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After the shooting of Michael Brown and the choking 
death of Eric Garner, both by police officers free from 
indictment, protests all over the nation are expressing 

the ongoing distrust of law enforcement
in the passionate search for justice.
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Continue this story at bit.ly/justice-postponed

Continue this story at bit.ly/race-hopeUsed with permission

A Response from Ferguson:
Justice. Postponed.

he sad fact here is that I do not believe anyone is sur-
prised that the nearly prophetic words of the people of 
Ferguson have come true: “The grand jury will not indict 
a police officer.” It seems as if the people who struggle 
to make a life in Ferguson knew something about their 

city that those of us on the outside did not know. They knew politics 
and good ole boy systems would prevail. They knew justice lurks 
around the corner in their town, but they can’t ever seem to make 
that turn to experience it.

By ThE REv. CEdRiCk d. BRidGEfoRTh

The Rev. Cedrick D. 
Bridgeforth pictured speaking 

at Riviera UMC
(Redondo Beach, Calif.)

By Bishop Julius Calvin TRiMBlE

On Race and Hope –
A Community Valuing
All People

hen it comes to the subject of race, racism, and 
American tribalism, I am a harbinger of hope, a 

trafficker of love. However I do believe we suffer 
more as a society when we live in a state of denial 

or choose to ignore historical truths.
Slavery existed in our country from 1619 through 1865, when 

the 13th Amendment was passed. Our nation’s original sin was not 
the economic and human exploitation of African slaves but rather 
the near extermination and successful subjugation of indigenous 
natives. By the time of the Declaration of Independence and the 
birth of a new nation in 1776, 20 percent of the population was 
African slaves. From 1865 to 1967 legal discrimination, based on 
race, was very much a part of the social political and economic 
fabric of America. At the time of the “Loving vs. Virginia” Supreme 
Court decision in 1967, sixteen states had laws prohibiting inter-
racial marriage.  Mildred Jeter Loving and Richard Loving, both of 
Virginia, returned to their home state after they were married and 
were sentenced to one year in jail because Mildred was black and 
Richard was white and interracial marriage was against the law in 
Virginia.

Bishop Julius Calvin 
Trimble of the Iowa 

Conference reflects on 
current events involving 

the community of 
Ferguson (and the 

nation), racism, and his 
personal experiences 

with police growing up.

As the nation currently reacting to recent news involving the grand jury’s decision to not indict
Darren Wilson for the shooting death of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo. and for the grand jury’s 

decision to not to indict Daniel Pantaleo in the choking death of Eric Garner in New York,
we continue to pray for justice and peace for communities affected by these events. 
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ik Jamieson is the new assistant treasurer and comptroller for the Pacific 
Northwest Conference. 

He graduated from State University of New York at Buffalo with a BS in 
accounting. After several years working as a CPA with an international ac-
counting firm on both the West and East coasts, Jamieson made a career 
change into banking. With Bank of America - Seattle, Rik managed a large 

portfolio of businesses held in trust, actively managing operations in several cases. 
Throughout his career, he has also taught attorneys and CPAs on business subjects 

throughout the nation for CPE. After working with Bank of America, he honed his leader-
ship experience as CFO and CAO at a large family owned company headquartered in the 
Pacific NW until late 2012. 

When not working or teaching, he enjoys performing as a musician and actor as much 
as time allows.  Rik continues to fill the role of finance officer at his home church as part 
of their leadership team.  He has also served as a church treasurer as well as a church 
financial secretary.

You can contact Rik via e-mail at rjamieson@pnwumc.org. 

hat are some ways to see the season of Advent with fresh eyes and renewed energy? Watch and download this 
video which explains the symbols and meanings associated with Advent.  MaryJane Pierce Norton shares ideas about 

how we can center ourselves around the peace, love, and joy that emerges throughout this season. The inspiring 
piece includes a beautiful collection of images taken by photographers from various United Methodist conferences and 

agencies. Perfect for social sharing online, individual reflection or to use in a group setting. 

Advent Reflection: Waiting on the Light
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hank you very much for 
sharing your time with me 
today. I’m a pastor in Seat-
tle, and I’m here on behalf of 
Fossil Free UMC, a group of 
United Methodists who are 
developing legislation to add 

coal, petroleum and natural gas added to 
our denomination’s investment screens.

I want you to know - that we know - this 
may be a fool’s errand. We know that Gener-
al Conference doesn’t have the authority to 
dictate the investment policies of the Board 
of Pensions. General Conference is not 
a fiduciary. It can’t be sued. So the stakes 
are different for that body than they are for 
you. When General Conference hands you 
a screening recommendation, the first thing 

By ThE REv. JEnny phillips
The following is an excerpt of remarks made by the Rev. Jenny Phillips at

the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits meeting on November 13, 2014.

Delegates from the Global Young People’s 
Convocation and Legislative Assembly in 
the Philippines distribute supplies to other 
survivors of Typhoon Glenda.

you have to consider is the board’s fiduciary 
duty. You’ve got to consider how this screen 
is going to impact returns because you’re 
tasked with keeping our pensions solvent. 
You have to protect the agency against legal 
exposure that could ultimately put those as-
sets at risk. And you have to discern how the 
ethical component of your fiduciary duty in-
forms any given screening recommendation.

Now in the meantime, your staff is 
engaging in shareholder advocacy with 
a handful of the fossil fuel companies in 
which the board is invested. There is broad 
appeal for this work.

