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The Rev. Jenny Phillips participates in a climate change march in New York.
Check out page 9 to start a conversation with your church on becoming fossil free.
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ational Substance 
Abuse Prevention 
Month is a month-
long observance 
that focuses on 
the role substance 

abuse prevention plays in promot-
ing safe and healthy communities. 
Substance use, including underage 
drinking and the non-medical use 
of prescription and over-the-counter 
medications, significantly affects the 
health and well-being of people of all 
ages, particularly our nation’s youth. 

An estimated 10 million people 
aged 12 to 20 report drinking alcohol 
during the past month. Approximately 
23 million Americans – roughly the 
population of Australia – are currently 
illicit drug users. Almost 18 million 
Americans are classified with alcohol 
dependence or abuse. 

Special thanks to ann eachus and Madelyn Bafus

Check out the United Methodist
Drug and alcohol concerns overview:

abriel, who is “almost 
5,” was trying to stand 
patiently with his father, 
Tim Emmett-Rardin, a 

United Methodist from Philadel-
phia, until the signal came for them 
to sweep into the throng that be-
came the People’s Climate March.

It had been a long wait Sept. 
21 on the New York block where 
pennants held aloft on poles an-
nounced the presence of United 
Methodists, Lutherans, Hindus, 
Episcopalians and numerous oth-
er faith groups stationed there by 
march organizers.

Baptists clad in green T-shirts 
demanded “Climate justice for all 
God’s creation” and Hare Krish-
na danced joyously. The music 
and amplified speeches offered 
from various faith perspectives 
did not always rise above the din 
of the crowd.

“He keeps asking when we’re 
going to start moving,” Gabriel’s 
father said.

Early on, organizers estimated 
that 100,000 people would come 
to midtown Manhattan to demand 
significant commitments by world 
leaders to deal with the climate 
change issue.

On Sept. 19, Bill McKibben, a 
United Methodist from Middlebury, 
Vermont, and president of 350.org, 
a group that helped organize the 
march, mentioned that 200,000 peo-
ple might show up.  

By midafternoon Sept. 21, or-
ganizers released an estimate 
of 310,000 people based on the 
crowd density along an expanded 
march route. That estimate later 
was increased to nearly 400,000.

“At 5:00 p.m., march organiz-
ers had to send out a text asking 
marchers to disperse from the 
march route because the crowds 
had swelled beyond the route’s 
capacity,” said a press release 
from peoplesclimate.org.

Gabriel had a lot of company.
Share this story:

By linda BlooM Photos by JaMes k. kaRpen, et. al.

Continue to the next page
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1) it can get people involved.
When people have a good idea about raising money and aware-
ness, and then help to make it happen, they are empowered to take 
leadership roles more often. Anyone can get equipped to preach 
and teach about Imagine No Malaria: greaternw.org/inm.

2) it inspires children and youth.
Kids often ‘get it’ faster than adults: when they hear that children 

like them on the other side of the world are dying from mosquito 
bites and we know how to stop it, they always want to help. This 
campaign makes it fun and easy to get involved, but it also builds 
global citizenship. Finding resources for kids is easy: click the “re-
sources” tab on imaginenomalaria.org and then filter by audience 
for children and youth.

3) it’s something everyone can agree on…
…even people who wouldn’t normally set foot in a church. Many 

young adults want to engage in global humanitarian work. When 
you invite your neighborhood to participate with you in imagining 
a world with no malaria, it brings people together, and your church 
makes a positive impression.

4) imagine no malaria helps us answer the call to ministry 
with the poor and the sick.

Malaria is a disease of poverty, which means that it affects most-
ly poor people and it keeps them poor. This is a justice issue. Check 
out the Malaria 101 kit at imaginenomalaria.org/resources.

5) it connects your church with united methodists all over the 
world.

Our global church is taking on malaria, and we have a chance 
to get involved in this historic effort. Raising money and awareness 
for Imagine No Malaria plugs people into the connectional system. 
Read more about what our brothers and sisters in Christ are doing– 
here in the northwest, and in Africa– at greaternw.org/inm.

By Julia fRisBie

6) it’s fun! You never know what god will use to raise money 
for imagine no malaria.

Doing something off-the-wall will make people sit up and take 
notice, and it will generate a lot of energy for the work of your 
church. When you’re envisioning how you can get involved, be cre-
ative! Get inspired at greaternw.org/inm/ideas. 

Julia Frisbie serves as the Imagine No Malaria Field Coordinator 
for the Greater Northwest Episcopal Area.

Also check out:
Politicking for Imagine No Malaria

bit.ly/politicking-inm

crashing the party
The march preceded the Sept. 23 Cli-

mate Summit at the United Nations, ar-
ranged by U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon — who also took part in the march 
— to spur political action on global warm-
ing and encourage leaders from govern-
ment and the private sector to announce 
new initiatives.

McKibben, who spoke about the march 
during an International Day of Peace sym-
posium on Sept. 19 at the United Method-
ist-related Church Center for the United Na-
tions, was skeptical about what the summit 
might accomplish given what he considered 
the “complete failure” of the U.N. Copenha-
gen summit on climate change in 2009.

