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Reflect, learn and engage
in mission locally and

around the world!
Bishop Hope Morgan Ward 

will provide the keynote 
address for all Four Corners 

Mission Celebrations.

WHERE & WHEN
EAST Spokane Valley UMC Thursday, April 9 at 5:00 p.m.
SOUTHEAST Yakima: Wesley Friday, April 10 at 5:00 p.m.
WEST Vancouver: Salmon Creek Saturday, April 11 at 4:30 p.m.
NORTH Bothell UMC Sunday, April 12 at 4:30 p.m.

Find out what is happening locally and globally in mission.
Global Ministries has 340 missionaries in 60 countries.

Health, disaster response, church planting, food security, clean water,
evangelization and missionaries all are under the umbrella of Global Ministries.

Youth hoping to be inspired by Generation Transformation, 
Youth and Education leaders, finance committee members, 
mission committees, United Methodist Women, all UMC 
clergy, and anyone wanting to engage more fully in UMC 
Mission are WELCOME! 

Tickets: bit.ly/tickets-fcmc
(or from agents in each area in each corner)
E-mail/Details: revkeithjoan@hotmail.com
Pre-booking encouraged for catering purposes

Joan Hackett serves as the Conference Secretary of Global Ministries.
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appy New Year!  Hun-
dreds of Washington 
State residents were 
more than happy to 
say goodbye to 2014 
and hopeful for a bet-
ter year in 2015.  Be-

ginning in March, natural disasters ham-
mered every region in Washington.  Major 
disasters hit the Puget Sound, Seven 
Rivers, and Inland Districts of the Pacific 
Northwest Conference.

In March, a huge mudslide near Oso 
killed more than 40 people, destroyed 46 
homes, and changed an entire community 
forever.  Oso is a very small community 
in between Arlington and Darrington.  In 
terms of human suffering, Darrington was 
by far the hardest hit.  All of the children 
killed by the mudslide, and all of the chil-
dren who lost relatives or friends in the 
mudslide, were connected to the Dar-
rington School District. 

In July and August, the largest wild-
fire in Washington State history ravaged 
Okanogan County in Central Washington, 
destroying more than 300 homes and burn-
ing through 250 square miles of forests, 
farms, orchards, and prairie.  The Pateros-
Brewster area and the Methow Valley were 
the hardest hit.  The Carlton Complex, as 
the fire was called, paid no attention to nat-
ural or man-made barriers, jumping from 
place to place and racing along at up to 
70 miles per hour in high winds.  On one 
hellish night, the fire burned right into the 
center of Pateros, destroying the United 
Methodist church parsonage, scorching 
the back of the United Methodist Church 
and jumping to the next block where more 
than 30 residences were destroyed.

On July 23rd, while the fires were still 
burning, hurricane-force winds struck the 
mobile home community of Riverside, just 
north of Spokane.  More than 40 homes 
were destroyed in this low-income commu-
nity by falling trees and winds exceeding 
100 miles per hour.

Earth, wind, and fire . . . but, floods?  The 
Carlton Complex fires scorched the earth, 
burning all the vegetation off hillsides and 
exposing the burned areas to the danger of 
flash floods.  When the rains finally showed 
up to help quench the fires, the waters 
rushed down the canyons near Brewster 
destroying or damaging 15 homes that had 
somehow escaped the flames.

United Methodists have responded with 
compassion, effectiveness, and endurance 
at every level.  Every disaster is local, and 
local United Methodist churches have taken 
out their wallets, rolled up their sleeves and 
gone to work.  

Darrington and Arlington United Meth-
odist Churches have been at the center of 
response, relief, and recovery efforts for 
the Oso Mudslide from day one, and they’ll 
be there until the mudslide survivors find a 
“new normal” in their lives.  

Likewise, Methow Valley and Pateros 
Community United Methodist Churches 
have been at the forefront of helping their 
communities recover from the wildfires 
and floods.  Green Bluff Community United 
Methodist Church is part of a strong inter-
faith response to the Riverside Community 
disaster, led by the New Hope Resource 
Center, an ecumenical service organization 
with long ties to the Riverside community.

