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hank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
Thanks to all the churches and United 

Methodist Women who brought quilts to this year’s 
Annual Conference Sessions. 266 quilts were 
received with 75 from Goldendale UMC! Whoohoo 
to Goldendale UMC! Because of your generosity, 
many children will be covered with warm and love.

About seven cars and 28 folks delivered quilts to:
• Safe Harbor (Kennewick)
• Project Warm Up (Kennewick)
• My Friend’s Place (Kennewick)
• Kadlec Hospital Pediatric Unit (Richland)
• Teen Challenge (Pasco).

More quilts were picked up by:
• God’s New Generation
• El Dios Viviente UMC
• Atlantic Street Center
• Tacoma Community House
• Mary’s Place
• Lapwai UMC
• Nez Perce UMC
• White Swan UMC
• Auburn Hispanic UMC
• Snohomish Women Shelter
• Salvation Army
• The City of Tacoma
• Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital
• Fircrest UMC Clothing Bank
• Vancouver: First UMC. 

The rest will be distributed through
The United Methodist Women District Presidents.

Special thanks to: 
• The Rev. David Valera and his staff for providing the tags for 

the quilts. 
• Janet Snodgrass (Seattle UMW District President) for 

organizing and delivery. 
• The Quilt Team: Jan Brewer (Vancouver UMW District 

President), Sharon Stovall (Inland UMW District president), 
Kay Shaben (Tacoma UMW District President), Tressa 
Cummings (Seven Rivers UMW District President), and 
Sharon McDaniel (Puget Sound UMW District President). 

• Drivers: Sharon Stovall, Linda Key, Lethe McGavran, Melvin 
Woodworth, Marsha Aufenkemp, Tressa Cummings and a 
wonderful mystery driver. 

I thank God for all of you! 

Jenni Yeoh serves as the
President for The United Methodist Women

in The Pacific Northwest Conference.
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By JeNNy yeoh Photo by JeSSe N. Love

PNW UMW collects 266 quilts 
to help keep children warm
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ello, my name is Brianna 
Smith and I am 16 years 
old and going to be a junior 
in the fall at AC Davis High 
School. This is my first year 
attending Mission u (bit.ly/
missionu-2016), and I feel 

blessed that I got the opportunity to come and 
learn about the involvement of the Church in 
Latin America. The all-school study this year was taught by the Rev. Paul Jeffrey. He talked to us about his experiences in Latin 
America and how he witnessed changes, not only due to involvement and interference of other countries, but because of the Bible. 
I have learned that as a Church we have both damaged cultures, but we have also gone into the towns and helped. The United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) distributes kits to help those who have lost everything. We also help and build medical 
centers and send missionaries into the countries to serve. 

In the all-school study, we learned about the history of colonization and how the central countries formed into what they are today. 
Throughout the class we have learned about the culture and the people. We learned what our fellow brothers and sisters in Latin 
America go through everyday, when compared to us, are experiencing the unimaginable. Paul told us about mothers who are looking 
for their lost children for years and years, children who are disabled and working with others to participate in daily activities, and 
people who are trying to learn and teach about God and are being killed. 

We watched videos about Latin America – about the those who invaded and what they did – and of locals who are living their lives 
as happy as possible. 

As a first-timer at Mission u, I felt a warm presence and was welcomed with a smile. I have grown in my own personal faith and 
been reminded what a passion for ministry is and looks like. With this information that I have learned and began to understand, I 
now want to go out and share it. I am ready to go and share my experiences with my local church and my youth group. By telling our 
friends and families we can get the word out about how important our fellow brothers and sisters of faith are, and by doing so we can 
make a difference in the communities in which we live and in the world.  

Making a Difference 
Through Learning 
and Sharing
By BriANNA SMiTh
Photo by The rev. PAUL Jeffrey

Mission u is a Cooperative venture
of United Methodist Women and

Conference Board of Global Ministries.
All are welcome – men, women,

and young people too.

Dean: Lethe McGavran (mcgavrana@gmail.com) | registrar: Susan Chamberlain (susancchamberlain@yahoo.com)

The Bible
and

Human
Sexuality

•••
The Rev.