“We don’t have much hope that this 
week, in New York, the world leaders will 
get us much farther,” he said. “That’s why 
we decided to invite ourselves to crash this 
party and come, too.”

March participants — representing gov-
ernment entities, labor, neighborhoods, 
environmental and social justice groups, 
faith communities and indigenous groups, 
as well as families and individuals — be-
gan assembling Sunday morning at Cen-
tral Park West.

A few blocks away, Rosina Pohlmann — 
the energetic “Green Team” coordinator at 
the Church of Saint Paul and Saint Andrew, 
United Methodist — had worked with the 
pastors and church staff to arrange for four 
days of housing at the church for up to 60 
young people attending the march.

“There is a spirit of maturity and peace at 
the core of this movement, and I think that 
spirit is issuing in great part from the active 
participation of so many religious and faith 
groups,” she said.

The Rev. Jenny Phillips of Seattle was 
among a group loosely organized through 
United Methodist Women and the United 
Methodist Boards of Global Ministries and 
Church and Society who gathered at Saint 
Paul and Saint Andrew before the march.

She had come to promote Fossil Free 
UMC, a project calling upon the United 
Methodist Board of Pension and Health 
Benefits and other United Methodist insti-
tutions to divest from fossil fuel companies 
and reinvest in clean energy.

Phoebe Crismo had extended a U.S. 
visit from the Philippines to attend the 
march and other climate action events. 
As staff of the Philippines Central Con-
ference, she helped produce a campaign 
on climate change for children, youth and 
local churches. She is concerned about 
the impact of deforestation and open-pit 

mining on her country.
“With the forest gone, when the mon-

soons come, down comes the mud as well,” 
she explained.

Michael Black, a member of Decatur 
First United Methodist Church in Georgia, 
and an active participant in Caretakers of 
God’s Creation, is a veteran of similar, if 
smaller marches and considers such ac-
tivities as essential to his faith. “If you’re 
not speaking out about the problems, you 
can’t complain (when) there aren’t solu-
tions,” he said.

intertwining faith with action
A group from United Methodist-related 

Drew University gathered near the “semi-
naries” pennant in the interfaith block. 
The group included Tyler Kaufmann from 
Nebraska, part of a student group called 
Transforming Ecological and Religious Re-
sources into Action, and Laurel Kearns, an 
associate professor of the sociology of reli-
gion and environmental studies who helped 
found the Green Seminaries Initiative.

Nikki Edelman, a part-time Drew student 
and a New York Conference member from 
Pawling, New York, said she was motivated 
to march by her background in chemistry 
and her concern as the mother of an 8 and 
10 year old.

“I’ve always been interested in the ecol-
ogy and biology of the earth,” she added. 
“To me, it’s totally wrapped up in faith.”

Not far away, the Rev. Carol Windrum 
and Tim Fickenscher, a United Methodist 
couple from Omaha, Nebraska, were pre-
paring to walk, shaking off the fatigue of a 
27-hour Greyhound bus ride.

Both expressed concern about how cli-
mate change will impact younger genera-
tions. Windrum directs the Micah Corps, 
a 10-week summer internship program for 
young adults focusing on social justice is-
sues, for the Great Plains Annual Confer-
ence. Flickenscher is a high school teacher.

“If we don’t do something now, it will be 
too late,” he said.

Bill Ewing, who had a shorter journey, 
was one of the congregational members 
carrying the large banner of First Unit-
ed Methodist Church of Germantown in 

Philadelphia.
“We’re in the process of doing real dam-

age to the planet,” he declared. “We need to 
get people’s attention to stop it.”

Pat and Dave Herber, members of Cal-
vary United Methodist Church in Frederick, 
Maryland, simply showed up.

“We were in the city for the weekend 
and didn’t know about this until we saw the 
news coverage and decided to join in,” ex-
plained Dave Herber, who teaches environ-
mental science to high school students. “I 
do look at this as caring for God’s creation.”

at a crossroads
Education about climate change is a 

personal and vocational priority for Tim Em-
mett-Rardin, who stood with Gerry Felix, a 
fellow member of Calvary United Methodist 
Church in Philadelphia, and Gabriel, who 
was hoping the parade would begin soon.

“It really feels like we’re at a crisis point, 
at a major crossroads,” he said.

Emmett-Rardin is starting a new job pro-
moting wind energy in Pennsylvania that 
will have an educational component. “It’s 
probably the easiest way to help congrega-
tions evaluate renewable energy,” he said. 
“It’s a small step but it’s an easy one for 
people to take and it makes a difference.”

Finally, shortly after 2 p.m., it was time 
to march, with the Cross and Flame held 
high and the banners of the Germantown 
church, United Methodist Women and Saint 
Paul and Saint Andrew following.

Pohlmann of the Church of Saint Paul 
and Saint Andrew hopes other United 
Methodists will feel inspired to connect with 
faith-based climate action groups and join 
what she considers to be a “historic push” 
for change.

“The march created a huge, unprece-
dented opportunity,” she said. “But an op-
portunity only matters if it is seized, and 
in order to seize this one we need to start 
now.” 