Not all the heroes in this story are lo-
cated in the areas where the disasters hit.  
Hundreds of United Methodists across the 
Pacific Northwest Conference have given 
sacrificially to fund disaster relief and recov-
ery.  This outpouring of generosity has en-
abled the Conference Disaster Response 
Team to provide nearly $50,000 from the 
Conference Disaster Response Fund to 
meet the immediate and long-term needs of 
disaster survivors.

The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) has also stepped up in a 
big way, providing $20,000 in emergency 
grants, plus just-in-time training for disaster 
case managers and an additional $10,000 
recovery grant to help wildfire and flooding 
victims make it through the winter.

Our work is not done, sisters and broth-
ers, not even close . . . recovery for Riv-

erside is at least a year away, recovery for 
Oso and Darrington is at least two years out, 
recovery for Pateros-Brewster will probably 
take even longer.  United Methodists are 
known for their staying power, known for 
walking with disaster survivors to the very 
end, known for their endurance.

You can help in at least two ways!  You 
can continue to open your hearts and wal-
lets.  Give to the Conference Disaster 
Response Fund (Advance #352).  Your 
gifts will be used to support survivors and 
to fund recovery.  Currently, there is severe 
flooding in parts of the Vancouver District.  
This would be a great time to build up the 
Conference Disaster Response Fund for 
the next disaster!  

If you have a heart for disaster response, 
we can use you on the United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) teams that 
provide direct support to disaster survivors.  
Most important, you can continue to pray for 
disaster survivors and disaster responders.

“Earth, Wind, Fire, and Flood” is the 
theme of the 2015 Western Jurisdiction 
Disaster Response Academy in Denver, 
Colorado in March.  Stay tuned for more 
on the Academy.  Once you’ve looked into 
the eyes of a disaster survivor that you’ve 
helped, you’ll be hooked! 

The Revs. Gerri Harvill and Stan Norman 
serve as Co-Pastors of Sandpoint United 
Methodist Church (Idaho) and as Disaster 
Response Coordinators (UMCOR) for The 

Pacific Northwest Conference.

By THE REvS. GERRi HARvill & STAN NORmAN



G l o b a l  M i s s i o n  F e l l o w s :

National Women’s Week in Colombia: Women for PEACE campaign and rally to call 
for gender equality and peace. CEPALC (CENTRO Popular para America Latina de 
Comunicación) was a part of this campaign. 

By JOy EvA BOHOl

Translation:
“I am from women 
for peace and I 
despise machismo. 
Feminism doesn’t kill, 
machismo does.”
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n May 2013, I was 
blessed to see the real 
Colombia. I had taken 
a one-hour flight and a 
four-hour bus ride from 
the capital, viewing the 

prosperous city life in Bogotá to the quiet 
rural indigenous Zenú community in Cór-
doba.

 The roads going to the community are 
not yet developed, so the terrain was 
rough and muddy due to rain.  Locals 
use motorcycles or donkeys as the pre-
ferred modes of transportation.  While 
there, I felt that I was also back in the Philip-
pines since so many areas are very similar 
to this (although we use the carabaos and 
cows instead of donkeys).

I was so amused at the sight of children 
sitting atop of a donkey. I felt transported 
back to the Biblical time when people used 
donkeys as their mode of transportation. To 
be honest, it was the first time I’d seen a 
real donkey.

I noticed that there were water gallons 
on the donkey. I asked one of the host orga-
nizers about it.  “They use them to fetch wa-
ter for drinking, cooking, and all household 
needs. Until now, we don’t have water pipes 
available for the entire community, which is 
why they need to travel far to get water.”

Here, the water is stagnant. It accom-
modates the entire Zenú community and 
aside from being the source of basic water, 
it is also where people fish. Water is scarce 
in this area, which is very opposite from 
what we experience in the city (talk about 
Hunger Games!).

Political corruption is prevalent in Co-
lombia. In this indigenous community, poli-
ticians are quite obvious to identify: they 
have big houses with complete utilities. 

The main livelihood of the Zenús is farm-
ing. But some of them tend hectares of land 
they don’t own. Literacy is low in this com-
munity. Most of the children study only until 
elementary or high school and the rest of 
their lives is spent in farms and raising their 
own families, marrying very young.

WHAT iS yOUR DREAm?
CEPALC (CENTRO Popular para Ameri-

ca Latina de Comunicación) held a five-day 
workshop series on Prevention of Adoles-
cent Pregnancy among the Zenús in pri-
mary and high schools as well as partner 
women organizations.

