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n honor of April Fools’ Day, our 
Channels columnists have play-
fully switched columns - just for 
this month - in a fun way to share 
their monthly messages through 
different perspectives!

For example, in this month’s “Musings 
& Younger Perspectives”, the Rev. Paul 
Graves (our Conference Council on 
Older Adult Ministries chair) has penned 
a message geared towards our young 
people.  Meanwhile, Douglas Ferguson 
(a young person within our PNW com-
munity) has taken over writing duties for 
“Nurturing Elders & Others”. 

Greater Northwest Area Bishop Grant 
J. Hagiya has blessed Channels with a 
message for laity in “Journeys” as Con-
ference Lay Leader Joan Holms pres-
ents a message in the Bishop’s column, 
“Adapting to Lead”.

We hope these offerings promote quality 
conversation for our readers as we enter 
into the season of spring!   

Happy reading!

Jesse n. love
Print & Publications Manager
PNWUMC 
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elebrate our ef-
forts to end the 
threat of Malaria 
with our Imag-
ine No Malaria 
5K Fun Run 
(and Stroll). All 

ages and abilities are invited 
to run and walk our easy 5K 
course. All registration costs 
will go to our Pacific Northwest 
United Methodist Church’s goal 
of raising $500,000 for Imagine 
No Malaria.

Challenge your friends, fam-
ily and churches to join in the run themselves, or support your run with donations, cheers, and 
prayers.  Everyone who participates will get a t-shirt as well as  the satisfaction of helping defeat 
malaria.

You don’t need to be a member or participant at PNWUMC Annual Conference to participate in 
the run.  Simply register at bit.ly/v2v_5krun for the run itself.  If you are a PNWUMC Annual Con-
ference member or participant, you will also need to register here for the run. 

our the amazing 
work of our Pa-
cific Northwest 
United Meth-
odist new faith 
communities in 
our Vancouver 

To Vancouver (V2V) Bike Ride.  
We’ll start in Vancouver BC on 
May 29 and spend four days 
riding to arrive in Vancouver, 
Wash. on June 1.  Along the 
way, we’ll meet and celebrate the new faith communities started by the Pacific Northwest United 
Methodist Church.

 Riders can join the CORE team for the entire ride, gear up to ride for a single day, or take part 
in a festival trail ride scheduled along the route.

 Register now at bit.ly/v2v_5krun. All registration fees will go to support our PNWUMC “We See 
A New Church” Ministry Fund Drive and its goal of raising $950,000 to support planting 48 new faith 
communities by 2024.

Upon registering, riders will receive an information pack and ideas for fundraising.  There is no 
minimum fundraising goal for riders, but we encourage each rider to challenge their friends, family 
or church to support their ride with donations, cheering, and prayers. 

News Now

Connecting with stories making 
headlines from the UMC into April

Whenever you see 
The Shelf icon 

beside an article in 
Channels, Regional 

Media Center Manager 
Ellen Johanson has 

carefully chosen a video 
that compliments the 
story you are reading 

in an effort to help 
further your interest 

in a particular topic or 
theme.

t’s all about learning to love 
God, love others.

When I first started out 
as a volunteer Sunday 

School superintendent which 
quickly led to being the Christian 
education coordinator, I didn’t 
have a clue about where to be-
gin, what to do it with, or who to 
help me. I would have loved to 
have connected to someone on 
the Internet or Googled “Chris-
tian Education 101” or sent out 
pleas on my FB page! 

Today, I bask in the sun-
shine of a group known as CEF 
– Christians Engaged in Faith 
formation. People just like me 
who want to share ideas and 
learn from one another. You 
can check them out on www.
cefumc.org. 

Even better would be to at-
tend their bi-ennial conference, 
held this year in October in the 
Mecca of Country Music, Nash-
ville, Tenn. It is a fabulous expe-
rience: networking with people 
across the U.S., learning and 
gathering resources from myri-
ads of folks who have been at it 
for awhile or have new ideas, or 
simply enjoying the energy and 
adventure of being with others 
in the ministry. AND, even if 
you aren’t a country music fan, 
the opening night dinner is in 
the Country Music Hall of fame, 
and who wouldn’t want to see 
Elvis’ pink Cadillac or Reba’s 
favorite dress? 