Bloom is a United Methodist News Service 
multimedia reporter based in New York. 

Follow her at http://twitter.com/umcscribe 
or contact her at (646) 369-3759 or 

newsdesk@umcom.org

Continued from the previous page
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elating to missionaries 
by contributing to their 
support through Glob-
al Ministries is one of 
the best ways to get 
close to the work of 
Global Ministries 

“How do we do 
this?”

The first thing to 
do: choose which mis-
sionary to support. 
If you choose one 
related to PNW then 
she/he will itinerate 
and visit your church 
every three years. 

These missionaries are listed in the PNW’s Funding Ministry and 
Mission Outreach 2014 booklet sent every year to every church. 
The map, on the back cover, shows where they serve - from Nepal 
to Africa to Washington State. 

Last August, five new Global Mission Fellows arrived after being 
commissioned in the Philippines by Bishop Hope Morgan Ward, 
Chair of Global Ministries. “Engage, Connect, Grow” is the motto 
on the t-shirts they were given symbolizing UMC missionaries from 
everywhere to everywhere.  Seattle District is an affiliate office of 
GMFs for Global Ministries (one of only 6 nationwide) pioneering 
this new structure under the leadership of the Rev. Pat Simpson. 

Sarah Mudge and Sarah Roemer will serve at Tacoma Com-
munity House while Annabeth Tucker will serve at Atlantic Street 
Center (both National Mission Institutions of the United Methodist 
Women).  Gretchen Brown will serve at Seattle’s Faith Action Net-
work and Alan Allis will be serving at Wesley Club, also in Seattle. 

read more about 
global mission fellows
in the PnW conference!

Help support these missionaries in your local church by:

-establishing a covenant relationship
It is $5 per member/per year or by a youth group or Sunday 

School class. They also can visit your church to talk about the 
GMFs program and the site where they work in PNW. Please con-
tact me to arrange a visit to your area.

-Publicizing the good work they do in the community
In your local church bulletins, newsletters, and websites – you 

are invited to list your missionary whether a young adult serving in 
PNW or a couple or individual serving in Africa or Nepal, as part 
of the staff of your church.  Send e-mails to them, read and pub-
lish their blogs or e-mails.  Have photographs on bulletin boards 
showing where in the world your church is in mission through your 
Covenant Relationship.

-Downloading the covenant relationship form
Complete the form on page 21 of the PNW’s Funding Ministry & 

Mission Outreach 2014 booklet or download one from umcmission.
org where you can browse through a listing of all UMC missionaries 
and their bios. Urge your mission committee and church to choose 
one today.

 
-sending a check to the conference office with the missionary 
name and code

Provide a copy of the Covenant Relationship form to Global Min-
istries and to Joan Hackett.  This will fulfill one column of Mission 
for your church as well as help connect, engage, and grow your 
church in mission. 

Joan Hackett serves as the
Conference Secretary of Global Ministries.

By Joan hackettBy Julia fRisBie

ecently, politicians from Washington State got 
Imagine No Malaria on their radar. 

United Methodists joined an anti-malaria co-
alition and visited the offices of representatives 
for both the house and the senate. Their mes-
sage: we have to support robust Global Health 
spending, even in tough economic times. 

In the past decade, The Global Fund to Fight Malaria, Tubercu-
losis, and AIDS has distributed 410 million insecticide-treated bed 
nets, and its funding has been steadily increasing since 2002. Its 
work is strengthened by the President’s Malaria Initiative. Both of 
these programs are critical for our continued progress in the fight 
against malaria. That’s why it’s so important to continue to fund 
them, even in tough economic times. Staff from the offices of Rep. 
Rick Larsen, Rep. Jim McDermott, Senator Patty Murray, and Sen-
ator Maria Cantwell were very receptive to this message. 

many Partners, one goal
These visits were organized as part of the 2014 BzzzTour for 

Nothing But Nets. Fundraisers from Junior Chamber International 
(JCI) have adopted this as their cause and are spending all sum-
mer on a bus. By the end of the summer, they will have visited rep-
resentatives in twenty states. They’ve also been meeting with lo-
cal Junior Chamber International chapters to help spread the word 
about the way that bed nets can save lives. 

Crystal Ramsay-Dyess was last year’s president of JCI in the 
United States. “We are traveling from city to city,” she says, “rais-
ing funds, increasing awareness about malaria, and encouraging 
communities to advocate for strong U.S. leadership and funding 
for malaria programs.” It’s a family affair: she and her husband 
brought their ten-year-old son, Aaron, on the bus with them, along 
with an assistant and the current JCI president Fay M. Poissant. 
Aaron is JCI’s top fundraiser, and he’s done everything from sell-
ing dog tags to wearing a remarkable mosquito costume and 
charging for photo opportunities. 

The United Methodist Church was a founding partner of Nothing 
But Nets in 2006. We started Imagine No Malaria in 2010 so that 
we could offer a more comprehensive program to our brothers and 
sisters in sub-Saharan Africa who face this terrible disease. 

