 
no known enemies, and who was merely 
in the wrong place at the wrong time. What 
has our society come to when little children 
are not safe in the front yards of their own 
homes, seeking only to enjoy this one 
earthly life that they have been given?

i wanted to write a blog on the deeper 
implications of the mass shooting at 
Charleston’s AME Church, but this 
recent news story hits me in a way that 
i cannot begin to make sense of. Words 
cannot describe the heartache – the 
sadness – the madness that does not 
make any sense to me.

in reading up after the Charleston 
shooting, it appears that mass shootings 

are happening more often. For example, 
from 2011 forward, a mass shooting 
(defined as 4 or more people killed) 
occurred in america once every 64 days 
on average. This is compared to the 
previous 29 years in which such shootings 
occurred an average of every 200 days. 
Researchers from Harvard University’s 
school of Public Health and northeastern 
university arrived at this analysis after 
studying compiled data.

But according to a los angeles Times 
article, fatalities in mass shootings are 
dwarfed by the number of people killed 
by firearms in attacks that affect one or 
two victims at a time and largely escape 
public notice. The la Times reports, 
“The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention estimated that 11,208 people 
died in homicides involving firearms in the 
us in 2013.”

This is compared to only 195 people 
dying in mass shootings from Jan. 1, 2014 

By BIShoP GraNT J. haGIYa

Daniel Munoz was fatally shot by a stray bullet 
while playing in his yard, July 2015.

The Madness Has to Stop!
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By The rev. PaUL GraveS
[elderadvocates@nctv.com]

Insights

early four years 
ago, i began 
to verbalize a 
spiritual truism 
i had sensed 
for a long time: 
i aDMiT To 
Being PuZZleD 
By PeoPle 

WHo ClaiM – in WorD or aTTiTuDe – 
To Have all THe ansWers. 

I DON’T THINK THEY EVEN REALIZE 
THaT no one even Has all THe 
ansWers!

since that time, i have begun to realize 
another reality of the spiritual journey: 
THe More MaTure We BeCoMe in 
our sPiriTual groWTH, THe More 
We Will realiZe THaT our MosT 
iMPorTanT QuesTions Do noT yeT 
Have ansWers!

allow me an example. on the day i 
write this reflection, I also conducted a 
memorial service for a woman who had 
been ill for a long time. Family members 
and friends shared memories during the 
service. a nephew even read a poem 
written by the woman only a few days 
before her death.

in the shared memories and in her 
poem, i heard very familiar statements 
of what they all expect heaven to be like. 
Their words and images would no doubt 
reflect some of your own beliefs and 
images. i certainly respect those beliefs 
and images. But i strongly suspect when it 
comes to an afterlife, there is much more 
than our “answers” settle for!

yet it is often considered impolite, 
maybe even heretical, to ask the questions 
we may have about what happens after 
death. other persons may not want their 
expectations challenged. after all, those 
expectations are based on scriptural 
images passed along for centuries. We 
can’t challenge them!

But wait! What will happen if we feel a 
challenge is in order? Will god somehow 
turn away from us? no. Will our pastor 
or other church members criticize us? 
Perhaps. But what if i have questions that 
churn inside my spirit? 

Find a “safe” person to ask those 
questions to. 

are you familiar with the near-cliché 
called “active listening”? it usually means 
to pay close attention to what someone 
else is trying to tell you. But since you 
are the person you are always with, isn’t 
it a good idea to engage in some “active 
listening” to your inner-self?

That question does have a responsible 
answer: yes. To be truly active, listening 

Listen
to Your 

Questions:
Active Listening
to Your Inner-Self

to yourself needs to include the questions 
that you wrestle on a regular basis - 
questions that only seem safe with you. 

listen to those questions! For 
centuries, many wise spiritual teachers 
have affirmed those questions are the 
work of God’s Spirit within your spirit. If 
you cannot bring yourself to articulate your 
questions, please seek the courage to ask 
yourself this question: Why can’t you? It, 
too, is a spirit question!

Here are a few books that touch 
significantly on the importance of 
questions for productive spirit-growth. 
one book, “living the Questions: The 
Wisdom of Progressive Christianity”, is 
particularly for persons who seek a more 
adventurous spirit journey. its authors, 
David Felten and Jeff Procter-Murphy, 
have wonderful spiritual curiosities and 
imaginations that serve readers well as 
they look for questions that can feed most 
anyone’s spirit.

