The PNW’s District Service Center
welcomes Sabrina and Kyle!
abrina Venture will
be supporting the Seattle and Vancouver
Districts.
Venture has a background in emergency
services,
education,
and non-profit administration. Outside of work
she enjoys painting, travel, gardening, and
blogging at “The Great Seattle Venture” – a
blog about building her house, adventures in
and around Washington, and occasional motorcycle repair. She has a side interest in
jam and preserve making using organic fruit
sourced from local city-farms and runs it
through SugarSpoonJam.etsy.com. When
she is not in the kitchen trying out jam recipes, you can find her with her husband and
dachshund camping in the Olympics, or
kayaking around South Lake Union.
Kyle A. Franklin is also a new addition
to the District Service Center serving the

Puget Sound and Inland Districts. Kyle
has an extensive history working in higher
education and non-profit organizations,
including Central UMC in Spokane where
he served as the Business & Operations
Manager from 2010-2012.
Kyle completed his Bachelor’s degree
at Pacific Lutheran University with majors
in History and Religion. He is also a 2012
graduate of Gonzaga University with a
Master’s degree in Religious Studies.
Outside of his work and school experiences, Kyle enjoys reading, writing, entertaining friends & family, and training his
rescue Boston terrier, Winston. He has
run 4 marathons (including one in Dublin,
Ireland) and is also an active mountain
biker. He is passionate about social justice and is a columnist for Spokane Faith &
Values (spokanefavs.com). And, above all
else, he is Gonzaga Bulldogs fan through
and through! Go Zags!

Partnering Together
to Rebuild &
Restore Okanogan
County (VIDEO)
View the video:
bit.ly/pnwumvim-pateros
arlene Anders, Stan
Norman, Gerri Harvill,
and Jim Truitt along
with other faith-based
and volunteer non-governmental
organizations are teaming up to rebuild Okanogan County. Anders provides a tour
of affected neighborhoods within Pateros while Norman, Harvill, and Truitt illustrate the needs and challenges
in rebuilding these communities.
Featured:
-Fighting the Carlton Complex Fire
-Working together with faith partners,
NGOs
-Identifying our challenges
-Inviting volunteers to help
Special thanks to Carlene Anders,
The Pateros Volunteer Fire Department, the Rev. Don Ford, the Rev.
Juli Reinholz, and David Reinholz.

If you would like to contact the District Service Center, call 1-888-818-4288.
The monthly, award-winning publication of The Pacific Northwest Conference of The United Methodist Church
Resident Bishop Grant J. Hagiya Executive Director of Connectional Ministries The Rev. David Valera
Director of Communications, Young People’s Ministries Patrick Scriven Office Manager Anna Conklin
Graphic Designer & Print Manager Jesse N. Love Copy Editors Gretchen Engle, et. al.
CONTRIBUTORS The District Service Center, Barbara Dadd Shaffer, Janet Snodgrass, Ann Eachus, the Rev. Sue Ostrom,
Scott Klepach, Joan Hackett, Grace Killian, Dave Reinholz, and Lynn Swedberg
Special Thanks Jamaa Letu Orphanages, PNW UMW, Youth Chaplaincy Coalition, Spokane Valley UMC, Yakima: Wesley,
UMC, Vancouver: Salmon Creek UMC, Bothell UMC, UMCOR, Glide Memorial UMC, and The DisAbility Ministries Committee
of The United Methodist Church
Channels is a monthly publication of the Office of Connectional Ministries, The Pacific Northwest Conference of The United Methodist Church, 816 S. 216th Street, Building 2, P.O. Box 13650, Des Moines,
WA 98198-1009 • Channels is also available for download at www.pnwumc.org/channels • For any photo or article contributions, questions, comments, or letters to the editor, e-mail channels@pnwumc.
org • Submissions are due by the 1st of each month for publication the following month • All submissions are reviewed by members of the Office of Connectional Ministries and the Staff of the PNWUMC •
We reserve the right to reuse, modify, or decline any contribution to this publication • The opinions expressed in Channels may or may not reflect the views of the producers of this publication, the PNWUMC
or The United Methodist Church • Please give courtesy credit(s) when reprinting articles or photos from Channels. Let us be good stewards of the earth; please recycle.