Imagine No Malaria was represented at these meetings by the 
Rev. Dr. Clayton Childers, the Imagine No Malaria officer from the 
General Board of Church and Society. Childers, who hails from 

Global health advocates are shown during 
their visit this month in the offices of 
Washington U.S. Senator Patty Murray 
in Seattle. From left are Kendra Demuth, 
Junior Chamber International (JCI); Sophie 
Knudson, Nothing But Nets and Girl Scouts; 
Fay Poissant, JCI president; Chrystal 
Ramsay-Dyess, JCI past president; Aaron 
Dyess, JCI; Philip Deng, Sen. Murray’s 
office; Julia Frisbie and Ann Eachus, both 
of United Methodist Imagine No Malaria 
and Pacific Northwest Conference; Ashley 
Morrison, JCI; the Rev. Clayton Childers, 
Imagine No Malaria director of Advocacy; 
and Brandi Lippert, JCI.

Washington, D.C. was joined at the meetings by Ann Eachus, chair 
of the General Board of Church and Society for The Pacific North-
west Conference. Barbara Dadd-Shaffer of Stanwood UMC, Dick 
Blakney of University Temple UMC, and our Imagine No Malaria 
Field Coordinator Julia Frisbie were also present. 

a clear message from the gates foundation
An evening reception was held this past Thursday at the World 

Trade Center Seattle for partners in the fight against malaria. Noth-
ing But Nets hosted the event. David Brandling-Bennett, senior 
advisor for malaria to the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, ad-
dressed the crowd. 

He expressed thanks and admiration for the work that’s already 
been done. Sometimes the amount raised by grassroots fundrais-
ing seems like a drop in the bucket compared to what the Gates 
Foundation has given. But Brandling-Bennett says that it is multi-
plied when our elected officials take notice. That’s why advocacy 
is so important. 

Brandling-Bennett also urged supporters not to lose momen-
tum. With the Millennium Development Goal timeline drawing to 
a close in 2015, he says that there’s a risk of international atten-
tion shifting away from malaria. We can’t let that happen, or we 
stand to lose all the progress we’ve made so far-- progress which, 
Brandling-Bennett affirms, is historical. In just 10 years, we’ve cut 
the death rate in half. Imagine what we could do in 10 more years. 

The Gates Foundation supports Imagine No Malaria by covering 
all its administrative costs. That means 100% of your donations go 
to fight malaria in Africa. Donate now, and then help to spread the 
word by sharing this article! 

Julia Frisbie serves as the Imagine No Malaria field coordinator
for the Greater Northwest Episcopal Area.

David Brandling-Bennett, 
senior advisor for malaria to 

the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, addressing the 

risk of shifting attention away 
from malaria and continuing the 

momentum of lowering the death 
rates from this disease.
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ne of our primary 
tasks at charge 
conference is to talk 
about money and 
the ways in which 
we use it to express 
our values. For ex-
ample, audited fi-

nancial records serve as a sort of snapshot 
of the values of a congregation.

That’s why the Book of Discipline calls 
us to use this meeting as a time to re-
mind ourselves of The United Methodist 
Church’s policies and positions on invest-
ing. Discipline ¶ 247.20 states, “The charge 
conference shall promote awareness of 
and concurrence with policies relative to 
Socially Responsible Investments (¶ 717), 
the Social Principles (¶ 160-166), and The 
Book of Resolutions of The United Method-
ist Church.” In other words, part of our work 
is re-reminding ourselves of the values we 
bring to our financial decision-making, and 
figuring out how to live into those values.

This year, The Pacific Northwest Annual 
Conference voted to examine these values 
in a specific way—by learning about fossil 
fuel divestment. Institutions worldwide are 
selling their investments in oil, coal and nat-

By the Rev. Jenny phillips Photos courtesy of WikimeDia commonsBy the Rev. patRicia siMpson

ural gas. We need to discern whether or not 
The United Methodist Church should join 
this movement alongside the United Church 
of Christ, the World Council of Churches, 
and other religious groups.

United Methodists worldwide are calling 
for divestment because we recognize that 
climate change is undermining the core 
ministries of the church, including ministry 
with those who are homeless, hungry, and 
sick. Climate change contributes to more 
extreme weather events, causes agricultur-
al conditions that lead to higher food costs, 
and creates conditions for the spread of 
deadly diseases. When we invest in fossil 
fuel companies, our financial success be-
comes intertwined with the acceleration of 
climate change and its terrible impacts on 
the most vulnerable people among us. 

The decision to divest is a decision that 
joins The United Methodist Church’s voice 
with the global chorus calling our world lead-
ers to take climate change seriously, and to 
do it immediately. Our planet is at the brink 
of irreversible changes that will make life for 
future generations much, much harder. Our 
decision to stop profiting from the destruc-
tion of the planet extends our mission field 
from the present into the future.

Here are some ways to bring this 
important conversation to your charge 
conference:

• Announce plans to offer a Bible study, 
sermon series, or intergenerational 
activity on climate change and fossil 
fuel divestment. 

• Invite participants to engage in the 
Fossil Fuel Divestment Role Play. It’s 
an activity that takes 20-40 minutes 
and is a great way to learn about the 
issue.

• Include an article on climate change 
and divestment among the documents 
you distribute.