Here’s the problem. Staying at the 
table with these companies isn’t going to 
move us toward the immediate solutions 
we desperately need to solve the climate 

crisis. These companies share prices are 
based on their fossil fuel reserves in the 
ground. But the consensus of the scien-
tific community is that we can only burn a 
fraction of those reserves and still sustain 
a livable planet.

The task at hand isn’t like asking Nike to 
stop making shoes in sweatshops. It’s like 
asking Nike to stop making shoes.

This industry’s profits, and our prof-
its, depend on the continued production 
of fossil fuels, and that’s a fact we can’t 
change by staying at the table. As a de-
nomination, we can’t continue to say we’re 
against climate change while saying we’re 
for fossil fuel profits.

Continue to the next page

the ministry fund Drive
he PNW Ministry Fund 
Drive is underway! Many 
churches and individuals 
have already made pledges 
and contributions in support 
of our goal to raise over $3 
million!

Proceeds from the Ministry Fund Drive 
are dedicated as follows: 

• 65% to the Tuell Center
• 25% to New Faith Community 

Development and Redevelopment of 
Existing Faith Communities

• 10% as a missional tithe in support 
of our denominational campaign, 
“Imagine No Malaria” (and this 
will help us reach our $500,000 
Conference goal to Imagine No 
Malaria!).

To be clear, the Imagine No Malaria 
campaign, which has been underway for 
several years now, is distinctly SEPARATE 
from the Ministry Fund Campaign. The tithe 
to the Imagine No Malaria campaign from 
the Ministry Fund Campaign is another way 
we have decided to support what many 
consider to be one of the best missional 
efforts of The United Methodist Church in 
decades!

The Rev. John Brewer is now leading 
the fund raising efforts and hopes to inspire 
all churches to participate in some way to 
this campaign. Some congregations have 
pledged as much as $50,000 over the next 
three years to the goal. Even small congre-
gations are involved, like Green Bluff UMC 
in Colbert, Wash. where some fun and ef-
fective fundraisers have taken place.

Campaign goals are described as fol-
lows:

• Leadership Goal – $1M
• Celebration Goal – $2M
• Challenge Goal – $3M
• Stretch Goal – $3.5M

Currently, we have surpassed our “Lead-
ership Goal” and are on the way to our “Cel-
ebration Goal!”

As congregations make selections for 
their Christmas offerings this year, the 
Ministry Fund Drive and the Imagine No 
Malaria campaigns are certainly worthy of 
your consideration.  Every congregation 
needs to offer some response to these tre-
mendous efforts.  What about your church?  
What about you?

Go to our website and see what every-
one is talking about: pnwumc.org/mfd

The Rev. John Brewer and Conference Lay Leader Joan Holms 
discuss fund-raising efforts for Imagine No Malaria,

a vital component in the Ministry Fund Drive Campaign.

imagine no Malaria
Malaria claims a life every 60 seconds. 

It’s a disease of poverty, which means that 
society’s most vulnerable members – such 
as mothers and small children – are affect-
ed most.  This tragic situation led the people 
of The United Methodist Church to the deci-
sion that we must end preventable deaths 
from malaria. Thus began the denomina-
tion’s program: Imagine No Malaria.

Imagine No Malaria is a holistic health 
program that combats malaria through 
prevention, treatment, infrastructure, com-
munication, and education in Sub-Saharan 
Africa.

Our denomination set an unprecedented 
fundraising goal for this project– $75 mil-
lion.  The Pacific Northwest Conference 
has pledged $500,000 to this worthy cause.  
With partners like The Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation and the United Nations 
we look forward to a day when no child has 
to live in fear of a mosquito bite.

The Ministry Fund Drive of the Pacific 

Northwest Conference has pledged a 10% 
tithe of all monies it receives to help us 
reach our goal.  Thanks to the generous 
gifts received thus far, we have significant-
ly cut the number of deaths from malaria 
since this campaign began in 2010.   But 
we are not there yet.

As chair of the Pacific Northwest Imagine 
No Malaria Task Group, Joan Holms wel-
comes opportunities to share the message 
of hope that this campaign offers.

She is working with members of the Task 
Group and with INM Field Coordinator, Ju-
lia Frisbie to raise awareness of the needs 
of our sisters and brothers in sub-Saharan 
Africa.  Members of this conference have 
given generously once they recognize the 
great need and hear the stories of success.

We are looking forward to celebrating 
the day when our imagining becomes a re-
ality and malaria is no more. 

Find out how you can get involved at:
inm.greaternw.org
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ave you wondered what Christmas would be like if you lived 
at one of the two orphanages in Lubumbashi?  Perhaps you 
or your church sponsors orphans there and your thoughts 
went out to them as you celebrated Christmas in your own 
family and church.  We have a glimpse from the reports from 
the directors of the orphanages.

This is what Mama Nana, the director of the boys’ orphan-
age, wrote after Christmas last year.

• The boys were blessed with invitations for Christmas at many places. 
• On the 20th December they were invited by the MMG mining company. 

A bus took the boys at orphanage around 11 a.m. to a very prestigious 
place in Lubumbashi, where they received Christmas presents by Father 
Christmas.  They shared food with the MMG team and played soccer 
and other games and around 3 p.m. They went back home with boxes of 
clothes, shoes and food

• On the 21st December, they were invited by Mamita Umba Kyamitala at her 
beautiful house.  They shared food with other orphans and anemic children

• On Christmas day they shared food and drinks at the orphanage 
• For the New Year, they asked for special meals and we gave them what 

they asked and they enjoyed the party at home

This is what Mama Francine wrote about Christmas of 2012.  She is the director 
of the girls’ orphanage and formerly the director of both orphanages.