Write a letter | By Barbara Dadd Shaffer

here is a one-time opportunity to write letters to the children, teens and
young adults who are part of the Jamaa Letu Orphanages. This October,
folks traveling to Lubumbashi will carry them in their baggage.
Jar$ for Jamaa Letu 2015 !!
There are two possibilities - At Annual Conference in June, there will be
Local United Methodist churches of the Pacific Northwest Conference are invited to
a Letu
‘Change
the
World’
support the orphanages of Jamaa
in Lubumbashi,
in the
Democraticactivity
Republic of to be held on Thursday, June 25. As an option,
Congo. Money collected in these jars will be combined into one offering at the Annual
attendees will be invited to write letters to Jamaa Letu residents, university
Conference, in June 2015.
students and staff. A table will have supplies and information about each
Churches: Print this out for your
congregations, and
ask them
to collect
money at
resident.
You
may
also
write letters, individually or as a church. It’s a
home. Before Annual Conference, collect the personal jars and bring your check to
myriad of possibilities!
Annual Conference!
Write the full name of the resident on the envelope and leave the envelope unsealed. Then,
Individuals:
Print this out in
for your
home, and bring
your offering to
yourOrphanage
church
send
the letter(s)
a larger
envelope
to:
PNW Conference (P.O. Box 13650, Des
before Annual Conference. Church bookkeepers will convert your offering to a check,
to
bring
to
Annual
Conference.
Moines, WA 98198) before September 30.
Is it possible to send something to the residents? This is a natural impulse as we relate to
This money will support the operating expenses, such as food, clothing, school fees,
children
and
teens
who are important to us. Very small items may be included in their envelope.
utilities and
salaries
for the staff.
Items such as age-appropriate postcards, bookmarks, etc., are workable - nothing thick or too lumpy! Also, fun things for
every resident may be sent if small - balloons come to mind.
The number of times that people have asked about writing letters is almost too numerous to count. There are good reasons
for it not being possible which makes this opportunity even more
Jar$ for Jamaa Letu—2015
exciting.

You CAN
Change their
world

Please bring filled Jar$ to your local United Methodist Church

Jar$ for Jamaa Letu!

Offer the opportunity to your congregation, use the label (left)
from bit.ly/jars-jamaa-letu, collect the funds in time to convert
them in to a check which will be brought to Annual Conference or
remitted to the conference in late June.

Quilts needed
at PNW Annual
Conference!
By Janet Snodgrass
Photo by Jesse N. Love
nited Methodist Women quilts bring decorative gifts of love to
Annual
Conference.
Each quilt will bring
warmth and joy to a
child at risk. Many
quilts will be delivered
to agencies in the Tri-Cities.
Each District President will take quilts
to children at risk including Atlantic Street
Center, Tacoma Community House, and
Mary’s Place. Last year, Goldendale
UMC brought 71 quilts. Can your church
beat that?
Quilts may be taken to Annual Conference by your District President or by your
lay representative. We can reach our goals
of 200 quilts!
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Human Relations Day Grant
Awarded to Pacific Northwest
Conference Agency
grant to fund MAP: My Action
Planning for Incarcerated
Youth has been awarded
to the Rev. Terri Stewart
and the Youth Chaplaincy
Coalition by the General
Board of Church and Society. The Coalition, which is a task force of the Church
Council of Greater Seattle, works with incarcerated youth in King County and Washington State detention facilities.
With the MAP program, Stewart envisions training volunteers to mentor youth so
that they transition out of detention with the
skills and confidence they need to stay out
and build productive lives.
MAP allows youth and a trained mentor
to come together and see where the youth
has come from, who they are now, and who
they want to be. We train mentors to be
mirrors for the youth so they can see the
absolute sacred worth that they have as
children of God. Mentors also reflect and

Pastor Terri Stewart
identify gifts and talents for youth who are
often labeled worthless. These youth are
not defined by their crime.
The goal is to recruit 30 new mentors
and to create a solid 12-hour program that
can be taught in a retreat format or in one-