An exciting new book I just finished 
reading is “Permission granted: Taking the 
Bible into your own Hands”. The author, 
Jennifer grace Bird, has a Ph.D in biblical 
studies. she asks wonderfully provocative 
and permission-giving questions all 
through the book. 

My third suggestion is a 2004 
book by sr. Joan Chittister, “Called to 
Question”. i actually found this at our 
local library’s monthly book sale. Maybe 
its original owner wasn’t a questioner 
like i am. Chittister shares many of the 
spirit-questions she has wrestled with 
since her earliest days as a 17-year-old 
Benedictine novice. 

They’re questions that continue to 
get her into trouble with officials from the 
roman Catholic Church because they are 
questions that challenge centuries-long 
Catholic traditions. i tend to agree with 
her challenges, so i think she is asking 
great questions!

Whatever questions are in your heart, 
they deserve an audience – particularly 
with you. listen to those questions! Find 
someone with whom you can share 
those questions. Listen to that person’s 
questions. Together, they may bring new 
life to your spirit journeys. 

The Rev. Paul Graves
serves as the chair for the

Conference Council on
Older Adult Ministries.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

27 28 29 30 1
• Tacoma District 

Clergy Spiritual Day 
apart @ archbishop 
Brunett retreat Center 
at The Palisades

2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23
• United Method-

ist Foundation of 
the Northwest @ 
PNwUMC

24
• UMCor kit-Packing 

Palooza! @ University 
of Puget Sound

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
• happy halloween!

• Jubilate worship arts Institute (JwaI) @ 
haller Lake United Methodist Church

• Mediation Skills Training Institute for Church Leaders @ Gethsemane Lutheran Church

• Greater Nw Bishop’s Symposium @ red Lion at the Quay

• Greater Nw Cabinet @ vancouver First UMC

Note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed from the time of publication.
For an updated calendar, including local church events, visit www.pnwumc.org/calendar.

SePTeMBer 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30 31 1 2 3 4 5

6 7
• Labor Day (The 

Conference office is 
Closed)

8 9 10
• Green Faith Book 

Study Leaders’ Call 
via Conference Call

11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 1 2 3

• Lazy Daze Camp for ‘older’ adults @ Lazy F • CLM Training – Intro to Ministry overview @ 
red Lion - Portland airport

• Greater Nw area Cabinet @ alton L Collins 
retreat Center

• CLM Training – 
Intro to Ministry 
overview @ red 
Lion - Portland 
airport

www.fb.com/channels.pnwumc
Connect with Channels on Facebook!
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Shiny Gods D2036
How much is enough? in a culture 
guided by shiny, life-promising 
distractions, “enough” seems elusive 
and keeps us chasing the next quick fix. 
What if the giver of life offered freedom 
from this downward spiral – would you 
take it? in “shiny gods”, pastor and 
author Mike slaughter helps readers 
reassess priorities to create a culture 
and lifestyle of giving, based on the 
word of god and the example of Christ. 

in his inspiring, challenging, and humorous style, slaughter 
helps us consider topics such as: “naming our idols”, 
“Money, Work, and Debt”, “Be Faithful, save, and give”, and 
“Heart giving”.

Unusual Questions D1105
unusual Questions is a study of the Book of John. How many of us feel a bit weird talking about our faith in 
public? How many of us know the dialogue to favorite movies or Tv shows better than we know the stories that 
feed our faith? How many of us want to dedicate ourselves to Christ but have trouble finding the time? Can you 
put yourself in one or more of these categories? Then the story you should read is this unusual gospel of John. 
The peculiar way John proclaims the good news of Jesus Christ speaks beautifully to our modern moment, 
especially to us unusual people. in unusual Questions, adam Thomas uses unusual questions from the gospel 
of John to explore what it means to ask our own, and we’ll discover that questioning shows that we are serious 
about our relationships with god and helps build our faith. Jesus teaches us about god and about ourselves as 
we explore his unusual questions

SM001: Pacem (SaTB) | SM002: Lift Your Light (SaTB) | SM003: Child of God (SaTB)
SM004: Let all The People Say ‘amen’ (SaTB) | SM005: Ubi Caritas (SaTB)
Did you know that the regional Media Center has choral sheet music available to check out?
give us a call at 1-800-755-7710 to hear what we have in stock! 

By IaN MckNIGhT


