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Connecting with stories making headlines 
from the UMC into March

Whenever you see the 
RMC icon beside an 
article in Channels,
the Regional Media 
Center has carefully 
chosen a video that 

compliments the story 
you are reading in an 

effort to help further your 
interest in a particular 
topic or theme.  E-mail 

imcknight@pnwumc.org 
and reserve a resource 

today!

By Jim TruiTT Photo by mickey Thurman

By Jim TruiTT Photo by mickey Thurman*

Volunteers needed for flood clean-up!

omes, families need volunteers for 
Grays Harbor County-wide clean-up 
after devastating flood.

Many homes in Hoquiam and Ab-
erdeen were flooded or inundated 

with mud three weeks ago. The survivors are re-
questing help with the muck out and clean up. 

The Washington Volunteer Organizations Ac-
tive in Disaster (WAVOAD) has put out a general 
call for volunteers. This work is often strenuous 
and always dirty. By now, most of the homes will 

have mold growth that will require remediation.
The PNW UMVIM Disaster Response Team 

has volunteered to train responders in the prop-
er techniques and safety measures involved in 
cleaning out flooded homes. If you can volunteer 
to help, please contact Jim Truitt, 253-630-1268, 
umvimdisasterresponse@comcast.net. 

Jim Truitt serves as the
Disaster Early Response Team Coordinator

for the PNWUMC.

Volunteers cleaning up 
the flood mud.  Photo 
courtesy of Flickr and 
used with permission.

UMCOR:
Disaster Training?
It’s In Your Area

bit.ly/umcor-training

UMNS: Church body 
proposes...open stance 

on homosexuality

bit.ly/umc-open-stance bit.ly/lent-resources

GBOD:
Lent and Easter 

Resources
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By Joan hackeTT
celebrate 75 Years of umCor!

A day of celebration will take place for UMCOR’s 75th anniver-
sary! The Rev. Denise Honeycutt, deputy general secretary for The 
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), Bishop John 
Schol, and the President of UMCOR Bishop Hee-Soo, will be in 
Atlantic City, New Jersey where UMCOR was created.*

one great Hour of sharing - march 15, 2015
Your gift on March 15 (or any time in 2015) celebrates 75 years 

of UMCOR being with those in crisis.  Gifts to One Great Hour of 
Sharing lay the foundation for UMCOR to share God’s love with 
communities everywhere.  The special offering helps UMCOR to 
keep the promise that 100 percent of any gift to a specific UMCOR 
project will go toward that project, not administrative costs.

Reflect, learn and engage
in mission locally and

around the world!
Bishop Hope Morgan Ward will 

provide the keynote address 
for all Four Corners Mission 

Celebrations.

Where & When
easT Spokane Valley UMC Thursday, April 9 at 5:00 p.m.
souTheasT Yakima: Wesley Friday, April 10 at 5:00 p.m.
WesT Vancouver: Salmon Creek Saturday, April 11 at 4:30 p.m.
norTh Bothell UMC Sunday, April 12 at 4:30 p.m.

Find out what is happening locally and globally in mission.
Global Ministries has 340 missionaries in 60 countries.

Health, disaster response, church planting, food security, clean water,
evangelization and missionaries all are under the umbrella of Global Ministries.

Youth hoping to be inspired by Generation Transformation, 
Youth and Education leaders, finance committee members, 
mission committees, United Methodist Women, all UMC 
clergy, and anyone wanting to engage more fully in UMC 
Mission are WELCOME! 

Tickets: bit.ly/tickets-fcmc
(or from agents in each area in each corner)
e-mail/details: revkeithjoan@hotmail.com
Pre-booking encouraged for catering purposes

make a new Year’s resolution to become a 5 Column Church!
• Collect for One Great Hour of Sharing on March 15, 2015 (or 

anytime thereafter)
• Give to UMCOR
• Contribute to an Advance project listed in “Giving Opportuni-

ties through the Advance 2013-2016” or at umcmission.org
• Send someone to Mission u 
• Have a Covenant Relationship with a missionary 

Last December, Giving Tuesday raised $2.5 million online 
through the Advance to support mission and ministries around the 
world.  Matching funds of $1 million were allocated by GBGM to 
Advance projects. 