Jen Stuart
& the Rev.

Keith Hackett

Climate
Justice

•••
Katherine

Parker,
the Rev.

Pat Watkins
and the

Rev. Jenny
Phillips

Latin
America

Youth Study: 
Climate Justice

•••
Amanda

Hutchinson

Did you miss
Mission u this year?

Then save the date: July 15-18, 2016

“As a first-timer at 
Mission u, I felt a 
warm presence 

and was welcomed 
with a smile. I have 
grown in my own 
personal faith and 

been reminded 
what a passion 

for ministry is and 
looks like.”

BriANNA SMiTH
on her first 

impression of 
Mission u.
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JeffreY Hoover
Serving At: Katanga 
Methodist University
Location: DR Congo, 
Africa
Home Country: US, 
North America
Spouse: Ellen Hoover

Dr. J. Jeffrey Hoover is a missionary 
with the General Board of Global Ministries 
of The United Methodist Church assigned 
since 1979 to the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, formerly Zaire. 

Dr. Hoover is a professor at Katanga 
Methodist University, both in the theological 
college as professor of church history and in 
the School of Information Technology.

 Jeff also serves as chief librarian, 
overseeing a computerization and 
recataloguing project, and has served as 
founding dean of the School of Information 
Technology and as a vice-dean for the 
theological college.

Dr. Hoover has been involved in 
international accreditation issues, 
development of Congolese faculty, and 
the development of both concepts and 
curricula for the new colleges of the 
university.

Jeff shares that he is deeply 
committed to the development of a viable 
United Methodist-related university at 
Mulungwishi which can help address 
the critical needs of the Congo that are 

eLLeN Hoover
Serving At: The 
English-speaking 
School of Lubumbashi 
and Katanga 
Methodist University in 
Mulungwishi
Location: DR Congo, 
Africa
Home Country: US, North America
Spouse: Jeffrey Hoover

Dr. Ellen Titus Hoover is a missionary 
with the General Board of Global Ministries 
of the United Methodist Church serving 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(also called DRC or Congo-Kinshasa). 
She is a part-time professor at the United 
Methodist University in Mulungwishi where 
she teaches courses in Islam and church 

News Now

Monday, Sept. 14
Leavenworth UMC, Potluck and Program, 12pm

Cashmere UMC, Potluck and Program 5pm

Tuesday, Sept. 15
Lake Chelan UMC, Coffee and Chat, 9:30am

Manson UMC, Lunch and Program, 12pm
Methow Valley UMC, Dinner and Program, 6pm

Wednesday, Sept. 16
Oroville UMC, 12pm

Thursday, Sept. 17
TBD (possibly Grand Coulee UMC)

Spokane Valley UMC

friday, Sept. 18
Spokane: Fowler UMC, Lunch, 12pm

Saturday, Sept. 19
E. Wenatchee: Trinity UMC,

Seven Rivers District UMW Meeting
Wenatchee: First UMC, Dinner Gathering,

4pm-6pm

Sunday, Sept. 20
Pasco: Riverview UMC, Worship, 10am

Monday, Sept. 21
La Crosse UMC, Potluck Dinner & Program, 

5pm
 

Tuesday, Sept. 22
OPEN

Benton City UMC, Meal and Program, 6pm

Wednesday, Sept. 23
Kennewick UMC, UMW Lunch, 10:30pm
Prosser UMC, Meal and Program, 6pm

Thursday, Sept. 24
Sunnyside UMC, Lunch

friday, Sept. 25
HFCA 12pm

Yelm UMC
Potluck Dinner, Program 5pm

Saturday, Sept. 26
Stanwood UMC, Program 4pm

Sunday, Sept. 27
Coupeville UMC

Worship & Lunch, 8:45am & 11am
Bremerton UMC, Meal and Program, 6pm

emerging after three decades of the 
Mobutu regime and five years of war. In a 
country where French rather than English 
is the principal international language, 
a Congolese university can better and 
more cost effectively serve the needs of 
its country while following the principles 
and values of an African University for 
English-speaking Africa.