From Disciples to Apostles
orking on a sermon recently,
I reflected on
the Biblical truth
that after Easter,
Jesus’
disciples
became apostles.
The word “disciple” means student, learner, or follower, whereas “apostle” means
one who is sent. Before the resurrection,
Jesus called people to follow him and to
learn from him. Even before the cross he
sent them out as laborers in the harvest,
though the word for “send” is different than
the one that forms the basis of apostle.
After his resurrection, however, Jesus
clearly commissions the disciples. “As
the Father has sent me, so I send you.”
(John 20:21b). The word “apostello” is the
Greek root of the word, “apostle.”
The mission statement of The United
Methodist Church is to “make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world.” I wonder what difference would it
make if we said our mission was “To be
apostles of Jesus Christ who will transform
the world?”, instead.
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By Ann Eachus
Photo by Pastor Terri Stewart

on-one mentoring.
The grant allows for the time, travel, and
recruiting efforts of new volunteers. The
Youth Chaplaincy Coalition still needs additional funding in order to pay for the supplies that mentors and youth will use. The
Coalition plans on mentoring 120 youth this
year. If you would like more information
about sponsoring a youth in this program,
please contact the Pastor Terri Stewart
at 425-531-1756 or YCC-Chaplain@thechurchcouncil.org.
The materials and experience resulting
from this pilot program can be used in other
facilities across the US. Funds for Human
Relations Day Grants come from the United
Methodist Special Sunday offering received
on Human Relations Day in January.

By The Rev. Susan E. Ostrom
Illustration courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Disciples certainly face challenges. Jesus predicted his passion and told them they
would have to take up their crosses to follow
him. And yet in some ways, discipleship is
safer and more comfortable than apostleship. Introverts like me often enjoy being
learners. As a learner, I can curl up with a
book or stay behind my computer screen.
As an apostle, however, I am sent out into
the world to be the very body of Christ. As
a disciple I can stay in my office, waiting for
people to come to me. As an apostle I have

to get out there as the Incarnate Word of
God. Maybe that means talking to people
sitting next to me on the airplane and actually telling them I am a Christian, instead of
burying my nose in my book. As a disciple
I can be the resident expert at my church,
attending committee meetings and preaching carefully constructed sermons. As an
apostle I have to risk not knowing all the
answers, meeting new people, and facing
the unknown. Apostleship could mean getting involved in my community as it wrestles
with the problems before it. It might even
mean knocking on doors or volunteering to
serve on a city council committee.
Apostleship is scary – and I think it is
what we disciples are meant to become.
As United Methodists, I hope we can be
apostles of Jesus Christ who will transform
the world.
The Rev. Susan E. Ostrom
serves as pastor of
Moscow First
United Methodist Church (Idaho).
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ere in the Pacific Northwest, we may not always
have the chance to reach
the four corners of the
world. But in April, some
of the stories of The United
Methodist Church’s global outreach were
shared at four regional churches.
The PNW’s Four Corners Mission Celebrations highlighted global ministries.
Attendees were invited to peruse the Mission Fairs, eat a meal together, and worship celebrating 75 years of UMCOR. A
beautiful video montage of Paul Jeffrey’s
photography with narration of the mission
fields was presented illustrating the needs
of missionaries around the world. Guest
speaker Bishop Hope Morgan Ward presented signed certificates for churches
achieving 5 Columns of Mission.
Bishop Ward of the Raleigh Episcopal
Area and president of Global Ministries
visited four locations in four days. She
presented “Grace Abounding to All: Engaging in Mission as United Methodists”
at Spokane Valley UMC on April 9; Yakima
Wesley UMC on April 10; Salmon Creek
UMC on April 11; and Bothell UMC on April
12. Several hundred people from as far as
Bonners Ferry, Idaho to all across the state
of Washington, and from Portland, Ore. attended one of the four Celebrations.
During her presentation in Yakima:
Wesley, Ward posed the question, “What is
it in our humanness that makes some of us
the giver, and some of us the controller?”
She emphasized the Methodist heritage of
giving back in so many ways. “As grace so
abounds, we must give back,” said Ward.
“That’s who we are – loving God so much
it overflows out of us.”
At each event, Ward shared stories of
her experiences “in the trenches” and how
United Methodists have been engaging with
people in need in the world. One story was
about a villager who said he wanted glasses.
When mission workers thought he was referring to spectacles, it was revealed that he
was really asking for binoculars because he
wanted “to see farther than my cot,” Ward
said. She compared this wish to how the
church ought to be, to see outside what
we know and embrace what John Wesley
meant when he said the world is our parish.
Ward asked everyone to consider how
we can reach, engage and love communities near and far. She stressed how the
idea of being a missionary means crossing boundaries across the globe as well as
across our communities.
Ward said she is hopeful that the Four
Corners celebrations “encourage and even
increase energy for missions in the world.”