*UMCOR was created in 1940 at General Conference.  Joan Hackett is the Conference Secretary of Global Ministries for the PNWUMC.
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By Julia frisBie Photos by young kWak
hen the Rev. Mike 
Graef pitched the 

We See A New 
Church Ministry Fund 

Drive to Spokane Val-
ley UMC, they stepped 

up. “We wanted to be a leadership church,” 
says Mike. “So we made a pledge for 
$50,000 over three years.” 

“I see the value of the connection with 
the local church and the Conference,” 
Graef explains. He has a unique perspec-
tive as a former District Superintendent 
and an active member of the Board of 
Congregational Development. 

“A lot of people don’t realize that the 
future of a local church really depends on 
the health of the Conference… the Con-
ference sends the local church their pas-
tors, and if the Conference isn’t healthy, 
then the churches won’t receive equipped 
pastors, and that can lead to all good 
things stalling out.” 

Graef believes that the resources offered 
by The Tuell Center will benefit both clergy 
and local churches. We’re already seeing 
positive results with the churches participat-
ing in the beta vitality process. Funding The 
Tuell Center will make this resource avail-

Spokane Valley UMC Supports
the Ministry Fund Drive

able to more congregations. 
Spokane Valley UMC also believes in 

New Church Starts. “We need to start new 
churches because helping new people 
meet Christ and follow him is what we do,” 
Graef shares. 

And the third part of the fund drive – 
Imagine No Malaria – is easy to support. 
Malaria is devastating, but the solutions are 
not expensive. The $5,000 tithe of Spokane 
Valley UMC’s pledge could pay for protec-
tive bed nets for 500 families, or lifesaving 
medication for 1,000 malaria patients. 

Rather than signing up for three years 
of fund-raising, Spokane Valley UMC has 
decided to pay their pledge directly out of 
their church budget. This is one of the easi-
est ways for many churches to make a dif-
ference. They sent their first check a few 
weeks ago. 

“We’re very proud to support the Ministry 
Fund Drive,” says Mike. “We hope to inspire 
other churches to buy into this and make a 
pledge themselves.” 

Julia Frisbie serves as the Imagine No 
Malaria field coordinator for the Greater 

Northwest Episcopal Area.

HEALTHY CONFERENCE, HEALTHY CHURCHES

The Rev. Mike Graef welcomes 
the congregation and presents 

announcements at Spokane Valley’s
11 a.m. Contemporary Worship service.

For more info, visit:
www.spokanevalleychurch.org

Spokane Valley’s Children’s Ministries 
Director Stephanie Fisher, leads class for 
middle elementary graders.
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s of the 2013 census, Coupe-
ville, Wash. has a population 
of less than 2000. Our United 
Methodist church has a to-
tal membership of less than 

250. But annually, we raise close to $20,000 
to support giving opportunities, both locally 
and around the world. How do we do it?

It’s the season of love, and our mem-
bers know – and live - the true meaning 
of the word. But we don’t limit our love to 
just one season; we practice unrestrained 
caring and generosity throughout the 
year. Both young and old support those 
in need, whether the needy are kids in Af-
rica who deserve to thrive both physically 
and intellectually, or families in our own 
community who cannot afford their food 
or basic medications.

Some of this giving follows a process: 
Annually, Our Missions Committee mem-
bers meet and, aided by recommenda-
tions from UMCOR, our Conference or our 
Bishop, they identify giving opportunities 
to focus on throughout the coming year. “It 
isn’t rocket science”, says Val Hillers, the 
Missions Committee chairperson, “it’s just 
finding opportunities, and following your 

By suzanne loomis Additional photos by The rev. Jin ming ma

passions for giving…as simply 
as possible.” One way in which 
we have simplified the giving pro-
cess is through our annual “Eggs 
for Easter” campaign, which pro-
vides one dozen eggs for each 
needy family in the community. 
The number of needy families is 
identified by our local “Gifts From 
the Heart” food bank, and then 
we call on our kids to lead the 
way. Each child is given a plastic 
egg to fill with money, then every-
one follows suit. It’s fun for the 
kids and adults alike.