Jeff continues to maintain his ties with 
the public University of Lubumbashi, one of 
the three Congolese state universities which 
for two decades had a monopoly on higher 
education. He teaches pre-colonial African 
history, the field of his research, and is also 
interested in Bantu historical linguistics 
and social anthropology. He continues 
to concentrate on teaching beginning 
undergraduates as well as facilitating the 
development of Congolese staff.

In addition to teaching, Dr. Hoover has 
also served as a consultant to government 
and international organizations involved with 
development projects in Katanga province. 
From 1985-92 he served as administrative 
director of a medical infrastructure project 
with the cooperation of USAID, the 
Zairian government, and several Christian 
denominations, all managed by the 
Southern Congo Annual Conference.

Dr. Hoover received his B.A. degree in 
history and biology from Luther College 
in 1969, and earned his M.Ph. degree in 
1972 and his Ph.D. in African History in 
1978, both from Yale University.

history in the college of theology.
Ellen also works with The English-

speaking School of Lubumbashi (TESOL), 
an elementary and middle school for 
children of missionaries, full-time church 
workers and other English-speaking 
families in a city where French is the 
common language of instruction. After 
helping start the school in 1987, she 
served on the Administrative Council and 
as director of the school.

Dr. Hoover holds a Bachelor of Arts 
from Duke University and a Ph.D. in 
African History from Yale University.

Ellen entered missionary service in 
1979 and is married to Dr. Jeffrey Hoover, 
also a GBGM missionary who serves 
in the DRC. Their family includes their 
children Jane, Jeremy and wife Lindsay, 
and Mark.

Times and dates are subject to change.
Information courtesy of umcmission.org.

Special thanks to Joan Hackett
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NAN MCCUrDY
Serving At: General Board of 
Global Ministries 
Spouse: Miguel Mairena 

Nan McCurdy is a United 
Methodist missionary with 
the General Board of Global 
Ministries. She and her missionary husband, 
Miguel Mairena, are serving as Mission 
Advocates for the Western Jurisdiction of The 
United Methodist Church. 

Mission Advocates are active missionaries 
assigned to help annual conferences, districts, 
and local churches in the United States to 
understand and participate in global mission. 
Their work has a particular focus on mission 
personnel, including support of missionaries 
through the Advance. 

Nan served the people of Nicaragua as a 
missionary from 1985 to 2014. She and Miguel 
most recently worked for some 15 years with 
youth and children through the Women and 
Community Association in San Francisco Libre. 

Of her call to mission, Nan says, “We are 
called to follow Christ’s example: to accompany 
and promote the inclusion of the poor, the 
women, the outcasts, the old, the sick, the 
challenged, the children—all those not included 
fully in society. As God’s children we are called 
to be about the making of a just society here on 
earth, one that fulfills the Jubilee (the liberation 

MigUeL MAireNA
Serving at: General Board of 
Global Ministries
Location: USA, North America 
Home Country: Nicaragua, Latin 
America and the Caribbean

Miguel Mairena is a missionary with the 
General Board of Global Ministries of The 
United Methodist Church serving with his 
missionary wife, Nan McCurdy, as Mission 
Advocates in the denomination’s Western 
Jurisdiction in the United States. He was a 
missionary in Nicaragua from 1997 to 2014. 

For Miguel the words of Jesus from Matthew 
25:40 are a guide for mission: “I tell you the truth, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

Miguel graduated from law school in 
December 2008 and finished a master’s 
degree in criminal law in 2011. In Nicaragua 
he provided legal counsel to women dealing 
with situations of (physical, psychological, and 
economic) violence. He also counseled men 
about reproductive responsibility and to prevent 
violence against women. He and Nan worked 