• During your meeting’s prayer time, 
pray for wisdom as we discern how 
we can best invest God’s resources to 
honor God’s creation. 

The Rev. Jenny Phillips serves as the 
Minister for Environmental Stewardship 

and Advocacy for the PNWUMC.

lobal Mission Fellows assigned to the Seattle Area are sharing a town-
house together in the Rainier Valley, very near Valley & Mountain Fel-
lowship. A fourth person will be joining them in mid-September as an 
intern in the Conference’s new “Creating a Culture of Call” program.

The house was rented by the Seattle District with the cost of rent 
and utilities being shared by the employers. It was furnished by the 
combined efforts of previous US-2s, UMW (especially the District 

Board, Trinity and Kent), and Mary’s Place. Some individuals donated furniture, bedding, 
kitchen gear, etc. Trinity UMW took responsibility for stocking the cupboards with several 
pounds of staple food items.

Our three Seattle Global Mission Fellows, Annabeth Tucker, Gretchen Brown, and Alan 
Allis arrived on September 18. After a couple of days of rest, they had a three-day orienta-
tion to their new neighborhood and city. 

Events included:

• Introduction to Hillman City and Rainier Valley neighborhood
• Drive around to their work sites
• Intro to the transit system, including ferry, light rail and bus
• Meeting with the leader of their twice-monthly Covenant Group, to begin talking about 

their Rule of Life.
• Hike in the old growth forest at Seward Park
• Visiting tourist sites with former US-2s Tara Miller and Liz McDaniel
• Potluck with program alumni and other former missionaries. Two GMFs from Tacoma 

Community House came up for the gathering, one continuing and one new.

They have already started reaching out to their neighbors in the townhouse complex 
with home-baked cookies.

If you would like to establish a Covenant Relationship with Global Mission Fellows in the 
Pacific Northwest, download the Covenant Relationship form at umcmission.org. Send a 
check to the Conference office with the missionary name and code. Provide a copy of the 
Covenant Relationship form to Global Ministries and to Joan Hackett, Conference Secre-
tary on Global Ministries. 

The Rev. Patricia Simpson serves as the superintendent of the Seattle District.

The Rev. John Helmiere of Valley and Mountain Fellowship welcomes Seattle’s Global Mission Fellows
Gretchen Brown, Annabeth Tucker, and Alan Allis during their tour of the Seattle Area.

Our Global Mission Fellows in Seattle

Need help?
Bible study, role play, intergenerational activity and other resources:
bit.ly/creation-care-resources

Gretchen Brown enjoys some downtime as 
she settles into her new home in Seattle.

Welcome to Seattle, Global Mission 
Fellows Alan Allis, Annabeth Tucker,
and Gretchen Brown.

Offshore platform located in the Gulf of 
Mexico, port location Ciudad del Carmen.

Coastal exposure of the Point Aconi Seam (bituminous coal; Pennsylvanian)
exposed at Point Aconi, Nova Scotia.
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By ellen Johanson

or many of us fall is the 
back-to-school season 
when we think of children 
filling their backpacks with 
paper, pens, pencils, cray-
ons, erasers, calculators 
and books and returning 
to the routine of classes 
and homework.  In our 

churches we focus on Christian Education, 
or as some call it, Christian Formation.  We 
search for suitable curricula and jump-start 
the school year with Rally Day or Home-
coming Sunday, but Christian Education 
and Formation is not just for kids.  Adults 
are being formed as Christians too.  It is 
an ongoing process for all of us, so in this 
issue I’d like to focus on new resources for 
Adult Christian Education.

animate
The newest arrival in this series is now 

available called Animate.Practices.  Cover-
ing seven sessions on spiritual practices 
such as Prayer, Food, Worship, Sacra-
ments, Money, Service, and Community, 
this resource features well-known Chris-
tian thinkers, speakers and authors such 
as Brian McLaren, Mike Slaughter, Phyllis 
Tickle and Shane Claiborne. The series is 
designed for people who want to gather to-
gether to learn, challenge, support and love 
one another.  If you enjoy pondering ques-
tions, conversing with others and you’re 
open to the possibility that answers are not 
more important than the questions then 
this series may be for you.  Designed with 
DVD, leader guide and participant journals, 
this resource encourages you to try things 
you may have never tried before, to journey 
with others in faith and to move deeper into 
the spiritual practices mentioned above in-
between your group sessions.  While made 
specifically for young adults, we’ve had 
churches use this resource with high school 
youth and with older adults.  Previous DVDs 
in the series include Animate.Faith and Ani-
mate.Bible but you don’t need to use these 
in any particular order—you just need to 
gather with open hearts and minds and be 

willing to see where this faith journey leads 
you.  Participant journals are highly encour-
aged for each member to read, color, mark 
up, doodle in, illustrate and use.  They may 
be purchased online at www.wearespark-
house.org.  You are also invited to connect 
with the Animate community through social 
media on Facebook, Twitter and Pinterest.

embracing forgiveness
This is the newest DVD in the Embrac-

ing Series by Morehouse Education Re-
sources.  Barbara Cawthorne Crafton, an 
Episcopal priest, spiritual director and au-
thor speaks about what forgiveness is and 
what it isn’t.  The five session study mod-
els how to lead a group through the book 
and DVD.  Each session begins with a 15 
minute video presentation by Rev. Crafton 
followed by interaction with a small group 
of adults meeting with facilitator, Tim Scor-
er, at Trinity Church, Wall Street in New 
York City.  Warm and honest, realistic and 
practical this information on forgiveness 
is helpful on the personal and communal 
level.  The five session titles are: 

• Seventy Times Seven: Really?
• You Have Heart It Said…
• Chipping Away
• How to Start
• Why Forgive?