It’s important to identify and schedule 
giving opportunities in the form of fund-
raising events (our annual Strawberry So-
cial and Christmas Bazaar, for example), 
but we also respond quickly and generous-
ly to Emergency calls for assistance, such 
as last year’s Oso landslide response and 
Bishop Hagiya’s appeal for “Imagine No 
Malaria”. Of our total giving, over $3000 
went to support those efforts. 

“I’m blessed to serve this Missional 
Church, full of people who have a spirit of 
generosity that spans generations”, says 

Pastor Jin Ming Ma.
At Coupeville United Methodist church, 

we recognize that giving generously is part 
of our walk of faith with God and each oth-
er. We encourage other congregations –
both large and small-to join us in respond-
ing to the needs of those less fortunate…
there are so many! 

Suzanne Loomis serves as
Church Life Coordinator for

Coupeville United Methodist Church

Ideas & Inspiration

(Above) Welcome to Sunday morning service at Coupeville UMC!
(Below) Members of Coupeville UMC dish up some sunshine at its annual Strawberry Social.



Insights

HISPANIC/LATINO 
MINISTRY 

VALUES 
Respect 

We recognize the 
inherent value and 
dignity of all God’s 

creation and all 
people. 

Love 
Inspired by the 

compassion and 
grace of our God, 
we seek to joyfully 
embrace and serve 

with all people. 

Community 
We commit to live 
with our neighbors 
united in loyalty, 

family, solidarity, and 
inclusivity. 

Justice 
We strive to live into 
the equality of God’s 
provision in a world 
where every need 

shall be met. 

MISSION 
To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

A church called to be united and diverse in God’s love 
that changes lives and transforms communities. 

VISION 
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life Choices: trusting god in 
life’s Decisions & Challenges D1026

This DVD 
curriculum uses 
scenes from the 
movie, “To Save 
A Life” by New 
Song Pictures 
(produced in 
2010), to reach 
teens and illus-
trate faith in the 
midst of real-life struggles.  Critical issues 
such as peer pressure, sex, family conflict 
and lukewarm faith are addressed from an 
evangelical faith perspective.  The DVD 
and study guide combine daily Bible stud-
ies with discussion questions for weekly 
group sessions, helping teens develop a 
habit of Bible Study and prayer.  The “To 
Save A Life” movie was described by the 
Los Angeles times as “…appealing, poi-
gnant, and inspiring.”

By hailey sWearingen
Photos by mary recla and Brian marTin

une of 2014 was the beginning 
of an incredible journey for me. 
For the past months, I had the 
honor of being the 2015 SUMYT 
team’s vice president, a role I 

hold very dearly. SUMYT stands for the 
Seattle United Methodist Youth Team and 
we represent the United Methodist youth 
of the Seattle District. 

For over 50 years this team has put on 
a retreat (cleverly named SUMYT) for ev-
eryone between 6th and 12th grade.  This 
year the team is proud to announce our re-
treat sold out in only 29 days! Selling out 
so fast is bittersweet. It is so hard to tell 
youth and churches alike that we just don’t 
have room for them this year, especially 
because so many of these people would 
have been first time attendees.

My first SUMYT retreat was in 2009, my 
6th grade year. That was back when the 
SUMYT store was allowed to sell energy 
drinks, and of course what sixth grader is 
going to turn down their first 32 ounce ener-
gy drink? Needless to say, I was up all night 
bouncing off the walls and sick the next day. 
I didn’t return to the retreat until I joined the 
team as a freshman in high school. It has 
been an honor to watch our retreat grow 
and flourish, and I’ve been so lucky to be a 
part of this team. Now, as a senior, I get to 
choose what we sell at the store!

SUMYT has worked hard to put on a re-
treat that is equal parts fun and spiritual. 