Thursday, Sept. 10
OPEN

friday, Sept. 11
Spokane: Manito UMC

Potluck & Program, 6pm

Saturday, Sept. 12
Spokane: Covenant UMC

District UMW Meeting,
9am-3pm

Sunday, Sept. 13
Goldendale UMC,
Worship, 9:30am

White Salmon UMC,
Lunch and Chat, 12pm 

OPEN, 5pm

Monday, Sept. 14
Battle Ground UMC
Salmagundi, 12pm

Ridgefield UMC
Meal & Program, 6:30pm

Tuesday, Sept. 15
OPEN

Kelso UMC
Potluck & Program, 6pm

Wednesday, Sept. 16
Chehalis, 10pm-2pm

Federal Way: Sunrise, Evening

Thursday, Sept. 17
OPEN

friday, Sept. 18
Port Townsend

Lunch & Program, 12pm

Saturday, Sept. 19
Coupeville UMC

Puget Sound District UMW 
Meeting

Sunday, Sept. 20
Puyallup UMC

Worship
8:55am & 10:35am

Nan and Miguel are members of the Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference.

for many years with the Women and Community 
Association of San Francisco Libre.  

A theologian at heart, Miguel weaves 
religious reflections into his personal encounters 
while going about his daily work. Miguel 
also studied Christian education at Wesley 
Theological Seminary. 

Coming from a large, religious, impoverished 
Nicaraguan farming family, Miguel had few 
opportunities to study until he was 20 years old, 
when he began first grade. Growing up on an 
island in Lake Nicaragua he learned farming, 
fishing, and boat skills, and worked during his 
teens as a mechanic and boat driver. 

Most of his studies took place during 
the years of the Sandinista revolution. He 
then worked in community and agricultural 
development projects serving farmers and war 
veterans through the Nazarene Church, World 
Vision, and two different ecumenical centers. 
He is grateful to have had the opportunity to 
continue studying as an adult and constantly 
encourages other adults to keep studying.

Miguel and Nan have an international and 
blended family that includes three daughters and 
three sons currently in four countries. 

of slaves, restitution of the earth, forgiveness of 
debt, and redistribution of riches).” 

“’Sell all your things, give to the poor and 
follow me’—this is Christ’s most difficult message 
for us as US Christians,” Nan observes. “Our 
worth and well-being are so wrapped up in what 
we have, in contrast to people in countries like 
Nicaragua who have nothing but their faith.” 

During the war in Nicaragua in the 1980s, Nan 
and her late husband, Philip Mitchell, worked in a 
pastoral ministry of accompaniment with people. 
After the war, she assisted in the Foundation for 
Nicaraguan War Victims. Phil died in 1991—their 
daughter Nora was one and their son Daniel 
was three. She married Miguel Mairena in 1995. 
Nan and Miguel’s blended family that includes 3 
daughters and 3 sons in four countries. 

 Nan and Miguel promote Christ’s example 
in their work. They spend a lot of their time 
networking and supporting people in different 
organizations who are working in favor of the 
poor, in favor of the life of the community, 
and providing an example of service to their 
neighbors. At San Francisco Libre, Nan and 
Miguel promoted community development, 
gender equality and prevention of violence 
against women. 

Nan is a very grateful to be a breast cancer 
survivor and holds degrees in biology, ecology, 
and pharmacy, and has done extensive 
non-degree studies in gender in the fields of 
development and community development.

News Now
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By JeSSe N. Love
he National 
Association of 
Filipino-American 
United Methodists 

met on July 9-12 at 
Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in 
Evanston, Ill. Over 200 
laity and clergy of all 
ages attended NAFAUM 
from over 15 states, 

representing all five Methodist jurisdictions 
within the US. Representatives from 
the Philippines Central Conference, as 
well as, missionaries from Hong Kong, 
Canada, and Nigeria also gathered for this 
convocation.

NAFAUM was a time to reunite with 
friends, worship, and retool for ministry. 
During its 15th biennial celebration, 
NAFAUM featured workshops addressing 
a variety of issues including General 
Conference 2016, migrant ministry, 
LGBTQ conversations, and church vitality 
through social media.

The theme “Acts and the City” emphasized 
a reflection on how apostles are doing the 
work of Jesus Christ in new landscapes 

Bringing Back the Holy Spirit Within Us

where God calls people to be. The planning 
team was encouraged to be creative and to 
shape activities around the theme.