I was tasked to talk about spiritual health. 
I asked the kids and the youth about their 
dreams in life. Most of them said they want 
to graduate from high school and get mar-
ried. I asked them again about their dreams, 
but I got the same response. “Graduate 

from high school…get married…”
Poverty has limited their desire to do 

more – or so they think. They think that 
money is equivalent to success. Although 
that’s how the world runs, that is not the 
only road to a better life. There is so much 
potential in these young people they haven’t 
even discovered yet.

IdentIfyIng wIth god’s people
I still haven’t really figured out why in this 

area they lack the encouragement to be 
more than what they are now. Perhaps it is 
the system that disheartens them to move 
forward.  If this mentality continues, I can’t 
imagine achieving a better future if we have 
a generation raised without hope. These 
young people may be poor financially, but 
they are very rich in so many other aspects 
– and it has to start from within them!

During a workshop, I shared my own 
similar life experiences among the children, 
youth and women in Córdoba, about being 

the first Asian volunteer from a develop-
ing country.  “We can still dream big,” one 
woman said.  

Jesus has given each of His children the 
power of the Holy Spirit to testify of His king-
dom.  The good news: we are given power 
to live now in ways that are consistent with 
the values of God’s kingdom. We are called 
to prepare the way for God’s reign of gra-
cious love, social justice, human reconcili-
ation and peace in our world. (The Upper 
Room Ministries, June 8, 2014)

My trip to Córdoba has reminded me 
that sharing a part of my life story could be 
an instrument of peace, justice, and love 
— through IDENTIFYING WITH GOD’S 
PEOPLE. 

Joy Eva Bohol serves as a
Global Mission Fellow serving

with CEPALC in Colombia.

A group of children offer a presentation on photo interpretation 
with the theme: Prevention of Adolescent Pregnancy.

Joy Eva Bohol teaches body movements to prepare 
participants for a self-defense session during the Prevention 
of Adolescent Pregnancy workshop in Flores de Muchas.  

Ideas & Inspiration
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By the Rev. Jenny phIllIps
Illustration by GREGORy JOHNSON

young woman recently explained to me why she 
decided not to attend a climate rally despite caring 
deeply about the environment and knowing that 
her friends would be there. Her rationale was sim-
ple: she didn’t think it would make a difference in 
stopping climate change.

This logic embodies a lack of hope that might be considered 
reasonable. When you really come to understand the magnitude of 
the climate crisis, it is hard to feel hopeful that the political and eco-
nomic forces that drive our current patterns of fossil fuel consump-
tion can be transformed at the speed and to the degree necessary 
to stop the worst effects of climate change. It’s harder still to feel 
like there is much one can do as an individual that will have any 
meaningful impact on the problem. When it’s hard to find bite-sized 
solutions to intractable problems, despair quickly breeds compla-
cency. If you’re not sure whether or not your efforts will make a 
difference, the reasoning goes, why bother trying?

This woman went on to share about her work in wetland restora-
tion. She is passionate about the land and how it interacts with the 
sea and the air. Like many people, she feels God’s presence most 

vibrantly in the natural world.
Not long after the rally, she was working 

Advocacy 101 (pdf downloAd)
Some tips from Jessica Zimmerle,
Earth Ministry Outreach Coordinator

in an area where she had expected to see salmon, because at that 
time of year, the salmon were always there. But that season, they 
didn’t show up. Her colleagues speculated that perhaps the fish 
had not returned to spawn because the water hadn’t cooled down 
enough--a common problem as local and global temperatures con-
tinue to rise above what were once considered normal levels. 

This realization caused this young person to feel deep grief and 
deep sadness. But the despair helped her connect with another, 
more powerful motivator than hope. It helped her tap into love. The 
experience helped her realize that she loved these fish and their 
habitat, and that alone is reason to stand up for them. Love had 
the power to put the rumblings of prophecy into her feet when hope 
couldn’t get her off the couch. Love is what helped her recognize 
the need to stand up and take action.

Paul writes to the Corinthians that of faith, hope and love, the 
greatest is love. It is deep love for God’s people and God’s creation 
that is going to give us not just the will to show up for a march, but 
also the endurance to walk the long road ahead.  

The Rev. Jenny Phillips serves as the minister for
Environmental Stewardship and Advocacy for the PNWUMC.