The me i Want To Be
(Teen edition) d4544

Pastor and author, John Ortberg, pres-
ents this five session video-based study 
to help teens live their lives in the best 
way possible — in God’s way.  Through 
video discussions, questions and group 
exercises that deal with real issues teens 
face, you will discover something remark-
able — the “me” you are meant to be — 
confident, honest and fully alive inside.  
The five sessions include:

Discovering the Spirit
Renewing My Mind

Redeeming My Time
Deepening My Relationships
Transforming My Experiences

Seattle district-wide
youth retreat touches lives

Often times it is a shock to go back to “real 
life” after being in an uplifting environment 
such as this retreat. Everyone genuinely 
cares about each other. It doesn’t matter 
if this is your first or sixth time attending; 
you are always welcomed with opened 
arms. It is a place where old friends re-
unite, and where lifelong friendships are 
built. SUMYT is where loud off-key singing 
and bad dancing are basically a require-
ment, where small groups are safe places 
to question and discuss, and where tearful 
goodbyes are followed up with awkward 
sightings of each other on the ferry home. 
The SUMYT retreat has touched the lives 
of so many, and I am delighted to share it 
with all who will come. 

Hailey Swearingen is a senior and attends 
Aldersgate UMC (Bellevue, Wash.).

Ideas & Inspiration
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By pasTor karen yokoTa | Photos courtesy of Wikimedia commons

ith Valentine’s Day just 
behind us, and Lent 

around the corner, I find 
myself still trying to re-

cover from the hustle and 
bustle and excitement of Christmas. I’ve 
had many people ask me: What will you 
give up this year for Lent? Last year, I gave 
up soda pop for 40 days and 40 nights and 
I thought I was going to go into convulsions 
— I missed it so much. I also began to think, 
how may I use the next 40 days and 40 
nights to focus on simple living, prayer, and 
fasting in order to grow closer to God?  

In places of Christian worship around 
the world, we will be encouraged to use 
this time for self-reflection. This year, I don’t 
think I will be sacrificing something for Lent, 
but I will take this opportunity to remind my-
self that I deserve to be loved not only by 
other people, but by myself. The Golden 
Rule is to “Love your neighbor as YOUR-
SELF. There is no other commandment 
greater than these.” (Mark 12:31)  

I began to think, how can I love my 
neighbor if I’m tired? I’ve read in plenty of 
pastoral care books, heard from many oth-
ers, and have learned overtime that loving 
yourself can lay a foundation for stronger, 
healthy relationships with others. This pro-

cess begins with accepting yourself for 
who you are right now in your life. If you 
are not filled, by providing yourself with 
great self-care and love, how can you pro-
vide service and love to others?  

There’s been a long-held belief that 
people are worthy of respect when they put 
others before themselves. People have of-
ten evaluated their own worth (and the de-
gree to which they deserve value in soci-
ety) by their ability to contribute and place 
the needs of others before themselves … 
and this is what we are passionate about 
doing in ministry.  

Along with this belief is the idea that 
self-care is self-indulgent. However, we 
can only sustain physical health and emo-
tional health when self-care is a priority. 
When your needs are met, and self-care 
is a non-negotiable priority, you can come 
to the world as the best version of yourself; 
fully nourished and ready to nourish those 
around you.  

Caring for yourself is vitally important, 
but many of us neglect ourselves for a va-
riety of reasons. As pastors or lay-people, 
we are continuing to give care to others 
around the clock — whether it is tending to 
someone who is sick, or listening to some-
one’s problems, or trying to create a social 

justice movement, or in back-to-back-to-
back church meetings.  

So, my challenge to you during your 
Lenten journey, consider doing something 
kind for yourself, even if it’s small. That 
could mean cooking a healthy meal, read-
ing a good book for leisure (10 minutes a 
day), taking a class you’re interested in, 
going for a daily walk, developing a grati-
tude practice, or just sitting quietly for a 
few minutes. Self-care is about what works 
best for you. And if you don’t know what 
works best for you, it’s even more essen-
tial to take time out for yourself to discover 
that. How have you filled your cup today? 
Have you cared for yourself so you have 
the energy to care for others today? I con-
tinue to remember what my Grandmother 
would tell me as a teenager, “Everything 
is good in moderation.” Regardless of your 
situation, you deserve to be cared for, and 
you have the power to be your own care-
giver. There are tons of ways to practice 
self-care, and sometimes it only takes a 
few minutes of your day to make a big dif-
ference in your life.   