Aquilino Javier, outgoing president of 
the board, addressed the congregants with 
some ideas to help put the convocation’s 
purpose into perspective:

• Continue supporting the mission 
of The United Methodist Church, 
maintaining good relationships with 
boards and agencies of the UMC

• Stay updated with justice and 
peace organizations

• Nurture the connection between 
Filipino-Americans and churches 
in the Philippines while serving as 
voices in the US for those who are 
marginalized

• Chronicle the history of Filipinos in 
the United States.

The hoLy SPiriT AT WorK
During the convocation, two United 

Methodist bishops helped plant deeper 
seeds of thought by sharing how the Holy 
Spirit works within and around us.

Bishop Sally Dyck of The Northern 

Illinois Conference preached on how the 
disciples faced challenges as witnesses 
of Jesus Christ. The disciples, who had 
encountered the Holy Spirit, were in 
the midst of many who were possessed 
by spirits that were unclean. Like the 
disciples, people today are building 
churches, new faith communities, and vital 
congregations – where people are gripped 
by hatred, prejudice, violence and despair.

Those who have experienced the Holy 
Spirit are called to bring joy by meeting the 
needs of the community. It may be through 
building a school for children to learn and 
grow or establishing a senior center for 
older adults to help nurture others. If the 
church can be vital by bringing joy and life 
into the city, others will see joyful people as 
hope for the future though the Holy Spirit.

Bishop Linda Lee of The Wisconsin 
Conference likened the Holy Spirit to 
a loud, impactful noise that demands 
attention. In cities and towns, everyday life 
dampens the ability to listen to the Holy 
Spirit. The power provided to disciples 
through witnessing God’s work is needed 
to rise above the noise of culture. At the 
recent shooting at St. John AME Church 

ideas & inspiration

Bishop Rudy Juan of the Manila Episcopal Area blesses newly-installed officers for NAFAUM during Closing Worship. 



in South Carolina, the community heard 
and witnessed the Spirit of forgiveness 
as it struggled with the spirit of anger and 
revenge. Lee hopes that with wisdom in 
how we speak, how we make choices, and 
in how we partner with others in the work 
of Jesus Christ will be how the human race 
survives – blessed by the Holy Spirit.

The ChALLeNGeS
The challenge of bringing the Holy 

Spirit into the communities where 
Filipino-Americans worship and serve 
in the US extends to kababayan, or 
fellow countrymen in the Philippines. An 
important goal for NAFAUM is to nurture 
its connection with Methodists back in the 
homeland - with the hope that traditions and 
culture will be passed to future generations 
of Filipinos in America. Over the next year, 
the NAFAUM board will discuss plans for 
the next convocation in 2017 to take place 
in the Philippines. Many see this as a 
great opportunity to share ministry ideas, 
resources, and to be in mission.

Struggling to preserve Filipino 
Methodist tradition and identity is a facet 
of the larger, universal challenges that 
the United Methodist Church faces. 
As a shifting spiritual landscape and 
church decline impact the denomination, 
there are those within NAFAUM who 
prioritize developing leadership and vital 
congregations can be accomplished 
alongside maintaining Filipino tradition.

“The real issue is leadership. Are 

we planting new churches? We know 
how to do this,” shares the Rev. Dr. 
Bener Agtarap, Superintendent for 
Congregational Vitality for the California-
Nevada Conference. Agtarap had this to 
share about the current status of NAFAUM 
as an organization:

“I think NAFAUM leadership should 
begin to think and act more of a movement 
and not simply an organization that meets 
for four days, once every two years. If we 
are to make disciples in this context, we 
should be open to enjoy and embrace 
cultural gifts that are around us - use them 
not to abandon our ways and culture, but 
enhance it so our ministry can speak to 
and relate with the changing and shifting 
culture. In the West, our Filipino-American 
ministries have so much to offer for the 
good of UMC and the nation.”