• The girls were blessed to be chosen among many orphans of Lubumbashi 
by four organizations and one mining company to celebrate together Christ-
mas and New Year.

• Mrs. Mamita Kyamitala, who is the chairperson of a sickle cell NGO, invited 
the girls, the boys, and the educators of CEJAL (Centre de Jamaa Letu) to 
share good time, food and drinks in her home on the 21 of December 2012.

• Amical Furaha (Dr. Arung Club) brought donation for the girls, see donation list.
• M.M.G. mining brought food, toys, and other Christmas gift to the girls and 

the mamas. 
• On Christmas day the Jul’Rick House offered a party to the children of 

CEJAL (girls and boys) at their prestigious house. The children were so 
much delighted to have discovered that place and to have party with other 
orphans and vulnerable children of the Lubumbashi.

• Once more on a New Year, the Club Amis de Dr Kokelea came with so 
much food, drink, music to party together with the boys and girls at CEJAL 
Rwashi.  It was a very good moment.  They spent the all day cooking, play-
ing, and partying.  It was so good. 

There are United Methodist Churches near each of the two orphanages and we 
know that the children and teens are active in them.

MMG Mining Company has been a very generous supporter of the orphanages.  
They recently sent a crew, at their own expense, to work on a better water well for 
the girls’ orphanage, thereby saving precious funds for other water-related needs 
at the two orphanages.

CEJAL is the acronym of Centre de Jamaa Letu.  It is now used for the girls or-
phanage located in the Rwashi section of the city.  Previously it was used for both 
orphanages. 

 
If you would like to support Jamaa Letu orphanages, you can send your gift to:

PnWumc treasurer’s office
P.O. Box 13650

Des Moines, WA 98198
MEMO: Jamaa Letu Orphanages

Barbara Dadd Shaffer serves as the chair
for the Bishop’s Task Force, Hope for the Children of Africa.

By BaRBaRa dadd shaffER

Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone does 
not receive you or listen to what you have 
to say, leave that house or town and, once 
outside it, shake its dust from your feet.” 
(Matt 10:14)

When our denomination and its retirees 
profit from fossil fuels, when we insist on 
staying in a one-sided conversation that 
cannot bring the change that our survival 
depends on, then coal dust, tar sands and 
fracking byproducts cling to our feet, and 
we leave those dirty footprints in our places 
of ministry all around the world.

I know I can preach like this on Sunday 
morning, but on Monday, you’re still tasked 
with providing diversified investments to 
our defined benefit pension plans until the 
last beneficiary dies. So I want to take a 
moment to imagine the ministry of that last 
beneficiary.

Now it’s hard to know how long this 
United Methodist Church enterprise is go-
ing to go on. So for the sake of simplicity, 
let’s imagine that last beneficiary gets or-
dained and begins his ministry next year, 
in 2015. Maybe he’s a young pastor – 25 
years old. Perhaps he’ll serve until age 72, 
in which case he would retire in the year 
2062. What might his ministry look like 
over the next four-plus decades?

Well, so much depends on location. But 
wherever he is located, it is certain that his 
ministry will be touched by climate change.

If our hypothetical last pastor serves 

The Rev. Jenny Phillips serves as the
Minister for Environmental Stewardship 

and Advocacy.

Continued from the previous page

in the continental United States, he might 
spend years of his ministry working on re-
covery from extreme weather events – the 
kinds scientists tell us to expect more of 
– events like Sandy and Katrina. Or per-
haps he’ll work in a church whose endow-
ment came from selling fracking rights, but 
whose tap water isn’t safe to pour over the 
babies he baptizes.

If he’s appointed in Alaska, his church’s 
building might have serious problems with 
its foundation, because warming tempera-
tures are thawing the permafrost that has 
been the ground on which some Alaskan 
communities are built.

Warmer temperatures--even just a de-
gree or two warmer--will exacerbate the 
spread of tropical diseases, which could 
really hurt the progress of our Imagine No 
Malaria campaign. Our pastor might be 
serving in the malaria-stricken Ivory Coast, 
tending to increasing numbers of sick peo-
ple and comforting those who are grieving 
untimely deaths.

The effects of climate change will make 
crop yields less stable, which could make 
food scarcer and more expensive. That’s a 
challenge if our pastor is serving a mission-
ary church in Thailand. Many communities 
there depend on subsistence farming, and 
they expect more seasons of hunger.

Perhaps he’ll have to help his congrega-
tion in Ghana deal with the toxic aftermath 
of an oil spill that drenches their shorelines 

and poisons their fishing waters. Ghana is 
a place where oil drilling is expanding, but 
where the environmental safety net is virtu-
ally non-existent.

If our pastor is appointed to a church on 
a coastline in the Philippines, his church 
could be on the front lines of mitigating im-
pacts of sea level rise. Or his church might 
just get washed away in a typhoon.

Scientific consensus indicates that ev-
ery one of our ministries will be touched 
in some way by climate change, because 
every person on this planet will be touched 
by climate change. And in the next 45 
years, The United Methodist Church will 
be on the front lines of climate change 
mitigation and recovery efforts worldwide. 
Indeed, we already are.

When I think of that last beneficiary, 
the one whose pension you’re charged to 
protect, I can’t help but feel compelled to 
ask you to really, really explore the possi-
bility that there can be a responsible path 
in which his retirement account isn’t depen-
dent on the flourishing of industries that will 
wreak such havoc and heartbreak and de-
struction and death upon the people he is 
called to serve. Thank you. 

The rooftops of the CCT Tagaytay Retreat 
& Training Center were destroyed when 
Typhoon Glenda touched down in July 2014.
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oyful, angry, sad, thankful, confused about the presi-
dent’s executive order on immigration?