Science article-inspired haiku (bit.ly/climate-change-salmon) 
and watercolor from a series (bit.ly/tumblr-climate-science) 
by Seattle oceanographer Gregory Johnson.

Earth	  Ministry	  

December	  19,	  2014	  

The	  first	  time	  I	  stepped	  into	  the	  
Washington	  State	  Cap

itol,	  I	  was	  an	  overwh
elmed	  and	  intimidated	  22-‐year-‐

old	  that	  had	  never	  b
een	  involved	  in	  the	  p

olitical	  process.	  

	  
With	  support	  from	  Earth	  Ministry,	  I	  realized	  tha

t	  I	  could	  speak	  up	  fo
r	  what	  I	  believe	  to	  b

e	  right—

environmental	  justice.	  Before
	  long,	  I	  was	  marching	  into	  offices,	  

discussing	  values	  wit
h	  legislators,	  and	  

delivering	  hand-‐made	  valentines	  on	  th
e	  Senate	  floor.	  

	  
A	  year	  later,	  I’d	  like	  t

o	  share	  tips	  on	  how	  
an	  average	  person	  o

f	  faith	  can	  become	  a	  champion	  for	  justice:	  

1. First,	  activate	  your	  h
eart.	  Identify	  an	  issu

e	  that	  really	  matters	  to	  you.	  This	  m
ight	  be	  getting	  toxics

	  out	  

of	  children’s	  produc
ts,	  or	  stopping	  dange

rous	  coal	  and	  oil	  trai
ns	  from	  coming	  through	  our	  

neighborhoods.	  	  

• Reflect	  on	  how	  your
	  faith	  calls	  you	  to	  act

ion.	  It	  is	  to	  create	  a	  s
afer	  world	  for	  your	  c

hildren,	  

build	  a	  more	  just	  society,	  or	  h
old	  corporations	  acc

ountable?	  Commit	  to	  your	  quest	  by	  

recognizing	  your	  per
sonal	  motivation.	  

2. Seek	  out	  more	  information	  about	  the	  issu
e.	  You	  don’t	  have	  to

	  be	  an	  expert	  on	  the
	  topic,	  just	  know	  

what	  to	  ask	  for	  and	  
why,	  and	  relate	  it	  ba

ck	  to	  your	  values.	  	  	  

• Oftentimes	  we	  find	  comfort	  in	  knowing	  facts
.	  But	  really,	  your	  sto

ry	  and	  why	  you	  care
	  is	  what	  

legislators	  find	  most	  important.	  My	  fear	  of	  living	  and	  w
orking	  in	  an	  oil	  train

	  blast	  zone	  

certainly	  caught	  the
ir	  attention.	  

3. Find	  an	  organization
	  to	  help	  you.	  Join	  Ea

rth	  Ministry	  or	  other	  advo
cacy	  groups	  for	  supp

ort	  and	  

opportunities	  for	  inv
olvement.	  

4. Take	  action!	  There	  a
re	  plenty	  of	  ways	  yo

u	  can	  make	  a	  difference.	  	  	  

• Call	  the	  legislative	  h
otline	  at	  1-‐800-‐562-‐

6000	  to	  leave	  a	  message	  with	  your	  Sen
ator	  or	  

Representatives	  lett
ing	  them	  know	  how	  they	  can

	  champion	  your	  issue.	  	  

• Throughout	  the	  Legi
slative	  Session,	  Earth

	  Ministry	  organizes	  Lite
rature	  Drops	  at	  the	  

capital.	  

Before	  beginning,	  ou
r	  team	  gives	  an	  overview	  o

f	  the	  bill	  and	  key	  poi
nts.	  You	  will	  then	  joi

n	  

with	  experienced	  ad
vocates	  to	  visit	  each

	  office,	  distributing	  m
aterials	  and	  sharing	  

your	  story	  

with	  legislators	  or	  ai
des.	  Sign	  up	  for	  Eart

h	  Ministry	  email	  alerts	  at	  www.ea
rthministry.org	  to	  

know	  when	  these	  lit
	  drops	  are	  happenin

g	  throughout	  the	  leg
islative	  session.	  

• Faith	  leaders	  from	  diverse	  traditions	  w
ill	  gather	  at	  Interfait

h	  Advocacy	  Day	  on	  F
ebruary	  19.	  