CreATiNG DiSCiPLeS 
Agtarap also identifies Christmas 

Institute, an annual retreat with Filipino and 
Methodist roots, as a gift that has produced 
leaders for the general church. During 
the Young Voices Service, Pastor Francis 
Serrano – the director of youth ministry 
for Corona UMC and a 20-year attendee 
of CI – shared a passionate testimony to 
parents at NAFAUM: “You’ve invested in 
your child’s health, you’ve invested in your 
child’s education. But invest in something 
that will last for an eternity, invest for them 
to attend CI and I promise you they will 
attend every single year.“

“We are very spiritual people who 
are committed to serve God’s people in 
whatever way we can,” shares Celinne 
Mencias. Mencias is a young person who 
has attended CI since 2002 and volunteers 
as its camp nurse. She shared her gifts of 
singing and music for worship alongside 
her administrative skills at the NAFAUM 
registration desk.

BriNGiNG BACK The hoLy SPiriT
NAFAUM reenergized many to bring 

hope and life into the cities where Filipinos 
serve. The Rev. Bing Canlas, pastor of 
Custer UMC and First UMC of Canada 
shares the overall importance of this 
Association: “For FUMCC, (NAFAUM) 
should mean an institution where our 
values as Filipinos continue to be nurtured 
and shared especially for the next 
generations. For the church in the U.S., 
it should serve as a resource of Filipino 
ethnic wisdom and knowledge. For the 
greater UMC, it should mean a source of 
talent and personnel.”

“Filipino-American Methodists truly 
welcome all to the table,” shares Pastor 
Nancy Grim Hunter - who is Caucasian 
and has been welcomed into the Filipino-
American community in Oak Park, Ill. 
“Their sense of community is very strong. 
As a people, they represent more than 77 
ethnic groups, but they come together as a 
single body in unity with God’s mission of 

The National Association of Filipino-American United Methodists gathered in Evanston, Ill. for its 15th biennial convocation.

Continue to the next page
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bit.ly/voices-nafaum15 bit.ly/yp-nafaum15
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Check out quotes from NAFAUM attendees, 
including Bishops Sally Dyck and Linda Lee.

Pastor Lindsey Joyce shares how
young people at NAFAUM helped

McGaw YMCA with its upcoming triathlon,
bringing hope and joy into the city!

NAfAUM young people
support local YMCA in illinois

love in ministry to others. This convocation highlights their desire 
to continue to gain theological and practical knowledge and skills 
to minister to all members in their cross-cultural communities. This 
community adopted my family and several other non-Filipinos 
individuals and made us feel part of the family.”

How is your local church community bringing joy and vitality 
into the cities and towns where you are from? Share your stories 
by e-mailing channels@pnwumc.org. 

For photos and video from NAFAUM 2015, visit Facebook:
http://www.fb.com/nafaum, hashtag: #nafaum15.

Special thanks to the Rev. David V. Valera, Kristina Gonzalez,
the Commission on Ethnic Ministries (PNWUMC),
Aquilino Javier, and Pastor Nancy Grim Hunter.

Jesse N. Love serves as Graphic Designer & Print Manager
for the PNWUMC. Love also served as part of the leadership

of Christmas Institute in Northern California.

Continued from previous page

ideas & inspiration
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visit greaternw.org for a 
link to this article as well 

as information on
The Greater Northwest 

episcopal Area
(Alaska,

Pacific Northwest,
oregon-idaho)

recently had the opportunity to do some concentrated teaching. One 
experience was in the traditional classroom teaching Course of Study 
students, and the other experience was a completely online course 
for Master of Divinity students. Being “old school,” I was very much at 
home in the classroom, but I found it quite a challenge to do a totally 
online course where I never saw the students in person. Mastering the 
complexities of a fairly sophisticated online educational platform was 
not easy for me, and I had to rely on expertise from the technology 
staff person on a regular basis.

However, the teaching component was an absolute joy. Working with the students, 
and opening up new vistas of ministry for them is truly rewarding. Both groups of students 
provided a sense of hope for me for the future of our church. In general, the Course of 
Study students were older and more mature in life experience, but the M.Div. students were 
also very diverse, with some of them second career and mature in life experience also.