You are not alone.
I listened to the speech in Yakima with a group 

organized by Dreamers, youth and young adult im-
migrants brought to the United States when they 
were children. There were also a few immigration at-

torneys, community leaders, and adult first generation immigrants. 
When the speech was done the room was silent. No cheers, boos, 
or tears. Many were trying to sort it out: what does it mean for me, 
my family, and my neighbors? Some were waiting for the transla-
tion, which was shortly given as a summary by one of the Dream-
ers.  It was still confusing. Who is in and who is still out?

Excitement, worry, confusion, and, most likely, some misinforma-
tion abounds and will continue to do so until the whole process is set 
up with fees, forms, dates and deadlines all published. Meanwhile 
the Northwest Immigrant Rights Project (http://www.nwirp.org/) has 
published a short informational flier in English and Spanish.

Your church can be of service to people in your community by 
helping to share this information about the president’s executive 
order. Posting it in a publicly visible spot, and making copies avail-
able, will help circulate accurate information and will also let the 
community know that you are a group of people who welcome and 
care for immigrants. You may have undocumented immigrants in 
your congregation or among those who use your church building. 
If you don’t know, this might be a great opportunity to check with a 
nearby ethnic congregation and community groups that are likely to 
have many immigrants. Please share.

As many of us prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving, the Rev. John 
McCullough, of Church World Service, reminds us:

“Let us hold in our prayers of gratitude the millions of lives 
changed by this executive action, as well as the millions of agri-
cultural workers who make our Thanksgiving feasts possible. And 
let us recommit ourselves to the struggle for justice for all migrants 
across our nation and world. Let us reflect on the words invoked by 
President Obama, found in Exodus 23:

‘You shall not oppress a stranger,
for you know the heart of a stranger,

for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.’” 

Insights

The Rev. Lyda Pierce serves as
the coordinator of Hispanic/Latino Ministries

more information:
• Northwest Immigrant Rights Project: www.nwirp.org
• Church World Service: bit.ly/obama_action
• Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON): bit.ly/obama_njfon
• White House information page: bit.ly/wh_fact_sheet
• More details available from the coalition Committee for 

Immigration Reform Implementation: www.adminrelief.org

By ThE REv. lyda piERCE
By ian MckniGhT

Confused about
Immigration?

You aren’t alone.

And for those of you who are in with the early-bird crowd, a great resource to get you thinking about Holy 
Week and Easter!

D2028: What Wondrous love: Holy Week in Word and art
Look ahead to Holy Week, and prepare with this series.  Again featuring the artwork and masterpiece 
illustrations of John August Swanson, Holy Week and Easter come alive in these challenging video 
commentaries by academic luminaries.  This 41-minute DVD presents key scripture passages and events in 
the biblical story of Holy Week – the last days of Jesus’ ministry, his death and his resurrection.  Each biblical 
text is illustrated and interpreted by the beautiful artwork of John August Swanson and also receives scholarly 
commentary from members of the faculty at Candler School of Theology at Emory University.  The folk hymn 
“What Wondrous Love is This?” which serves as the accompanying musical theme, is sung by award winning 
Celtic vocalist Connie Dover. 

dvent is here!  It is our hope at the Regional Media Center that you have already found resources for this season.  
However, we know, probably better than some, that lives get busy and things get overlooked.  Not all hope is lost!  
We still have many great titles here at the RMC ready to save the day, and we want you to take full advantage of 
them!

Here are two great titles to incorporate into your holiday season.

Ian McKnight serves as the interim manager of the Regional Media Center.

D2009: a thrill of Hope
A good choice for Advent! Featuring beautiful artwork by John August Swanson plus commentary by premier 
Bible scholars (e.g., Thomas Long, Carol Newsome), here are six brief reflections on passages from Matthew 
and Luke: a visit; the nativity; the shepherds; epiphany; presentation in the temple; and flight into Egypt.  This 
is a beautiful, artful way to celebrate the birth of our Lord.

D4510: advent conspiracy
This year, take a stand!  Join the growing groundswell of Christ-followers who are choosing to make Christmas 
what it should be – a joyous celebration of Jesus’ birth, not a retail circus.  In four compelling sessions, 
Advent Conspiracy invites individuals, families, groups, and entire churches to substitute compassion for 
consumerism by practicing four simple but powerful, countercultural concepts:

• Worship Fully – because Christmas begins and ends with Jesus
• Spend Less – and free your resources for things that truly matter.
• Give More – of your presence: your hands, your words, your time, your heart.
• Love All – the poor, the forgotten, the marginalized, the sick, in ways that make a difference.

The Rev. Lyda Pierce speaks at the Rethink Church event 
at the 2013 Pacific Northwest Annual Conference

held in Wenatchee, Wash.
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hristmas Institute (CI) is part of a 
93-year-long tradition that brings 
Filipino United Methodist Youth and 
Young Adults in fellowship from De-
cember 26 to 30 every year. What 
started as a gathering of 62 students 
and church workers in Sibul Springs, 
San Miguel (Bulacan), Philippines in 
1921, has now expanded through-
out the Philippines and the United 
States. With the support of the 
Commission on Ethnic Ministries, 
parents, and leaders, this 2014 will 
mark the 16th year of CI in the Pa-
cific Northwest.

CI Pacific Northwest now serves more than 50 campers from 
Washington State as well as Canada. CI-PNW prides itself in nur-
turing and producing future pastors and leaders within the church 
and the community. During this five-day journey, campers are en-

couraged to engage in conversation with one another, to think 
about their own faiths and to begin their journeys toward accept-
ing Jesus Christ in their lives.