Based on my preview of this material, I 
think this is one of the best DVDs offered 
in the series.  Embracing is a popular se-
ries including works by Marcus Borg, Phyl-
lis Tickle, Diana Butler Bass, Richard Rohr, 
Walter Brueggemann, Eboo Patel, and 
Kathleen Norris.

revival: faith as Wesley lived it
Adam Hamilton’s resources are always 

popular and frequently requested from the 
RMC.  In fact, many of you have already 
called and asked to reserve this newest 
resource by Rev. Hamilton.  Titled Re-
vival this DVD features a six-week jour-
ney through England with stopping points 
at many places important to Methodists.  

Hamilton believes that John Wesley’s 
message and faith still speak to 21st cen-
tury Christians calling us to a “revival of 
our hearts and souls so that our world may 
be changed.”  You may consider this video 
to be a pilgrimage to define your faith and 
a challenge to revive your spiritual pas-
sion.  In it you will discover the precursors 
to revival, the longing for holiness, what 
happens in a faith crisis, the necessity of 
grace, what works of mercy are and the 
value of persevering to the end.  There is 
also a bonus session titled Why Method-
ism Matters.  We have purchased multiple 
copies of Revival, but please be patient if 
all are checked out at the time you want.  I 
anticipate a waiting list for this resource.

namesake:
When god rewrites Your story

What’s in a name?  Do you know the 
story of your name?  We are so often de-
fined by our names that we don’t think of 
other ways to express who we are.  In bib-
lical times names were of supreme impor-
tance in telling the stories of individuals.  
These stories have lasted for millennia and 
offer us key insights about the nature of 
humans and their relationships with God.  
In scripture names often denoted identity, 
upbringing and character.  If a person met 
God their story, identity and name often 
changed because God’s way and plan for 
people involves transformation.  In this 
study you will explore the lives of Abraham 
and Sarah, Jacob, Naomi, Daniel, Peter 
and an unnamed woman.  The key insights 
you discover in their stories are designed 
to help you see the transformation that 
God can bring in your life.  Are you willing 
to let God rewrite your life?

This resource for women features Rev. 
Jessica LaGrone, Pastor of Worship at 
The Woodlands UMC, in, Texas.  LaGrone 
is one of four women selected by Abingdon 
Press to create resources for the Abingdon 
Women division.  As such she represents 
what many women have asked for – a 
Wesleyan voice in the pantheon of female 
bible teachers. 

to order these resources contact ellen in the regional media center
at 1-800-755-7710 or e-mail media@regionalmediacenter.org.

Ellen Johanson serves as the manager of the Regional Media Center.
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n 1990 the United States Con-
gress passed the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, an important step 
forward in civil rights laws in this 
country.  And that step forward 
was written by a bipartisan group 
of folks who met each week at 
100 Maryland Ave., Washington 
D.C., also known as the Method-
ist Building.  

I had the extraordinary opportunity this 
summer to intern with the General Board of 
Church and Society, working in the Meth-
odist Building.  I would walk into the lobby 
each morning and walk by the quotes from 
Micah 6:8 “and what does the Lord require 
of you but to do justice, and to love kind-
ness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 
and Isaiah 2:4 “they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into prun-
ing-hooks.” En route to my desk with a view 
of the Supreme Court, I’d take a turn by the 

Nico Romeijn-Stout is a student at the Boston School of Theology and is a member of The Pacific Northwest Conference.

By nico romeijn-stout

By Bishop gRant J. hagiya

elevator to head up the stairs, passing gi-
ant copies of the 1908 Methodist Episcopal 
Church’s Social Creed and our current So-
cial Creed (¶166 for those keeping track at 
home).

If you’re anything like me, you’ll need a 
moment to think about all that.  Or grab your 
Bible and Book of Discipline.

We Methodists stand rooted in a long 
tradition of public witness to issues of social 
concern.  It’s integral to our history and our 
theology – the Methodist movement was 
founded on beliefs that loving our neigh-
bors means more than just caring for their 
souls. Our belief in the need for a public wit-
ness to the needs of society is why I walked 
through a lobby adorned with prophetic 
quotes each morning this summer; it’s why 
in 1924 Methodists built a building on Capi-
tol Hill.