Both groups exhibited the servant leader qualities that we value in ministry.   For the 
Course of Study students, the first year class had some housing challenges. Their hotel 
provided a daily challenge. First, there was the daily interruption of youth visiting from 
Mainline China. They would be dropped off at the hotel in the middle of the night and then 
board buses in the early hours. The noise and disruption of teenagers at all hours – well, 
you can imagine the loss of sleep. On top of that, the hotel was in major repairs, and the 
electricity kept going out on the students. Couple this with repairs going on at all hours 
and you get some sense of the challenges of staying at this hotel.

Despite such major disruptions, the class kept upbeat and positive. They reported 
their nightly problems and took it all in stride. There wasn’t a sense of cynicism or anger 
on their part, but a healthy acceptance of circumstances out of their control. It was a 
great example of servant leadership at its best, and this class modeled what it means to 
be the last and least in the ministry of Jesus Christ.

Because I didn’t have an in-person experience with the M.Div. students, I didn’t see 
their servant leadership in action, but encountered it through their papers and reports. I 
have no doubt that they also exhibit this key quality.

Hopefully, there were some ministry lessons taught and learned in both of these 
groups, but they shared with me one of the most important elements of leadership in 
ministry: being a true servant of Jesus Christ. Thankfully, it is their congregations that will 
benefit the most. 

Be the Hope,

Bishop Grant 

insights
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uring a meal at Annual 
Conference in Pasco, 
Sue and I sat down 
at a table where a 
20’s-something young 
lady was sitting next 
to a 60’s-something 

woman. Two men were there also. As we 
got acquainted, I verbally stepped out 
and asked the young woman about her 
experience with older adults. 

She was gracious, perhaps a little 
careful, not really knowing my “true” 
motive. But then I asked permission to 
ask her age. “I’m 28”, she said. “What’s it 
like for you to be 28?” She is a teacher as 
well as very active in her church and the 
conference.

Yet she spoke quite eloquently about 
looking for “purpose” in her life. And she 
thinks other young adults are looking for 
life-purpose also. As we visited, I became 
aware that another young woman had sat 
down next to me. She was silent for a time, 
but then joined the conversation. She is a 
20-year-old college student.

As the 40-minute visit drew to an end, 
the college student offered, “This is the 
most significant conversation I’ve had 
here.” I didn’t get a chance to ask her 
“why”, as we began to move back toward 
the next conference session. But I’d like to 
know why. 

I hope part of her reason was that she 
engaged with some older adults on an 
intellectually and emotionally welcoming 
basis. But I don’t know that. What I do 
know is that I see too many examples of 
multi-generational ageism in our churches. 
And it started decades ago at “the top”. 
Take a quick look in The United Methodist 
Discipline and see how we are organized. 
There is official provision for every age-
level to be organizationally separated 
-- from the local church all the way to 
denominational committees. Now, I know 
there are wonderful exceptions to this 
organizational chart. 

But we “always done it that before”, 
so we’re trained to think about one 
predominant way about the general age 
groups. We so easily think mostly in terms 
of children, teens, young adults, “regular” 
adults, and older adults. Some age-level 
programming is very appropriate. But 
we forget that we are healthier when we 
nurture the relationships between those 
age groups.

In 1976, only eight years after the 
United Methodist Church was begun, 
I heard the straight-talking church 
consultant, Lyle Schaller, pronounce that 
“The United Methodist Church is organized 

to enhance conflict.” His exact words. 
Our institutional ageism is one on-going 
example of that “enhanced conflict.”

We don’t need to be suspicious of 
another age group than our own. But we 
too easily can be. Youth and young adults 
don’t need to think older adults have 
little-to-no value. But too many of them 
unconsciously succumb to that ageism. 
Even the conference emphasis on “getting 
youth and young adults” involved often 
sends an unintended message that older 
adults are past their prime, thus of lesser 
value. 

Older adults don’t need to stereotype 
youth and young adults as disrespectful 
of their elders. Yet that is a too-often 
unexamined and unchallenged attitude we 
project. 

Children may be in the healthiest 
position to relate to other age groups. Until 
they are taught otherwise (and they too 
easily can be), children accept anyone who 
welcomes them and cares about them. 

Perhaps we in all other age groups would 
be wise to learn from our children.