Ideas & Inspiration

The PNW ‘Four Corners’ event celebrates
missions and passion of serving
By Scott Klepach Special thanks to Joan Hackett

Bishop Hope Morgan Ward, a seventh-generation North Carolinian, was ordained in the
North Carolina Annual Conference, where
she has presided as bishop since 2012.
Prior to her Episcopal leadership in North
Carolina, she was bishop of the Mississippi
Conference from 2004 to 2012.

Linda Weistaner, Myrna Manier, Deb Avery,
Lucille Harwood, Marie Kuch, Jan Catrell,
and Barbara Dadd Shaffer.
Scott Klepach serves as Youth Ministries
and Communications Coordinator at
Wesley UMC in Yakima, Wash.

Special thanks to Melva Lohstroh, Suellen
Crettol, Marilyn Wudarcki, Linda Hay,
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Build 5 Columns of Mission in your church!
$ DOLLARS IN
TO

Outreach booklet and complete the form
and send a check to the Conference Treasurer soon.
The Hofers, Katherine Parker and the
Rev. Paul Jeffrey will all be itinerating in
2016 to supporting churches.

M
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$D
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S
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S
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$

1. Ask if your church collected an offering for One Great Hour of Sharing on
March 15 and sent it to the Conference
Treasurer.
If not, there is still time. Our Conference
Treasurer will accept money until the end of
December for OGHS.

3. Did your church already give to a
specific UMCOR disaster or UMCOR
Undesignated #999895 in 2015?
If not, give options to church members
to give online (umcmission.org) in the name
of your church or via your church treasurer.

4. With which Missionary does your
church covenant?
If not, choose a Global Mission Fellow/
US-2 or another one of 21 PNW Missionaries from the Funding Ministry and Mission

United Methodist Commitee on Relief

One Great Hour of Sharing

March 15, 2015

Church Name:

Ideas & Inspiration
Church

n Relief

g
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Joan Hackett serves as the
co-Conference secretary
of Global Ministries.

The Advance for Christ and His Church

DOWNLOAD: http://bit.ly/FMMO_2015

Covenant Relationship with a Missionary

2. Find out which Advance project your
church supported in 2015
If none then you can choose one of
739+ projects and give online crediting your
church - check umcmission.org

5. To achieve 5 Columns - is someone
from your church going to Mission u?
More than 25% of PNW churches were
represented in 2014. Plan to register in
2015 for Mission u! It will be held at Central
Washington University, Ellensburg on July
17-20. Study Latin America led by the Rev.
Paul Jeffrey; and either Created for Happiness (leaders include the Revs. Jen Stuart,
Keith Hackett and the Rev. Bo Bryan) or the
Church and People with Disabilities (leaders - include Lynn Swedberg and the Rev.
Karen Davidson)
Scholarships are available especially for
youth, first timers and churches without a
UMW. Visit www.pnwumw.org.

Attend Mission U

ill Your Church be a 5 Columns
of Mission Church in 2015?
If so, Now is the time to plan.
Please find the inside back cover of the
“Funding Ministry and Mission Outreach”
booklet sent to each church every year,
then copy and complete the poster and display it in your church. Or download from
http://bit.ly/FMMO_2015

By Joan Hackett

ife in Bethlehem can be a confusing world of contrasts and
seeming opposites. It is a small
town, in essence nestled between the Church of the Nativity, the church built over
the place of Jesus’ birth,
and a winding concrete
barrier, 8 meters at certain points, security towers staffed by Israeli
soldiers and a military checkpoint. Bethlehem holds 3 refugee camps as well as
countless hotels and pilgrim’s houses for
those coming to visit the holy sites. Every
day I walked past the Church of the Nativity
and worked in the shadow of the Separation Barrier at the Wi’am Conflict Resolution
Center. These are the inescapable realities
of Bethlehem – military occupation and the
site of the Prince of Peace’s birth.
Life in Bethlehem is lived in this very
tension between the holy and the unholy; it
is sacred moments carved out in the midst
of oppression. I was blessed to take part
in such moments throughout my twenty
months in Bethlehem – the giggle of an
infant breaking through the despair of a
discussion of the constant tragedy in Palestine and Israel or the beauty of a conversation with friends, sitting on the steps of
the Church of the Nativity, looking over the
rolling green hills and hearing friends speak
with pride of Bethlehem’s resilience.
I was also blessed during my time serving with the Wi’am Conflict Resolution Center to work with a group of young women
in the Just Sharing Fellowship, a narrative sharing project in conjunction with the
Wi’am Center and the United Methodist
Women of Western Pennsylvania. This
project creates space for young women to
empower each other as they share their
own stories and listen to each other. I was
privileged to listen to the stories of the participants. These stories reveal a different
reality than the one often promulgated of
Palestinians. They are stories of normalcy
and oppression, of welcoming the birth of
a nephew and also of Israeli soldiers occupying their house. These young women
bravely share their own experiences of trying to create success and healthy relationships. They speak of the sacred moments
in the midst of daily injustice.
Through my work with these young
women and my own sacred moments, I
learned that the sanctity of these moments
is found because of God’s presence in the
midst of our human relationships. We are
called to listen to the Other and for the presence of the Divine. In listening, we affirm
shared humanity in the face of continual
dehumanization. The very act of listening