Preparations for CI 2014 are happening as we speak and the 
Leadership Team could not be any more excited. This year’s theme 
of “Real Love” is aimed to inspire youth to seek the love of Jesus 
Christ and to spread God’s real love to each other and to the world. 
Focusing on 1 John 4:7-12, 18-21, we will explore what it means 
to Re:Define, Re:Baptize, and Re:Live God’s real love. The prefix 
‘re-’ means to return to a previous state with a fresh insight. For 
example, on Day 2 we will Re:Baptize what it means to love. Just 
like we are baptized and undergo a transformation, the language 
we use to talk about God also has to undergo a transformation. 

By faiTh saiREz

For more info on Christmas Institute 2014, visit www.ci-pnw.org.

Faith Sairez serves as part of the Design Team of
Christmas Institute and is a member of Seattle: Beacon UMC.

The 
Leadership 

Team of 
Christmas 

Institute gather 
at Seattle: 

Beacon UMC 
for training in 

preparation 
for their 

annual retreat 
happening 

on December 
26-30, 2014. 
Photo by the 

Rev. David V. 
Valera.

very year the youth and adults of the Tacoma and 
Seattle Districts gather together at Fort Flagler 
during the first weekend in November. It’s a tra-
dition that’s been around for decades and youth 
look forward to attending this retreat all year long. 
The Tacoma District Youth Leadership Team (Also 
known as TUMY) began planning this retreat as 
soon as last year’s retreat was over. Through a 

long discussion process, they narrowed the theme down to “To Be 
Continued…” because they wanted to have a conversation around 
taking what we’ve learned at the retreat back into our lives at home.

This year was like many in the past, cool weather, lots of youth, 
great food, but it was also different. We had two guest speakers: 
Ruth Marston of Olympia First UMC, and Stephen Palermini of 
Vancouver First UMC. They approached the topic in a different 
way, instead of preaching to the youth, they had a discussion, and 
invited us into that dialogue. They talked about their mountain top 
experiences and how we have to come back down from the moun-
tain and continue to take what we’ve learned out into the world with 
us. Along with the guest speakers, we heard from three youth about 
their faith journeys. Liz, a freshman from Mason UMC; Becca a 
sophomore from Mason UMC; and Jacob a senior from Gig Harbor 
UMC shared their faith, and how they’ve become closer to God 
over the past few years. Their stories reminded us of our own walks 
and how we can find God in many different places.

I mentioned the cool weather; most years, it’s cold and rainy. 
This year, it was cold and sunny. It gave us the chance to play out-
side, and move between activities without being soaked through. 
What a blessing it was to see the world as God created it, and 
to play in that creation. The TUMY team knew it would be cool 
weather, so in preparation for it, they asked Churches from the 
District to make scarves for all the participants. During commu-
nion on the first night, after each person received their bread and 
juice, they also got to pick out the scarf that best fit their personal-
ity. These scarves not only kept us warm all weekend, but serve 
as a constant reminder we are not alone, we are connected to one 
another, and from one church to another.

While Ruth and Stephen fed our souls with stories of God’s sav-
ing Grace, and our scarves warmed our bodies and souls with love 
from our home churches, our bellies were fed by a loving team of 
cooks from the Gig Harbor UMC. We experienced God’s creative 
inspiration in the meals this group prepared for us. They took cook-
ing to a whole new level, as they played around with the theme. 
Each meal brought a new surprise, which all started with a pickle. 

At the end of the weekend, 115 people walked away from this 
retreat with their heart and soul fed with God’s love. 

Carrie Bland serves as the
Children & Youth Ministry Director for Mason UMC in Tacoma.

By CaRRiE Bland

(Top) The young 
people of the Seattle 
and Tacoma districts 
enjoy good music 
provided by Light of 
the Hill Worship Team  

(Right) Becca and Liz 
share their faith talks 
at Fort Flagler.
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s we celebrate the harvest this 
year, I remember my garden 
- the one that isn’t mine any-
more.

Last year, my husband 
Drew had a yearlong student pastor posi-
tion in The Dalles. It’s a little town on the 
Columbia River with lots of retired farmers, 
rich soil, and an average of 177 sunny days 
a year. It could give anyone a green thumb. 

As soon as we moved into the parson-
age in July, I had my eyes on the northeast 
corner of the yard. It was an ideal spot for 
a garden, all flat and full sun and right next 
to the spigot.

The problem was that it had been used 
as a trash heap by its previous occupant, 
and then a storage area by the landlord’s 
son-in-law. First, we had to wait for him to 
come claim all of his mysterious orange 
lockboxes. Then, we had to haul off the big 
pieces of lumber, tires, and concrete left 
behind. What we found underneath was a 
patch of gravel mixed with small pieces of 
glass, metal, and plastic. I spent hours on 
my hands and knees picking up pieces of 
trash. Then Drew turned the whole thing 

over with a spade, and I picked out the 
trash again. Then, in October, the ground 
froze, and everything was put on hold until 
spring.

Fundraising can feel like that. As a Field 
Coordinator, a lot of my work is building 
readiness. Passionate people from a lo-
cal church approach me for advice about 
getting their campaign off the ground, and 
I think to myself, “what a perfect spot for 
a movement that can change the world.” 
Sometimes we spend several months to-
gether just clearing away misconceptions 

and getting ready, and then– because of the 
church calendar, which is nobody’s fault– 
everything grinds to a halt.