That’s a lot about “we,” and I really do 
hope you’ll take some time to read up on it 

all.  But what about you?  If Methodism is to 
continue as a movement, and to continue 
to publicly witness to the greatest needs 
of society, then you, and I, and that person 
who sits on the other end of the pew/row on 
Sundays needs to continue carrying the tra-
dition started by those trouble-making col-
lege students back at Oxford in the 1720s.  
And while John and Charles Wesley may 
have been more interested in asking you 
about your rules for holy living, I’ve got a 
slightly different question for you:

What’s your social creed?
Don’t have one?  That’s ok, I didn’t ei-

ther.  But then I challenged a congregation 
one Sunday to each write their own.  And 
so I wrote mine, and now you, yes you, can 
write your own.  Then share what you came 
up with: talk to someone about it, post it on 
Facebook, preach a sermon, or better yet, 
share it by living it.

Make your faith tangible this fall. 

pple, Inc. has failed us.  I never thought I would say that.  
As an enthusiastic fan of their products, often over and 
against their competitors, that is a difficult thing to say.

One might question my sanity on the eve of their 
iPhone 6 launch which may prove to be one of their 
most successful product launches ever.  The fact that 
the pre-order website crashed under the sheer vol-
ume of orders, some 4 million within 24 hours, is an 
indicator of impending, commercial success.

However, I am standing by my original statement:  “Apple has failed us!”  The 
failure has nothing to do with design, technology, or business, and in fact these 
are all at an all-time high for them.

Apple’s failure has to do with the social responsibility it owes to the global 
society, particularly when it presents itself as a company that will make the 
world a better place by “seeing things differently.” Chasing profit is hardly being 
“different.”

Starting from Apple’s founder, the late Steve Jobs, who was approached by 
Bill Gates to turn to philanthropy and turned down flatly, Apple has neglected 
any obligation to improve the world’s conditions.  Jobs wanted to revolutionize 
the world through technological design and innovation, but did not include com-
passion and generosity as part of that revolution.  The corporate stinginess that 
Jobs’ represented has been inculcated throughout Apple’s culture, and largely 
remains part of his negative legacy.

I recently met the Superintendent of Schools in the Columbus, Ohio area, 
and he explained that they have a corporate account with Apple to supply 
iPads for all of their students.  They spend 1.5 million dollars per year for 
this supply contact, and recently, they were holding a fundraiser in which 
they asked Apple to donate one laptop.  They were turned down flat, and by 
way of explanation, their representative said that it is against their corporate 
policy.  They don’t do that for anybody.  1.5 million dollars, and they can’t 
donate one measly computer!

It is estimated that Apple has cash reserves in excess of between 137-147 
billion dollars – that’s billions with a “B!”  This is more cash reserve than most 
of the countries of our world.  And despite some positive moves by Jobs’ suc-
cessor, Tim Cook, in launching a charitable, corporate-matching program, the 
vast majority of their wealth is not being used or leveraged for any social good. 
Even if they released one percent of the interest in a socially responsible way, 
hundreds of thousands would benefit.

I am not calling for a boycott of Apple products, and the irony is that I am 
writing this blog from a Mac.  However, we must prophetically challenge Apple 
to be more socially responsible. Instead of making corporate profits the solitary 
bottom line, they should step up in philanthropy and social change to the same 
degree that they want to revolutionize the world technologically.

The iPhone 6 will launch this week, and later the Apple Watch and other 
products will continue to roll out.  In the frenzy of buying these products, let us 
as United Methodist Christians remind Apple of its obligation to better the world 
in compassion and charity, not just in technology and design.

According to their PR, Apple’s goal is to transform the world.  Their only hope 
of truly accomplishing that is when their compassion equals their technology. 

Be the Hope,

 

Bishop Grant
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note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed from the time of publication.
For an updated calendar, including local church events, visit www.pnwumc.org/calendar.

noveMBeR 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26 27 28 29 30 31 1
• Board of Pensions @ 

PnWumc
• Puget sound chrysalis 

Planning meeting @ 
mason umc

2 3 4
• Board of 

congregational 
Development @ 
PnWumc

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12
• Board of ordained 

ministry – executive 
committee @ kent 
uMc

13
• Board of ordained 

ministry – full Board 
meeting @ kent umc

14 15
• creating cultures 

of congregational 
generosity @ christ 
umc (Portland, ore.)

16 17 18 19 20
• Board of Discipleship @ 

PnWumc

21 22

• Board of laity @ 
PnWumc

23 24 25 26 29

30 1 2 3 4 5 6

• PnW cabinet @ PnWumc

• fort flagler 2014 @ fort flagler state Park

• middle school retreat @ camp indianola

• fort flagler 2014 
@ fort flagler 
state Park

octoBeR 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

28 29 30 1 2 3 4
• Weaving our 

strengths @ university 
congregational ucc

5 6 7
• Board of 

congregational 
Development @ 
PnWumc

8 9 10 11
• creating 

congregational 
cultures of generosity 
@ christ umc 
(Portland, ore.)

12 13 14 15 16
• Board of Discipleship 

@ PnWumc

17
• tuell center staff 

meeting @ PnWumc

18
• Board of laity @ 

PnWumc
• a new Heaven and a 

new earth: cultural 
competency training 
for the northwest 
(introductory) @ st. 
Peter’s umc

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
• open seattle Youth 

ministry training 
@ seattle Pacific 
university

• Healthy Boundaries 
201

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

• gathering of the orders @ red lion Hotel Yakima center

• PnW cabinet meeting @ PnWumc

• cef2014: may the circle Be unbroken @ 
millennium maxwell House Hotel

• cef2014: may the circle Be unbroken @ 
millennium maxwell House Hotel

27

• thanksgiving (the 
conference office is 
closed.)