Ideas & Inspiration

Global Mission Fellows

By Grace Killian

resists the lie that we are too different from
one another. When we share and listen
with others, we learn wisdom and truth hidden in the lines of their stories. When we
listen to each other, to those we are told are
different, we create sacred moments where

God is revealed in the midst of a broken
world. When we listen and share, the Kingdom is being built story by story.
Grace Killian is a Global Mission Fellow
now finishing her term in the US.
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PNW young people immerse themselves in the culture and historical struggles
of the San Francisco Bay Area as they are...

By David Reinholz
Photos by Aaron Pazan
and Christy Fisher

He weeps for the city
n Luke’s version of the triumphal entry of Jesus we celebrate as Palm
Sunday, Jesus sees Jerusalem
spread before him and weeps. He
weeps for the city because Jesus
knows the city will eventually be
destroyed. And, he weeps because
Jesus knows the people of Jerusalem and
her leaders have missed this special moment of God’s revelation. They have other
priorities.
If Jesus were to cross the Golden Gate
Bridge today and see San Francisco laid
before him, I think he would also weep for
the “City by the Bay”. Amidst vast wealth
and sparkling riches lies a stinking, rotten
reality. While $100,000 cars drive by and
average one bedroom apartments cost
$3500 per month, people are literally starving on the streets.
Our Immersion Journey
Wesley students joined others from the
University of Washington, Western Wash-
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A candle from the Mission Delores Basilica
brightens the sanctuary.
ington University, and Concordia University in Portland for an intensive cultural
immersion. We learned about the unethical way developers try to remove people
from their buildings so property can be
“flipped” and exorbitant rents charged.

It is a warm day for serving
the “others” at Glide Memorial
United Methodist Church in
San Francisco.

And, we learned about the handful of
dedicated people from the Housing Rights
Committee of San Francisco who do their
best to fight the developers.
We learned about the history of the
LGBTQ community in San Francisco and
remembered the discrimination against
homosexuals and transgender people that
continues to exist across this country. We
listened as Harvey Milk predicted his own
assassination and the account of his brutal killing. But even the Castro area of the
city, the hub of queer life for the last 50
years, is being gentrified and the gay community pushed out.
We learned of blatant and legislated
racism against the Chinese who were recruited as cheap labor and then told they
had to leave the country and could not
become American citizens, yet stayed to
build a thriving and robust community. And
how just recently, Chinese railroad workers were recognized in the Labor Department “Hall of Fame”.

Ideas & Inspiration

Serving the “other”
There is hope in San Francisco amid
the urine and feces-laden streets. There
are people who care about the “other”
like Jesus did. There are those who accept people as they are and care for them
in many ways. These are the people of
Glide Memorial United Methodist Church
and the staff and volunteers of the Glide
Foundation.
Wesley campus ministry
members had the privilege of working
alongside these quiet and unassuming

heroes during our spring break.
We prepped and served three meals
at Glide, meeting hundreds of homeless
people who smelled of urine, had bad or no
teeth, suffered from obvious mental health
disorders, and were so hungry. The staff,
volunteers, Glide, and almost everyone we
served were polite, thankful, and happy
to receive a meal. And our guests were
not just homeless people. Many were the
“working poor”. These are people with jobs
that run short of money for food and benefit

Students from Central, Western, and UW
Wesley Clubs spend the night at University
of Oregon Wesley Club, before driving
down to San Francisco, Calif.

Katelyn, David, Aaron, and Aly from
Central Washington University gather
for a photo before leaving for Oregon.