Attend	  workshops	  o
n	  justice	  issues,	  and	  

then	  join	  a	  group	  meeting	  with	  elected	  o
fficials.	  	  

• Earth	  Ministry	  teaches	  class
es	  in	  “Faith	  and	  Envi

romental	  101”	  and	  conn
ects	  faith	  with	  

advocacy.	  To	  schedu
le	  a	  class	  for	  your	  ch

urch,	  call	  the	  Earth	  M
inistry	  office	  at	  (206

)	  632-‐

2426.	  

• Speak	  from	  the	  heart	  at	  a	  legisl
ative	  committee	  hearing.	  Earth	  

Ministry	  can	  help	  you	  
write	  

your	  two-‐minute	  testimony.	  If	  you	  aren’t	  co
mfortable	  telling	  your	  

story,	  you	  can	  sit	  in	  
the	  

audience	  to	  show	  yo
ur	  support.	  

• Can’t	  make	  it	  down	  to	  Olym
pia?	  Earth	  Ministry	  will	  set	  up	  an

	  in-‐district	  meeting	  with	  your	  

legislator,	  connectin
g	  you	  with	  other	  con

cerned	  community	  members	  for	  a	  conversat
ion	  at	  a	  

local	  office.	  

5. Finally,	  hope	  and	  pe
rsistence	  are	  essent

ial.	  Don’t	  underestim
ate	  the	  deep	  spiritua

l	  strength	  of	  the	  

values	  calling	  you	  to
	  action.	  After	  all,	  you

	  are	  the	  hero	  in	  this	  
story!	  Through	  advo

cacy,	  you	  can	  put	  

your	  faith	  into	  action
	  to	  protect	  our	  one	  a

nd	  only	  planet.	  

	  
In	  peace,	  

	  
Jessica	  Zimmerle	  

Earth	  Ministry	  Outreach	  Coo
rdinator	  

Has your church engaged in conversation 
about FOSSil FUEl DivESTmENT yet?

Ideas & Inspiration
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By iAN mcKNiGHT

his time of year is so full 
of Christian spirit.  Febru-
ary falls between Christ-
mas and Easter, in fact, 
there are 101 days (this 
year) between the two 
holidays.  What day do 
you think falls on day 51? 

That’s right, Valentine’s Day.  And what bet-
ter way to demonstrate what it truly means 
to be Christian: LOVE.  Christ is love, and 
he taught us this throughout his life.

“Hearing that Jesus had silenced the 
Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.  
One of them, an expert in the law, tested 
him with this question: “Teacher, which is 
the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind.’ This is the first and 
greatest commandment.  And the second is 
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’””

Matthew 22: 34-39
Throughout time, love remains constant.  

And although our opinions and our minds 
may differ, WE ALL LOVE.  In John Wes-
ley’s sermon on “Catholic Spirit” he said:

“But although a difference in opinions 
or modes of worship may prevent an en-
tire external union, yet need it prevent our 
union in affection? Though we cannot think 
alike, may we not love alike? May we not 
be of one heart, though we are not of one 
opinion? Without all doubt, we may.  Herein 
all the children of God may unite, notwith-
standing these smaller differences.  These 
remaining as they are, they may forward 
one another in love and in good works.”

As many individual Christians there is 
very little we can do on our own, but when 
we allow the love of Christ to flow out 
through us, we may become one body in 
Christ, able to accomplish things beyond 
the reaches of our current perspective.  If 
our mission is to make disciples for Christ, 
and if Christ is love, then it follows that our 
mission is to make disciples for love.  And 
when we begin to love more, love fully, and 
love ALL, others will see and take note.  
Then, and only then, will we be able to fulfill 
the mission of the church.

“And they’ll know we are Christians by 
our love, by our love,

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by 
our love.” (The Faith We Sing #2223)

Here are some resources for this month 
of Love:

On Christ’s LOVE for Us
24 Hours That Changed the World D4150

This DVD journey based on Adam Hamilton’s book 
of the same title is an inspiring walk through the last 
day of Jesus’ life.  Come travel to the Holy Land with 
Adam to visit the sites where Jesus’ final hours took 
place.  Experience the Last Supper, the Garden of 
Gethsemane, the condemnation, trial and crucifixion 
of Jesus as well as the victory of his resurrection.  
The accompanying study guide contains material for 
small-group discussion.  Hamilton has also written 
a book of reflections suitable for a personal 40 day 
Lenten study.  As senior pastor of the United Meth-
odist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kan-
sas, Hamilton serves one of the fastest-growing 
churches in the country.  He has written numerous 
books and produced many DVD studies which are 
part of our RMC collection.