28

• the conference 
office is closed.

Insights

ave you even heard of Lazy Daze? Perhaps you haven’t 
– even if you are an older adult, a baby boomer, a 
young(er) adult or perhaps an active pastor.  (Yes, I re-
cently heard that some pastors were asked about Lazy 

Daze, and they basically said “What is that?”)
Lazy Daze is a two-day retreat for older adults and baby boomers 

held every September at Lazy F Camp. On September 15, 2014, 
the Rev.  John Shaffer shared a helpful view of “Lazy Daze” on the 
Pacific Northwest UMC News Blog (bit.ly/lazy-daze).  At the conclu-
sion of Lazy Daze on Sept. 11, both John and I said we would do 
what we could to “promote” Lazy Daze as soon as we could.

John’s first promo is well worth reading, for it gives the basics 
of Lazy Daze in a straight forward way.  My effort is this column.  
I’ll mention some basics too, but my primary focus is to help oth-
ers understand some of the value of those two days from my own 
experience and what I observed in September.

Lazy Daze, as the column title erroneously suggests, is not re-
ally “lazy”.  The name is a gentle play on the Lazy F camp’s name.  
But while Lazy Daze is not lazy, it is relaxed.  Our time is not over-
scheduled.  There is enough time for campers to both enjoy each 
other and take alone-time when that’s desired.

There are designated activities offered, but participants can 
choose whether or not to, well, participate.  Each year, those activi-
ties can change depending in part on the gifts offered by participants.

This year, one person brought enough supplies for a good num-
ber of campers to create a macramé “welcome necklace” he first 
discovered at a church in Hawaii.  Visitors to that church were of-
fered this kind of necklace as a gesture of friendship.  A good num-
ber of Lazy Daze folks created their own necklaces.

One of the constants of Lazy Daze is what I would informally 
call a “workshop”.  (For instance: some years ago, I led a multiple-
session workshop dealing with aging issues.) This year, Jim and 
Nancy Davis led a 3-part workshop about “Wells of Faith”.

They led us through some focused – and helpful – conversa-
tions about where our spiritual resources lie deep with us.  We also 
discovered, in gentle ways, some wonderful sharing of those re-
sources with each other.

The spirituality of aging can be such a rich tool for us to use 
every day of our lives.  But to use it effectively, we need to be intel-
lectually and spiritually curious enough to realize thinking the same 
thoughts every day won’t help us much! A healthy spiritual journey 
is not a “marching-in-place” journey, folks.

A few days at Lazy Daze can be a wonderful reminder that the 
journey is never over, and it doesn’t need to be traveled alone.  
Lazy Daze does happen only once a year, and for only two days.  
But it provides a relaxed, inviting atmosphere among renewed and 
new friendships that can encourage us to refresh our spiritual curi-
osities for another step forward in our own journeys.  So consider 
marking down September 15-17, 2015 on your calendar.  

That is our next gathering date for a relaxing, but not lazy, Lazy 
Daze! 

By the Rev. paul gRaves
[elderadvocates@nctv.com]

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as the chair for the
Conference Council on Older Adult Ministries.



A small group will be visiting Washington, 
D.C. for an in depth look at issues relating 

to the environment and environmental 
justice.  Listen to speakers, participate in 

workshops, attend noon time chapel and go 
on field trips from our base in The United 

Methodist Building next to the U.S. Capitol 
and the Supreme Court.

for more information contact:
Ann Eachus • ann@eachus.org

Mission Fair • Banquet • Worship
Program with Bishop Hope Morgan Ward

n October 2012, Thomas Kemper secretary of Glob-
al Ministries visited Salmon Creek UMC and spoke 
to many about the current state of missions.  Be-

cause of this event’s success, many requested a follow-
up event…this is it! 

Next year, Bishop Hope Morgan Ward of The North 
Carolina Annual Conference will visit the four corners of 
the Pacific Northwest in April 2015.  Ward is the President 
of the Board of Global Ministries and will share her unique 
perspective on the state of UMC mission in the world.

She is also an inspiring speaker with stories as Bish-
op of Mississippi during and after Hurricane Katrina.

Each location will feature similar programming.  
Contact local church or UMW or District Secretary of 
Global Ministries.  You can also e-mail Joan Hackett at 
revkeithjoan@hotmail.com or 360-696-1615. 

tickets $8 each location
Purchase tickets • bit.ly/tickets-fcmc

By Joan hackett

SUN
April 12

Bothell uMc
4:30 pm Mission Fair

5:00 Banquet 
Worship and Program

spokane Valley umc
5:00 pm Mission Fair

6:30 Banquet
Worship and Program

THUrS
April 9

salmon creek umc
4:30 pm Mission Fair  

6:00 Banquet 
Worship and Program

SAT
April 11

Yakima Wesley umc
5:00 Mission Fair

6:30 Banquet
Worship and Program

Fri
April 10