Why do we feel so unsafe with persons 
of an age different from our own? Oh, we 
can be polite to them. We can tolerate their 
attitudes or actions, at least to their faces 
and in public. But in private, we struggle 
with some people of another age. 

I believe one reason is that we don’t 
take time to learn another person’s “story”. 
And that person may be just as hesitant 
to learn our story. Is that a key element 
in those times when we react to another 
person because of his/her age? We don’t 
take time to share a part of our stories with 
each other? A simple conversation opener: 
“What is it like for you to be your age?” 
Try it. You may discover a new friend from 
another age group. That’s a good start! 

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as chair of 
the Conference Council on

Older Adult Ministries. 

FOR MULTI-GENERATIONAL

By The rev. PAUL GrAveS
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SePTeMBer 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30 31 1 2 3 4 5

6 7
• Labor Day (The 

Conference office is 
Closed)

8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 1 2 3

• Lazy Daze Camp for ‘older’ Adults @ Lazy f • CLM Training – intro to Ministry overview @ 
red Lion - Portland Airport

• Jubilate Worship Arts institute (JWAi)  @ 
haller Lake United Methodist Church

• extended Area Cabinet @ Alton L Collins 
retreat Center

• CLM Training – 
intro to Ministry 
overview @ red 
Lion - Portland 
Airport

AUGUST 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26 27 28 29 30 31 1
• Drive out Malaria @ 

orchard hills Golf & 
Country Club

2 3 4
• Conference 

Council on older 
Adult Ministries @ 
PNWUMC

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
• Board of Church and 

Society @ Wesley 
homes Terrace

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 1 2 3 4 5

• young Adults Go to Silverwood @ Twinlow

• Spanish Language immersion @ Toppenish: New harvest UMC

• young Adults Go 
to Silverwood @ 
Twinlow

Note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed from the time of publication.
For an updated calendar, including local church events, visit www.pnwumc.org/calendar.
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fresh Air D1962 
Confused about who the Holy Spirit is, what 
the Holy Spirit does and why it matters? 
You’re likely not alone. This book and DVD 
by Jack Levison, Professor at Seattle Pacific 
University, clarifies 2,000 years of history/
thought/assumptions/teachings about the 
Holy Spirit. Endorsed by eminent theological 

thinkers/writers such as Eugene Peterson, Scot McKnight, 
Phyllis Tickle, and N.T. Wright, this resource shows that the 
Holy Spirit is about more than spiritual gifts and fruits – it’s 
about the highest human aspirations and deepest human 
breaths. It’s about being infused with the Holy Spirit for an 
inspired life.

Change the World D2022
Making a positive difference in a hurting world, 
serving the least, lost, and lonely in Jesus’ name, spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ, isn’t that what Christians 
are supposed to do? Isn’t that what Mission is about? This study will guide church leaders into the work of global mission 
by helping them find ways to use all opportunities and aspects of church life from worship to education to fellowship to 
budgeting to facilities for missional outreach.

forged by fire D4740
How we tell a story matters because stories are how we define ourselves. Forged by Fire is a collection of five stories 
about ethnic groups that have faced or are facing injustice, persecution, and/or marginalization in the United States. 
These stories, however, are sprinkled with hope as evidenced by the reaction and action of United Methodist Church 
clergy and members on behalf of those groups.

When Christians Get it Wrong D4225
Young adults seem to have opted out of Christianity and the Church in large numbers these days. Why? If asked, 
they give several reasons, but the most important one is that they don’t see many Christians being truly Christian. 
Young adults don’t have a problem with Jesus – just with those who claim to follow Jesus – yet live in ways that don’t 
represent who Jesus is and how He wants His follower to be. Specific attitudes and behaviors young adults mention 
are Christians being judgemental, hypocritical, condemning other people’s faiths, rejecting science, injecting politics 
into faith, and being anti-homosexual. In this DVD, Adam Hamilton tackles these issues and addresses the “hows” 
and “whys” of Christians getting it right (and wrong) when it comes to representing Christ in the world.  

By iAN McKNiGhT