 

View more resources on the next page!
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How people grow d3650
This set of five DVDs focus on Christian doctrine and themes 

that show why all growth is spiritual and how you can grow in ways 
you never thought possible.  Find out what it takes to experience 
increasing strength and depth in your spiritual walk, marriage and 
family life, friendships and personal development.

love: All that and more D3697
This three-part series uses pop-culture imagery, documentary 

interviews and dramatic vignettes to help participants recognize 
gender stereotypes and their influence on dating relationships.  In 
each videotape, young people of diverse identity (race, religion and 
sexual orientation) discuss real-life dating experiences and show how 
old gender stereotypes are giving way to expectations for equality and 
mutual respect.  The study guide contains the religious content neces-
sary for use in Christian youth groups.

Renewal D2021
There is an awakening occurring in faith communities that is chang-

ing how people relate to their environment.  Whether it’s running a Jew-
ish environmental education camp that teaches children to be mindful of 
consumption and waste from a biblical perspective, or Christians stand-
ing up to the powerful special interests responsible for destruction of the 
Appalachian mountains and contamination of impoverished towns, or 
Buddhist communities leading efforts to save trees, or Muslims forging 
bonds between urban communities and sustainable farms to engage in 
feeding the poor, the stories here inspire and inform as they encourage 
us to face the most significant problems of our planet.  This collection of 
nine short stories shows how people of various faiths are uniting their 
beliefs and action to care for Creation.  View this DVD and use it as a 
springboard to generate ideas about how your church can be part of 
the emerging faith-based environmental movement.

On Creation Love:

you matter more Than you Think D4635
In this bible study for women, Leslie Parrott shows how each piece of your life, no 

matter how haphazard, represents a part of what you do and who you are.  While on 
the surface none of these pieces may seem to make a terribly dramatic impact, they 
are your life and when they are collected into a loving human heart, they become a 
treasure.  If you have ever thought you don’t matter or the things you do don’t matter 
then this study is for you. 

On Love and Relationships:

On Loving Yourself:

Resources
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very time I turn on the news, I 
hear a story about a natural di-
saster happening in some far off 
location - except now, those far off 
locations don’t seem so far off.  

I never thought I would experience first-
hand a major natural disaster, let alone be 
halfway around the world while doing so.  
But, this past summer while I was in the 
Philippines for the Global Young People’s 
Convocation and Legislative Assembly, 
I experienced the category 4 Typhoon 
Glenda/Rammasun.  

I remember quite vividly visiting the ur-
ban poor community.  Cement buildings 
and little shanty houses lined the edges 
of a murky, green river where waste was 
regularly dumped.  They had no running 
water or safe bathrooms.  The one thing 
that will always be in the back of my mind 
is seeing children who were extremely 
happy and laughing joyfully.  With what 
little belongings they had, the children 
were perfectly happy.  I realized that it’s 
not about how many earthly possessions 
we have, but how we live our life.  Are we 
willing to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world or will 

By AARon pAzAn

we just go towards low-hanging fruit? 
When we were at the National Coun-

cil of Churches in the Philippines, the Rev. 
Andrew Tiver gave a memorable sermon 
on climate change.  He talked about natu-
ral disasters and how they are not God’s 
will – but are caused by global warming.  
God has never wanted natural disasters to 
happen on this earth.  But because of how 
we treat the Kindom with earthly and man-
made things, we as people are responsible 
for global warming and the disasters that 
follow.  The natural disaster itself is not an 
act of God.  Yet, it definitely is an act of God 
when we provide disaster response.

What does this mean for us, the next 
time a natural disaster hits? What does it 
mean for us today?  Tiver’s sermon on cli-
mate change gave me some ideas on our 
relationship with God.

Tiver’s thoughts on God’s creation: 
“When we take the ground (God’s creation) 
and grind it into the dirt or when we do that 
to people – we do that to the image of God.” 

How we treat the image of God is very 
important.  We want to be able to reflect our-
selves in the image of God.  