Pastor Karen Yokota serves at
Milton and Whitney Memorial
United Methodist Churches.
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By Joan holms
Photo by Jesse n. love

Insights

ave you ever taken on 
a task that seemed so 
monumental that you had 
no idea how you would 
accomplish it? At some 
time in our lives, we all 
find ourselves in that posi-

tion.  Whether we are a student with a heavy 
class load, an employee with an overflowing 
inbox, a parent balancing family and work 
obligations... we each have times and places 
in which we find ourselves overwhelmed by 
the sheer magnitude of the load on our shoul-
ders. How does one manage these times?

One of my goals when first elected to 
serve this Conference as lay leader was to 
somehow connect with as many of our local 
churches as possible, primarily through the 
local church lay leaders. I began by visiting 
churches in my area, often traveling outside 
my district, to worship in local churches and 
meet the lay leaders. But I soon realized 

this was not accomplishing much. I was not able to spend the time necessary to really 
get to know the individuals and churches I visited in the short time available. Yet I knew 
it was important to somehow connect with folks across the conference and support 
their ministry. Then I realized the answer had been in front of me all along. I didn’t have 
to do it all. I was not alone.

In November, Associate Conference Lay leader David Reinholz and I had the great 
pleasure of spending the day with our district lay leaders. Here is a group of leaders 
who possess a passion for the ministry of the laity and are eager to promote and sup-
port that work. It occurred to me that I do not need to connect with each local church 
lay leader because these district lay leaders are poised to do just that. Some of them 
were available to attend charge conferences so you may have met them there.  Some 
are planning training sessions at district events. Others are exploring innovative ways 
of connecting with the local church leaders in their district. Utilizing their variety of gifts 
and working closely with the District Superintendent, they are discovering new ways to 
support lay leaders in local churches.

I give thanks for these gifted individuals and the work they do in supporting the laity of 
this conference. Please hold them in your prayers as they hold you in theirs.

connie mcBride, Inland District lay leader
noriko lao, Puget Sound District co-lay leader
Joyce atkinson, Puget Sound District co-lay leader, Peninsula/Island
pat dodson, Puget Sound District co-lay leader, Snohomish County
lori flores, Puget Sound District co-lay leader, Skagit
rosalee mohney, Seattle District lay leader
karen fisher, Seven Rivers District lay leader
lanora callahan, Tacoma District lay leader
douglas a. evans, Vancouver District lay leader
kaitlin davies, Vancouver District, associate lay leader

We all have partners on the journey. Sometimes we simply need to broaden our focus 
to see they are all around us. 

Joan Holms serves as the Conference lay leader for the PNWUMC.

serving from The heart:
finding Your gifts &
talents for service

D1001

This book con-
tains prayerful and 
playful ways for 
families to celebrate 
Advent and prepare 
for Christmas.  Writ-
ten by John Inde-
mark and Sharon 
Harding, the book 
is designed for 
families with chil-
dren, families with 

older kids, couples without children and 
adult small groups.  The book is organized 
around daily readings from December 1 
-  December 26 with each day’s reading 
covering a theme or word that captures a 
glimpse of Advent spirit and starts with a 
successive letter of the alphabet (i.e.: Ad-
vent, Bethlehem, Creche, Dreams, Eliza-
beth…)

connect With your neighbors D1091
This DVD is all about 
reaching new dis-
ciples.  There are 
three presentations 
on the DVD: 

1.  Discovering the 
People God has 
Given Us--explores 
the resources avail-
able to learn about 

the demography of your surrounding com-
munity. Many of these resources  are free 
and available online.

2.  The Theology of Welcome

3.  Ways to understand your neighbors 
better.

For each subject there is a PowerPoint, a 
narrated presentation recorded by a Lewis 
Center staff member and an outline of key 
points which can be printed for distribu-
tion.  Additional resources on the CD-ROM 
include a needs-based community outreach 
plan, information on using social media to 
reach new people and information on how 
your website is your church’s welcome mat. 
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on’t let “near the 
end” scare you! 
The end may be 
one of the best 
times to live. 

Think of “nur-
turing elders” as 
a passive verb; it 
conjures up im-

ages of caring for an older adult who needs 
your support. Think of “nurturing elders” 
as an adjective; you can enjoy the wisdom 
and insight of an elder in their later years. 
Whether an elder needs nurturing or offers 
nurturing, it is a gift worth embracing.