But nothing can stop the seasonal in-
sanity of springtime. I confess to you that I 
lusted after online seed catalogs through-
out January. In February I bought seed 
packets and drew maps of my imaginary 
garden. In March I started an army of leggy 
seedlings in peat pellets all over our kitch-
en table. I tucked seeds for early peas and 
radishes into the ground.

Our Imagine No Malaria brainstorming 
sessions can feel like this. The missions 
committee is overrun by ideas. God is pow-
erfully present in our collective vision.

In April– oh, April!– I lugged bags of ma-
nure and compost out to my gravelly gar-
den spot. We knew we would have to create 
new soil on top of the old, so we brought 
home straw bales from the feed store in 
hopes that, if well-watered, they would start 
to compost inside and become a hospitable 
home for certain needy plants.

Continue to the next page

By Julia fRisBiE

By aaRon pazan

ALAN ALLIs
Global Mission Fellow, Wesley Club, University of Washington
Several difficulties came up during the first session on Saturday morn-
ing. I believe these areas can be worked on for future conferences of 
this sort. One of these difficulties was that of unexpected, sensitive ma-
terial would be discussed.  Proper staff was needed for such discussion. 
I feel these conferences are great for the connecting aspect, and for 

opening the eyes of college students to what is out there for them.

LuLu sAPIGAO
Young person, California-Nevada Conference
NEXT gave me time to connect with people from all over the country. 
The weekend gave me time to re-center myself and make me re-
member why I’m doing what I’m doing.  I was glad to see that NEXT 
had several different types of worship music. Rev. Philip Ross’s ser-
mon about making more Disciples of Christ and not more Christians 

was a great way to end the weekend.

DOuG PALMER
Young adult, Rocky Mountain Conference
Young adults in the Church often feel like they are in a void where 
there are no specific places for them, so the programs that exist in 
the Church can be very comforting. Young people live their entire 
lives in a secular world that is constantly trying to distance itself from 
the Church, so talking about appropriate and effective ways to bring 

church into daily lives is powerful. But most importantly, NEXT gave young people the 
time and space to share their stories.  It was a joy to see that there are many other young 
people going through the same struggles that I am (from my own faith journey, to finding 
my role in the Church, to building effective young adult ministries, etc.) and then to learn 
about how they deal with them.  It was very was exciting.

From nextumc.org: 
Imagine What’s NEXT is designed 

to facilitate a fertile ground 
for imaginative work, focused 

specifically on the spaces where 
church/world and present/future 

meet. The event is organized by a 
launch team of college students, 

campus ministers, and other 
creative disciples from across the 
United Methodist connection, and 

is sponsored by the Division of 
Higher Education of the General 

Board of Higher Education
and Ministry.

Aaron Pazan attends Central Washington University in Ellensburg, Wash.
He is also a member of Bellevue: Aldersgate UMC.

Special thanks to Doug Palmer, Alan Allis and Lulu Sapigao.

n November 7-9, 2014 over 600 college-aged people involved with 
campus ministries sponsored by The United Methodist Church gath-
ered in Denver, Colo. to “Imagine What’s NEXT”. NEXT is all about 
reimagining the future and dreaming of ways we can radically change 
our local communities through the catchphrase “Dream. Go. Do.” 

During the event, we had the opportunity to participate in the $5 
dollar challenge around Denver.  Each participant was given $5 for 

something that would benefit the community. My group decided to give out three $10 dollar 
Subway cards to the homeless on the street. When we gave them the Subway gift cards 
we prayed over them as well.

As someone who has attended past NEXT conferences, I believe they contain great 
value and enrichment for those who can attend. My view on what church and ministry can 
do has changed greatly because of events like these. 

Young people are always told that we are the future of the church. But, I’m here to tell 
you we are the church, now.  Young people have the ability to help change and equip the 
church for success with the power to make radical change that the church is so desperately 
looking for. 
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I do the same thing with churches: I pro-
vide all sorts of resources, hoping for fer-
tile ground on which a new movement can 
grow.

In May my garden was full of baby plants: 
radishes, carrots, sugar snap peas, Brus-
sels sprouts, sunflowers, nasturtiums, 
scallions, basil, cilantro, rosemary, sage, 

oregano, beets, four types of lettuce, sweet 
peas, cabbage, white onions, mint, mari-
golds, rhubarb, squash, pumpkins, three 
types of tomatoes, poblano peppers, pop-
pies, snapdragons, alyssum, bush beans, 
and Japanese cucumbers. When they are 
babies, they’re an indistinguishable crowd 
of tiny optimists.

In June, Drew and I ate salad and more 
salad. The radishes started going to seed, 
so we had to eat them all at once. New reci-
pes were born: braised radishes. Fried rad-
ishes. Curried radishes.

Churches often underestimate them-
selves. When they tuck away the first few 
seeds, they have no idea how fertile their 
holy ground can be. And they are over-

whelmed by generosity.
On the fourth of July, after eating the 

first of our yellow squash and urging the 
new pastor to keep watering at the parson-
age, we drove our U-haul away.

I know it’s silly to feel bereaved over a 
bunch of vegetables. But I can’t help it.

I’m inspired by churches like Moses 
Lake UMC, though. I visited them this sum-
mer, right after we moved, and learned that 
they have been taking special offerings for 
Imagine No Malaria for years. They’re sup-
porting this ministry even though none of 
them have ever seen the fruits of their labor. 
It must feel sort of like planting a garden 
and then leaving in July.