Tiver’s thoughts on meeting needs: “The 

daily bread of our neighbors – the need – is 
our relationship to God.  When we fail to 
respond to the needs of our neighbors, we 
are making the same response to God.” 

When a natural disaster happens, we 
must put aside our own personal worldly 
needs and meet the need of the neigh-
bors around us.  How would one do that 
one might ask? Instead of just giving the 
survivors of the natural disaster unwanted 
help, ask them what they need from you.  
Their answers of what they truly need 
might surprise you. 

Pazan is a student at
Central Washington University

and is a member of Ellensburg First UMC.

The Rev. Andrew Tiver speaks
on the image of God through

people and creation.

In July 2014, Aaron 
Pazan photographed 
these children playing 
while visiting the city 
of Parañaque in the 
Philippines.
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he start of a New Year 
always holds the possi-
bility of a different future 
for the entire world, and 
I pray for some large-
scale changes.  I pray 
for a peaceful solution 
in the Middle East, for 
a global commitment to 

protect the earth, and for a better balance 
between the rich and poor.

I am also praying that every human 
life be valued and cherished as much as 
any other.  This relates especially to what 
seems to many of us as an imbalance of 
the lives of some based solely on race.  
In this regard, African-American males 
are statistically more likely to die by vio-
lence and to be imprisoned at a higher 
percentage than anyone else in U.S. so-
ciety.  It has led many to conclude that 
an African-American life is not valued as 
highly as other American lives.

The national statistics bear this out: Af-
rican-Americans are four times more likely 
to be murdered than the national average.  
What’s more, four out of five black homicide 
victims are killed with guns.

Based on 1998 murder rates, the average 
15-year-old male faced a 1 in 185 probability 
of being murdered before reaching age 45, 
but 1 in 12 young African-American males in 
the District of Columbia could expect to be 
murdered before age 45, and 1 in every 53 
young black males in Brooklyn, N.Y., could 
expect to be murdered by that age.

In terms of prison, African-American 
males comprise 1 million out of the total 
2.3 million incarcerated.  In fact, if current 
trends continue, one in three black males 
born today can expect to spend time in pris-
on during his lifetime.  A CBS Newsroom 
reported last January that a shocking 49% 
of African-American males have been ar-
rested before their 23rd birthday.

But it is also the individual lives that we 
have witnessed last year who have real 
names and faces that should continue to 
haunt us.  Black Americans killed by police 
in 2014 include: Eric Garner in New York 
who repeated to the police 11 times: “I can’t 
breathe”; Michael Brown who was killed by 
an officer in Ferguson, Mo.; John Crawford 
who was shot in a Wal-Mart in Ohio; and 
Tamir Rice, the 12-year-old shot on a play-
ground in Cleveland.  Each had families 
who loved them, friends who enjoyed their 
company, and a future that should not have 
been cut short because of violence.

In my own pastoral ministry, I have 

Visit greaternw.org for a link to this article as well as information on
The Greater Northwest Episcopal Area (Alaska, Pacific Northwest, Oregon-Idaho)

counseled a number of police officers, 
and the life and death pressures that they 
face on a daily basis should not be dis-
counted.  It is important to realize that 
their job is to first protect a civil society, 
and the majority of officers carry out this 
duty with integrity.  We should not point 
fingers indiscriminately at any one group, 
and say it is their entire fault.  The fingers 
should be pointed inward, as we must 
realize that we employ the police on our 
behalf, and contribute to our society’s vio-
lence by expecting them to protect us.

It seems to me that if any fingers need 
to be pointed they should be directed to 
a system that statistically values the lives 
of some people less than others.  African-
American males should not die more often 
than anyone else in a whole and healthy 
society.  Something is terribly wrong with a 
society where some lives are valued more 
highly than others.  The roots of this injus-
tice run deep: poverty, lack of education, 
racism, and violence, just to name a few.  
But ultimately, we have to look inward at our 
own contributions to an unhealthy system.  
We allow for such injustices due to our apa-

thy, lack of compassion, and inactivity.
Unfortunately, I lack any comprehen-

sive answers or solutions like the rest of 
our society.  However, that should not 
keep me from caring about this problem, 
or looking to contribute something positive 
in response.  

As I start this New Year, I plan to spend 
more time in prayer for guidance and ac-
tion.  I don’t know where this will take 
me, but I believe all of us must do more 
in direct response.  I believe God values 
each life on this earth as importantly as 
any other, and God laments when we al-
low something other than the sanctity of 
all life to be our norm.