Through my ministry, Elder Advocates, 
I am privileged to both offer nurturing to 
some elders and to be nurtured by some 
elders. This is certainly true when it comes 
to “end of life” issues. How are you when 
those topics come up?

If they are difficult for you or members of 
your family, perhaps this column might be 
of some value to you – and them. I’d like to 
suggest some recent resources you might 
consider in order to open up important, 
maybe life-changing conversations.

“Conversation” means so much more 
than we usually consider. Its original mean-
ing in the mid-14th-century was actually “to 
live together.” Only a century later did “talk-
ing” come into the, uh, conversation.

Two-plus years ago, this column talked 
about two “community conversations” we 
held in Sandpoint, Idaho on end-of-life is-
sues. We had over 60 people attend on each 
of those Saturday mornings. Folks were ea-
ger to find new ways to open up hard conver-
sations and dying and end of life.

They wanted to live together (converse) 
with family members in honest ways where 
family members could face their silent fears 
in a loving and open effort at communication. 
Many of those same people are still telling 
me how helpful those sessions were to en-
couraging them to nurture their families.

But the need for such courageous and 
healing conversations is still with us. And I 
suspect they are still with you – or at least 
someone you know and care about. So 
consider a few resources that might point 
you in helpful directions.

First, two DVDs whose titles clearly di-

By The rev. paul graves
[elderadvocates@nctv.com]

new Beginnings – 
the gifts of aging d4335

This DVD shows 
creative ministries in-
volving older adults; 
Mission opportuni-
ties, teaching, service 
abound in the stories 
told on this film.  “The 
church has the op-
portunity to reframe 
the experience of ag-
ing and help cultivate 
among older adults the qualities of spiritual 
maturity.” Richard Gentzler, retired director 
of Center on Aging and Older Adult Minis-
tries, GBOD.

 
When the game is over
it all goes Back in the Box D1085

Using chess as 
a metaphor, think of 
life as a game.  No 
matter how skillfully 
you play, the time 
comes when the 
game of life ends.  
All the pieces go 
back in the box 
— no more game 
cards, tokens, pro-
motions, financial 

planning, RVs or vacations homes.  
What did you win that you can keep? 

With humor and a gift for telling stories, 
John Ortberg shows what it takes to really 
win at the game of life.  This bible study will 
help you live with an eternal perspective, 
keeping your eyes on the truth that unlocks 
the Kingdom of God.

Includes six sessions lasting a total of 
120 minutes with the following titles:

1.  When The Game is Over, It all Goes 
Back in the Box
2.  Keeping Score Where It Really Counts
3.  Resign as Master of the Board
4.  Calling or Comfort? Choose Your 
Moves Wisely
5.  Playing the Game with Greatness and 
Grace
6.  The King Has One More Move 

vulge their purpose: “Consider the Conver-
sation.” The first documentary came out in 
2011 and has been eagerly seen by thou-
sands of thankful viewers. 

The story is told in interviews with ter-
minal persons, family members and doc-
tors. They illustrate the power of how 
forthright “living together” makes a major 
difference in how the quality of a person’s 
end of life can be improved. After I saw a 
public showing the film, I purchased my 
own copy. I recently spoke with staff from 
our local hospice that has seen both films. 
They were even more impressed with the 
second documentary than with the first.

As I write, I am waiting for my own copy 
to be delivered. If you are interested in 
looking further, simply Google “consider the 
conversation” on your computer.

The other resource I offer you is a new 
book that is finding a welcoming public. It 
is called “Being Mortal: Medicine and What 
Matters in the End”.  Dr. Atul Gawande is 
a surgeon who also knows how to deeply 
empathize with others, who thinks clearly, 
and who writes a compelling story. I didn’t 
want his book to end!

Dr. Gawande takes his own profession, 
medicine, to task for being too focused on 
curing people, and not enough on healing 
people, of giving too much information to 
patients/families at the expense of trans-
forming lives when death is coming closer.

His tone is loving throughout. But he 
offers a firm critique of modern medicine 
along with common sense approaches to 
offering compassionate hope to families. 
He including his own family as he chroni-
cles the story of his own father’s disease 
and decline.