College students help
prepare sandwiches for Glide
UMC’s feeding program.

from a meal or two each week at Glide.
Aly, one of our college students shares
more about a volunteer she met while serving at Glide:
The person that had the most effect on me
was a man named Doug. We worked together in the line assembling trays for the dinner
rush. Before the rush started, we began talking. Doug is from Jamaica and moved to San
Francisco nine years ago for school. At some
point he stopped school and became homeless. He was caught sleeping on the roof, so
he came here. Doug was volunteering his
time in the kitchen. After the shift started, we
had less time to talk. When he thought no
one was looking, he took a piece of bread,
folded it up and ate it. He knew he was going
to get food in an hour, but he was so hungry
that he needed something now. Doug was
only twenty-eight years old. He was kind,
caring, and said goodbye to me twice when
we were on our way out. I can’t imagine ever
being in Doug’s situation. No matter how
much I struggle, I know I have a support system to catch me when I fall. The realization
that most of these people didn’t have anyone
to turn to was a hard one to come to. I feel
like I am still processing.

Loving Our Neighbor
Perhaps the most memorable experiences for me were the two worship services we attended, Sunday morning at Glide,
and the Sunday evening Eucharistic Service at Grace Cathedral. From jazz and
gospel to meditative high church, these
services were wonderful bookends to my
day and reminded me that we serve a God
already working to bring justice and peace.
We are simply asked to do what we can
to help others wherever we find ourselves.
I left San Francisco with very mixed feelings. I am appalled that America would
allow its citizens to sleep on the streets,
have no place to go to the bathroom, and
no place to clean themselves. And, where
is the access to mental health care? But,
because of people like those at Glide and
others, there is hope of a brighter tomorrow.
God calls us to care for the marginalized,
to bring justice, and love our neighbor. Will
we respond to that call or like the people
of Jerusalem, miss the meaning of God’s
revelation? God showed me my neighbor in
San Francisco and asked me to love them.
By the grace of God, I hope I will.
Check out the Wesley Club’s Blog for
more: http://bit.ly/wesley-spring-break
David Reinholz serves as the
Associate Conference Lay Leader
for the PNWUMC.
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othing is more dishonorable
than the old, heavy with years,’
Seneca wrote, ‘who have no
other evidence of having lived
except old age.’… It’s a relatively rare event for most people to be mentioned in a will. And yet, people talk all the
time about how the life of the person, now
deceased, has enriched them…
What we are inclined to forget is that
each of us leaves a legacy, whether we
mean to, whether we want to or not. Our
legacies are the quality of the lives we
leave behind. What we have been will be
stamped on the hearts of those who survive
us for years to come…
What are we leaving behind? That is the
question that marks the timbre of a lifetime.
We leave behind our attitude toward the
world. We are remembered for whether or
not we inspired in others a love for life and
an openness to all of those who lived it with
us. We will be remembered for our smiles
and for our frowns, for our laughter and for
our complaints, for our kindness and for
our selfishness. We leave behind for all the
world to see the value system that marks
everything we do. People who never asked
us directly what we valued in life will never
doubt for a moment what it was.
They
know if we cared for the Earth because they
watched us as we seeded our flowerbeds –
or let the debris from the garage spill over
into what could have been a garden.
They know what we thought of people
of other colors or creeds by the language
we used and the lives we connected with.
They know the depth of our spiritual life by
the way we treated those around us and
what we thought of life and what we gave
our lives to doing.
We leave behind the memory of the way
we treated strangers, how we loved the individuals closest to us, how we cared for
those who loved us, how we spoke to them
in hard times, how we gave ourselves away
to satisfy their needs.
We leave behind, in our very positions
on death and life, on purpose and meaning, a model or relationship with God. Our
own spiritual life is both challenge and
support to the spiritual struggles of those
around us. As they themselves approach
the moment of truth, like us, they look for
models of what it means to go beyond
speculation, despite uncertainty.
Our legacy is far more than our fiscal
worth. Our legacy does not end the day we
die. We (can add) to it every moment of our
lives…. In this period of life, we have both
the vision and the wisdom to see that the
legacy is what we want it to be.
If we need to erase old memories and
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By The Rev. Paul Graves with SR. JOAN CHITTISTER
[elderadvocates@nctv.com]