Will you join me in prayer and then some 
action to make our world better in this New 
Year, 2015? 

Be the Hope,

Bishop Grant

Something is terribly wrong 
with a society where some 
lives are valued more 
highly than others.  The 
roots of this injustice run 
deep: poverty, lack of 
education, racism, and 
violence, just to name a 
few.  But ultimately, we 
have to look inward at our 
own contributions to an 
unhealthy system.  
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FEBRUARy 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

• Conference Council on 
Older Adult ministries 
@ pnwUMC

• Board of 
Congregational 
Development @ 
pnwUMC

4 5 6
• Board of Higher 

Education and 
Campus ministry @ 
pnwUMC

• pnw Camp 
Ambassador Training 
@ Aldersgate UmC

7
• puget Sound District 

Training: Roots & 
Wings @ Anacortes 
UmC

• Board of Higher 
Education and 
Campus ministry @ 
pnwUMC

8 9
• Annual Conference 

Design Team @ 
pnwUMC

10 11 12
• Healthy Boundaries 

201 @ manito UmC

13 14

15 16 17 18 19
• Board of Discipleship 

@ pnwUMC

20 21
• Signs of life, Training 

Day Sponsored by 
the Columbia and 
vancouver Districts @ 
portland first UMC

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
• pnw Camp 

Ambassador Training 
@ Audobon park UMC

• Family Winter Camp @ lazy F

• Family Winter 
Camp @ lazy F

• Women in ministry Retreat @ Rainbow lodge

• Western Jurisdiction Clergywomen’s event @ Salt lake City, UT

• president’s day 
(The Confer-
ence office is 
closed.)
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Note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed from the time of publication.
For an updated calendar, including local church events, visit www.pnwumc.org/calendar.
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CONTRiBUTORS Joan Hackett, the Revs. Gerri Harvill and Stan Norman, the Mountain Sky Episcopal Area, Joy Eva Bohol, 
the Rev. Jenny Phillips, Ian McKnight, and Aaron Pazan speCIAl thAnks UMC.org, and Bishop Woodie W. White
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mARCH 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

• Healthy Boundaries 
201 @ vancouver 
Heights UmC

3

• Board of 
Congregational 
Development @ 
pnwUMC

4 5 6 7
• Seattle-Tacoma District 

Training @ TBD

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
• Board of pensions @ 

pnwUMC
• inland District Training 

– Rocks & Ripples @ 
Spokane valley UmC

15 16
• large Church meeting 

@ pnwUMC

17
• Annual Conference 

Design Team @ 
pnwUMC

18 19

• Board of Discipleship 
@ pnwUMC

20

• CF&A @ pnwUMC

21
• The Gathering @ 

Bellevue First UmC

22 23
• Conference Board of 

Global ministries @ 
pnwUMC

24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

• pnw Cabinet @ pnwUMC

• Greater Northwest younger Clergy Gathering @ Alton l. Collins Retreat 
Center

• Companions on the Journey @ lazy F

• vancouver Dist. youth Retreat @ ocean park

• Connectional table @ pnwUMC

• Companions On the 
Journey @ lazy F

• vancouver Dist. 
youth Retreat @ 
ocean park

• SUmyT youth 
Retreat @ Camp 
indianola

• pnw Cabinet @ pnwUMC

• SUmyT youth Retreat @ Camp indianola



The United methodist Building
100 Maryland Ave NE, Washington, D.C. 20002

Supported by: Church and Society + United Methodist Women
E-mail: Joan Hackett: revkeithjoan@hotmail.com | Ann Eachus: ann@eachus.org

$50 for the seminar 
$201-$251 for three nights 
lodging at Residence Inn

by Marriott (shared)
Your Own Travel
& Food Expenses

Seminars are educational, interactive, 
faith-forming, thought provoking and fun as 

well as tailor made for each group.
The seminar will answer questions, 

challenge assumptions and open the group 
to reflection on Climate Justice.

(Climate Justice is the 2016 Social issue 
study for Mission u in Ellensburg, Wash.)

Arrival:
Tuesday (May 12)

9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
Wednesday-Friday

There will be time 
designated for evening 

sightseeing and 
recreation.  This group is 
limited to 20 people. 