Dr. Gawande seems to intuitively know 
when older adults need to be nurtured, 
and when they need to nurture others – 
even when those moments of nurturing 
happen almost at the same time. Maybe 
reading his book will remind you of your 
own needs to both nurture and be nur-
tured. He reminded me! 

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as
the chair for the Conference Council

on Older Adult Ministries.

NEAR THE END!



aPril 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

5 6 7
• Board of 

congregational 
development @ 
pnWumc

8 9
• four corners mission 

celebrations @ 
spokane valley umc

10
• four corners mission 

celebrations @ 
yakima: Wesley umc

• Board of Pensions – 
facT assessment @ 
pnWumc

11
• four corners mission 

celebrations @ 
salmon creek umc

12
• four corners mission 

celebrations @ Bothell 
united methodist 
church

13 14 15 16
• extended cabinet @ 

pnWumc
• Board of Discipleship 

@ pnWumc

17 18

19 20
• annual Conference 

design Team @ 
pnWumc

21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 1 2

• good 
friday (The 
Conference 
office is 
closed.)

• pnW cabinet @ pnWumc

• pnW campus 
ministry spring 
retreat @ lazy f

• ccoyam @ selah 
united methodist 
church

• engaging the 
mission field, 
Church for all 
people @ pnWumc

• ccoyam @ selah united methodist church

• engaging the mission field, Church for all 
people @ pnWumc

• pnW campus ministry spring retreat @ lazy f

note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed 
from the time of publication.  For an updated calendar, including 
local church events, visit www.pnwumc.org/calendar.

Image courtesy of Wikimedia: bit.ly/1vuOMH2

marCH 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

• healthy Boundaries 
201 @ vancouver 
heights umc

3

• Board of 
congregational 
development @ 
pnWumc

4 5 6 7
• seattle-Tacoma district 

Training @ kent umc
• Certified lay minister 

– Cycle a: intermediate 
preaching @ la 
grande umc (ore.)

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
• Board of Pensions @ 

pnWumc
• inland district Training 

– rocks & ripples @ 
spokane valley umc

15 16
• large church meeting 

@ pnWumc

17
• annual Conference 

design Team @ 
pnWumc

• annual Conference 
Worship planning 
Team @ pnWumc

18 19

• Board of Discipleship 
@ pnWumc

20 21
• The gathering @ 

Bellevue first umc

22 23
• Conference Board of 

global ministries @ 
pnWumc

• Tuell center @ 
pnWumc

24 25 26 27 28
• Board of Church and 

society @ pnWumc
• vancouver district lay 

servant preaching 
class @ salmon creek 
umc

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

• pnW cabinet @ pnWumc

• greater northwest Younger Clergy gathering @ alton l. collins retreat 
center

• companions on the Journey @ lazy f

• vancouver dist. youth retreat @ ocean park

• connectional Table @ pnWumc

• companions on the 
Journey @ lazy f

• vancouver dist. 
youth retreat @ 
ocean park

• sumyT youth 
retreat @ camp 
indianola

• pnW cabinet @ pnWumc

• sumyT youth retreat @ camp indianola

• cf&a @ pnWumc



ocal United Methodist churches of 
the Pacific Northwest Conference are 
invited to support the orphanages of 

Jamaa Letu in Lubumbashi, in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.  

Money collected in these jars will be com-
bined into one offering at the Annual Con-
ference, in June 2015.

 
churches
Print this out for your congregations (bit.
ly/jars-jamaa-letu), and ask them to collect 
money at home. Before Annual Conference, 
collect the personal jars and bring your 
check to Annual Conference! 

individuals
Print this out for your home (bit.ly/jars-
jamaa-letu), and bring your offering to your 
church before Annual Conference. Church 
bookkeepers will convert your offering to a 
check, to bring to Annual Conference. 

Download this label at bit.ly/jars-jamaa-letu.
Funds collected from Jar$ for Jamaa Letu 2015 will support the operating expenses,

such as food, clothing, school fees, utilities and salaries for the staff.

Jar$ for Jamaa Letu 2015!
By BarBara dadd shaffer

Barbara Dadd Shaffer serves as the chair of the Bishop’s Task Force, Hope for the Children of Africa.