So I told the folks at that church about 
a woman named Muriel, and how Imagine 
No Malaria saved her children’s lives and 
gave her own life a new purpose. This is 
my favorite part of my job: getting to say, 
“Thank you. What you’re doing makes a 
difference.” I’m honored to help people 
see what’s happened to the seeds they 
planted when they took Imagine No Ma-
laria on as their cause.

We owe a huge debt of gratitude to our 
capable brothers and sisters in Africa who 
are bringing this program to fruition. And 
this is where my metaphor fails. Because 
people like Muriel aren’t just watering and 
weeding a garden planted by some mas-
termind from the other side of the world. 
They’re envisioning a new type of garden 
that will thrive in their own particular soil. 
And then they’re making it happen, from 
start to finish. In the grand scheme of 
things, faithful churches like Moses Lake 
UMC are just the benefactors, paying for 
one seed packet at a time.

Let us be inspired by the generous God 
who created our earth, our soil, our seeds, 
and our yet unknown harvest. 

Julia Frisbie serves as the
Imagine No Malaria field coordinator

for the Greater Northwest Episcopal Area.

Continued from the previous page

churches, don’t 
underestimate your 
ability to grow when you 
plant on holy ground

ne of the critical differences between our post-
modern life and the past is the speed at which we 
live. Everything is faster and more activity filled. 
It is taking a toll on our physical and emotional 
selves. Even in my own lifetime, I can remember 
weekends as a time when things slowed down 

and the enjoyment of family activities were the central focus.
When I was young, Sundays were reserved for church, and after 

church my dad would take us out to lunch at a restaurant in order 
to give my mom a break from cooking six days a week. The rest of 
the day was spent leisurely at home without running from event to 
event. I contrast this to my own kids’ busy Sunday schedule, when 
we frantically got everyone to church and I would run around madly 
in charge. The rest of the afternoon was spent getting kids to sport-
ing events or social affairs, only to end up exhausted at the end of 
the day. In those days there were not even cell phones, text mes-
sages and social media that were constantly on, but we did have 
pagers that kept us plugged in!

The urgent pace of our lives today has dramatically affected our 
spiritual lives. Time for prayer and meditation must be intentionally 
sought out and set aside. There are no natural moments in which 
non-activity just happens. Communion with God must be an inten-
tional choice, or it simply does not happen!

This past year I was at a retreat center leading a program and I 
sent the participants off to engage in some personal spiritual time. 
Instead of preparing for the next segment like I usually do, I, too, 
went off to engage in some spiritual centering. The day was beauti-
ful and nature was alive and teeming with life.

I started to journal in tune with the life force all around me, but 
then it occurred to me that the activity of journaling at that point was 
itself an action that was cutting me off from God. This is not always 
the case, as often journaling can put us in touch with God, but in 
that instance, I needed to put down pen and paper and just listen. 
It was an incredible moment, in which God’s message was never 
before so clear and concise.

God was telling me to listen, not do…Be, not act…receive, 
not give.

I had not felt the presence of God so strongly in a very long time, 
and the command of God was equally clear: “you must stop and lis-
ten for my voice.” Since that time, I have stopped all activity during 
my spiritual practice in order to deeply listen. It is sometimes hard 
to do amid the fast pace of our contemporary lives, but in order to 
connect with the Ultimate source of all that is, it is necessary.

Let me remind you today: We must stop and listen for God, as 
we will otherwise crowd God out of our lives where the pace does 
not allow for such moments of grandeur. 

Be the Hope,

Bishop Grant

By Bishop GRanT J. haGiya
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note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed from the time of publication.
For an updated calendar, including local church events, visit www.pnwumc.org/calendar.

JanuaRy 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

28 29 30 31 1
• new Year’s Day

2
• The conference office 

is closed

3

4 5 6
• Board of 

congregational 
Development @ 
pnWuMC

7 8
• ministry fund Drive @ 

pnWuMC

9 10

• Healthy Boundaries 
201 @ mount Vernon 
first united methodist 
church

11 12
• tuell center staff 

meeting @ PnWumc
• annual conference 

design Team @ 
pnWuMC

13 14 15
• seattle dCom @ 

pnWuMC
• Board of Discipleship 

@ pnWuMC

16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

• Youth Workers retreat @ camp indianola

• soul food – Young adult retreat @ twinlow

• PnW cabinet @ PnWumc

• creating cultures of congregational 
generosity @ christ umc (Portland, ore.)

• conference council on Youth ministry @ TBd

• Jubilate Worship arts institute (JWai) @ haller 
lake umc

• soul food – Young 
adult retreat @ 
Twinlow

• seven rivers District annual clergy retreat 
@ lazy f

• seven rivers 
District annual 
clergy retreat @ 
lazy f

• Youth Workers 
retreat @ camp 
indianola

dECEMBER 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9
• Board of 

congregational 
Development @ 
pnWuMC

10 11 12 13

14 15
• greater nW cabinet + 

extended cabinet @ 
pnWuMC

16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26

• The conference office 
is closed

27

28 29 30 31
• new Year’s eve

1
• new Year’s Day

2 3

• conference council on Youth ministries – exec 
Team @ snoqualmie united methodist church

• pnW & or-iD cabinet @ PnWumc

• christmas institute @ the firs

• christmas institute @ the firs

• christmas eve (the 
conference office is 
closed)

• christmas (the 
conference office is 
closed)

happen to think that Joan Chittister is on to something.  
But how do we develop the best in ourselves?

One way is to take the Incarnation of God (Jesus, 
folks!) more seriously than as a cuddly baby in a straw 
manger on an artificially-set birthday in December.  
Christmas would become my favorite holy-day again if 
we could really embrace the Incarnation rather than the 
holiday!