This month, I want to do something I’ve never done in my years of
column writing. I share with you a major portion of a wonderful essay on Legacy that Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB, included in her book
The Gift of Years. She says so exceptionally well what we are
wise to remember about “our legacy”. I can do no better.”
(Reprinted with permission of the author.)
create new ones, this is the time to do it… If
we have neglected the development of the
spirit for the sake of the material, we have
the time now to think again about what it
means to be alive, to be full of life, to love
all of life, to be full of God.
These can be the years when our spirits
soar beyond any old injuries, above all the
old pettiness, overcome all the ingrained
prejudices that have kept us from enriching our lives with friends who are black and
brown and yellow and red and white.
Who are other than we are. Whose lives
are different than ours. Who have much to
teach us about the many other ways of being in the world.
If we need to rethink all the old ideas that
are now so much in conflict with the world

around us, if we need to rethink even our
notion of God, now is the time to give ourselves to the real issues of life...
It is time to ask ourselves what legacy
we are leaving behind. Because one thing
is sure: whether or not we give much
thought to it, everyone else we know will.
Sister Joan D. Chittister, O.S.B. is a
Benedictine nun, author and speaker.
Visit http://joanchittister.org/
Special thanks to Susan Doubet.
The Rev. Paul Graves serves as the
chair of the Conference Council
on Older Adult Ministries.
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Note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed from the time of publication. For
an updated calendar, including local church events, visit www.pnwumc.org/calendar.
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26

Monday
27

Tuesday
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28

Wednesday

29

Thursday

Friday

30

Saturday

1

2
• Twinlow Men’s Retreat @ Twinlow Camp

3

4
• Twinlow Men’s
Retreat @ Twinlow
Camp

10

• Mother’s Day (see
Imagine No Malaria
announcement, left)

17

• Green Faith Book
Study and Meet-theAuthor Webinar @
PNWUMC
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6

7

12

13

14

• Conference Council on
Older Adult Ministries
@ PNWUMC
• Board of
Congregational
Development @
PNWUMC

• Board of Ordained
Ministry – Executive
Committee Meeting @
Des Moines UMC

• Board of Ordained
Ministry – Full Board
Meeting @ Des Moines
UMC

• 2016 Active Health
Plans @ Ellensburg
UMC
• 2016 Active Health
Plans @ Ellensburg
UMC @ Pasco:
Riverview UMC

25

19

• 2016 Active Health
Plans @ Spokane:
Audubon Park UMC

26

20

21

• 2016 Active Health
Plans @ Snohomish
UMC
• 2016 Active Health
Plans @ Kent UMC

9

15

16

27

28

• Memorial Day (The
Conference Office is
closed.)

1

4

Glendale
First UMC
(California)

Sun

Tues
2

7

• Orientation to Ministry
@ Ritzville: Trinity
UMC
• Discover and Explore
@ Des Moines UMC

9

Thurs

4

Fri
5

Sat
6

•	Alaska Annual Conference Sessions @
St. John UMC (Anchorage)

Board of
Congregational
Development @
PNWUMC

8

6

Weds

3

• Transitions Workshop @ TBD

7

30

June 2015

Mon
1

29

• Seattle District
Gathering @ Des
Moines UMC
• Discover and Explore
@ Haller Lake UMC

5

31

23
• CONVO 2015 @
University of Puget
Sound

• Seattle District
Gathering @
Haller Lake UMC

2

• Visionary
Leadership Project
(VLP) Retreat @
Wesley Homes
Terrace

22

• Board of Discipleship
@ PNWUMC
• 2016 Active Health
Plans @ Olympia: First
UMC

• CONVO 2015 @ University of Puget Sound

31

8

• Greater NW Cabinet @ PNWUMC

18

• Visionary
Leadership Project
(VLP) Retreat @
Wesley Homes
Terrace

24

11

5

10

11

12

13

•	Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference @
Salem Convention Center

The Pacific Northwest
Annual Conference Sessions 20I5
TRAC Center | Pasco, Wash.
June 24-27, 20I5

pnwumc.org/ac20I5

Calendar

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

• The Pacific Northwest Annual Conference
Sessions @ TRAC Center

28

29

30

1

2

3

4

• Conference
Office is
Closed

• Independence Day

May 2015

11

he DisAbility Ministries Committee of The United
Methodist Church features insightful pieces for
people with disabilities or allergies working to have
equal access to the Church.

Subscribe:
umdisability@gmail.com
Read:
bit.ly/dmcumc-031915