On my first trip to Israel in early 1992, I visited with the Israeli 
man across the plane’s aisle as we descended into Tel Aviv.  I asked 
him a pointed question: What will it take for Israelis and Palestin-
ians to seriously work for peace? His answer came in two words: 
NO WALLS!

I recently thought of that conversation as I was preparing this 
column about Identity Theft.  No, make that “Mistaken Identity”.  Or, 
maybe “Identity Confusion.” Well, whatever you choose to call it, 
there’s a good chance you experience it as you’re shaped by an 
imperfect Christian Tradition.

I grieve over the walls built by the double-messages most of 
our churches offer to their participants about their true identities as 
“children of God.” I’m sure the effort by most local churches and 
their participants are not intended to build walls of identity confu-
sion.  But too often they do!

Our message is conflicted.  I think it has mostly to do with our 
deeply conditioned, often contradictory understandings of who God 
is.  That confuses what we think of when proclaiming we are “chil-
dren of God”, made in God’s likeness and image.  

Are we children of a God who we believe acts only in terms of 
“either/or” and “black-and-white”, and is quick to exclude those not 
“like us”? 

Or might we be children of a God who we see open up the entire 

universe to our wondering minds and hearts? Does God rejoice 
with us at the coo of a baby, and also embraces us as we speak 
and act for justice for all people, not just those “like us”?

I don’t pretend to speak for you in this matter.  But I do puzzle 
over the conflicting message when our Christian liturgies and mu-
sic – historic and current-day -- so persistently emphasize our utter 
depravity, yet sneak in ways to say God loves us as children of 
God.  I get religious whip-lash!

It can also cause some Identity Confusion.  Am I a child of God, 
loved unconditionally – especially when I honestly show my pro-
pensity for being an imperfect human?

Or is my relationship with God really based on following the un-
healthier religious rules set down by our historic faith and molded 
by our religious culture’s fears? Sometimes, we need to be bold 
enough to question those religious practices we follow in and out of 
the church building to discover if the God we are following really is 
the God Jesus proclaimed in the Gospels.

Jesus is the full Incarnation of God.  His entire ministry was 
devoted to tearing down the walls between God and humanity.  He 
offered himself as the “model of humanity” that God intends all per-
sons to be.  He came not to make people religious, but more au-
thentically human!

We can discover the “best in ourselves”, ala Joan Chittister, 
when we look more deeply into the courageous humanity that Je-
sus shows throughout the Gospels.  But more than that – we see 
that “best” as we experience a no-walls, unconditionally loving re-
lationship with God. 

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as
the chair of the Conference Council on Older Adult Ministries

“We learned that to come to fulfillment of life it takes absolutely nothing at all
– beyond the development of the best in ourselves.”

 -Joan chittister, the gift of Years, p. 71



aken into the context of present 
day, perhaps John Wesley might 
have included other media in 
his letter. If there is one goal we 
have here at the Regional Media 

Center, it should reflect the mission of the 
church, “to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world.”

How do we achieve that here? We em-
power our churches through knowledge, 
giving them the tools they need to better 
understand their own faith and to better un-
derstand the world.

I hope to personally get to know each 
and every one of you in the coming weeks, 
but let me start by introducing myself. I’m 
Ian Patrick McKnight. I grew up in Gig 
Harbor and began attending Gig Harbor 
United Methodist Church in the Summer of 

2008. It didn’t take long for me to realize 
that I belonged there and that I was finally 
in a community with a pastor, the Rev. Jim 
Head Corliss, that taught inclusivity and 
love, something that I had looked for in a 
church for a long time.

After High School, I went on to begin a 
Bachelor’s degree in Theatre Arts at West-
ern Washington University, where I attend-
ed College Fellowship at Garden Street 
United Methodist Church. My involvement 
there nurtured a love for mission work and 
ministry. While still in school, I had the op-
portunity to work for Skagit Opera, the 
WWU Opera Studio, and Seattle Children’s 
Theatre. I worked as a draftsman for a 
while, with work appearing at the 2012 
Super Bowl half-time show, along with the 
2012 Democratic National Convention.

I graduated from WWU with a BA in The-
atre Arts, concentrating in Lighting Design, 
Stage Management, Educational Theatre, 
and Theatre Management, and a minor in 
Accounting. Immediately following college, 
I joined IATSE (The International Alliance 
for Theatre Stage Employees).

I moved back to Gig Harbor, where I 
had intended to begin working in profes-
sional theaters and assisting in technical 
theatre in high schools in the Northwest…
God had different plans. By the time I got 
back to Gig Harbor, a need at GHUMC for 
an AV Coordinator had arisen. God had 
carved a place in ministry for me at exactly 
the right time; I accepted the position and 
began shaping a new vision for technologi-
cal ministry at GHUMC.

Then, one day, while a GHUMC, our dis-
trict superintendent, Rev. Cara Scriven, and 
her husband, Patrick Scriven, came to wor-
ship. God, again, had some new plans. A 
need for an Interim Manager of the Region-
al Media Center had come up presenting a 
new challenge in ministry for me to take up. 

As we transition into new leadership 
here at the RMC, I thank you all for your 
continued patience. I hope you are all as 
excited for new adventures, new faces, and 
new friends as I am. 

And I hope you’re all revved up to make 
some new disciples of Jesus Christ. 

“It cannot be that the people should grow 
in grace unless they give themselves to 

reading. A reading people will always be a 
knowing people” 

-John Wesley’s letter to george Holder
(November, 1790)

connect:
regionalmediacenter.org • fb.com/rmcumc

imcknight@pnwumc.org