By the Rev.
caRolyn peteRson

For more information or to volunteer for the V2V bike ride or if you’d like to volunteer for the INM 5K to help 
with the registration table, water stops, first aid center, or cheer squad, contact Curtis Brown (cbrown@

pnwumc.org).  For more on PNWUMC’s Imagine No Malaria campaign visit www.greaternw.org/inm.  
For more information and to donate to PNWUMC’s “We See A New Church” Ministry Fund Drive

and Imagine No Malaria visit www.pnwumc.org/mfd.

Imagine No Malaria 5K

The Rev. Carolyn Peterson
serves as discipleship pastor

at Olympia: First UMC.

www.pnwumc.org/mfd

1. pRay foR oso: God is with us and will strengthen and guide us through these difficult days. As 
the Search and Rescue continues, please pray for those impacted by this disaster as well as their 
families and friends. Also pray for the safety of the Search and Rescue teams.

2. do not visit oso: Please do not drive to Oso or the surrounding area and volunteer to work. This 
impedes the work of Disaster Response personnel.

3. We aRe on standBy: UMCOR has been and continues to be advised of our situation and is 
standing by to provide additional assistance. Trained United Methodist Emergency Response Teams 
are currently standing by and waiting to respond when the disaster officials will allow them into the 
disaster site. Currently your Disaster Response Team has been and continues to work collaboratively 
with many other faith-based and voluntary organizations.

4. send Money, not stuff: Please do not send “stuff” such as donations of clothing, household 
supplies, etc. United Methodists relieve suffering by our donations of money through the PNW Con-
ference Office or through UMCOR. Cash donations can be used for the most urgent needs and can 
be tailored to each individual’s situation through case management. When sending donations to the 
Conference Office, please mark the donations with “PnW conference advance special #352.”

5. consult the MasteR plan: For questions about what your local church can be doing at this 
time, please consult the “master Plan for Disaster Preparedness, response and recovery” at bit.ly/
pnw-disaster-plan. Find “Section Four, Local Church,” and download the plan as a unit or in sections. 

The Rev. Dr. L. George Abrams and the Rev. Stan Norman serve as
the Disaster Response Team Coordinator (UMCOR) for the PNWUMC.

5 things your church needs to know
oso Mudslide:

By the Rev. dR. l. geoRge aBRaMs

To receive disaster response updates, subscribe to channels express!
E-mail channels@pnwumc.org to be added to our e-mailing list.

On March 22, Oso, 
Wash. experienced 
a massive mudslide 
devastating the 
landscape with 21 
confirmed deaths and 
many more missing.  
The PNW Disaster 
Response effort is 
currently on standby 
as new information 
comes in. 
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By PnW’s camPing & retreat ministries

By ann eachus

his year, Camping and Retreat Ministries has been blessed to welcome two new 
directors to our Camping family!  Darin Gemmer joined the team as Director at Indi-
anola earlier this year, and Brandon Sheer has just joined us recently as the Director 
at Ocean Park. Both bring a wealth of experience and a passion for this ministry. 
Have you been involved in the ministries at Camp Indianola or Ocean Park Retreat 
Center?  Say hello and extend a warm welcome!

Darin gemmer  
Camp Indianola

Darin joined the Indianola team in January of 2014 after several years of ministry at area 
camps and Youth for Christ. He brings a fresh perspective and energy to the beauty and tradition 
of Camp Indianola. When he’s not working at camp he’s likely chasing around his three young 
children, tinkering with something, or riding his bike on the trails.

Check out the PNW Camp Catalog 
at bit.ly/pnw-camp-catalog (or ask 
for a printed catalog by e-mailing 

camping@pnwumc.org)

Visit pnwcamps.org for more 
information on

The PNW’s sacred sites!

Brandon scheer  
Ocean Park Retreat Center

Brandon Scheer was born and raised in St. Louis, Mo.  He attended Concordia University major-
ing in Christian Education, always with the intention of working in camping ministry.  He has over 
four years of experience as a program director and looks forward to the ministry of site director.

 He and his family moved to OPRC from Vancouver, Wash. They enjoy camping, biking, and 
hiking. He is looking forward to exploring the area with his wife, Carole and two preschool sons, 
Micah and Jonah. 

camping & retreat ministries
Website

summer camps 2014
pnW camp catalog

Special thanks to Sarah Robinson.

eace with Justice” grants are being offered by The United Methodist Church 
and The PNW Conference’s Church and Society Action Team.  The Peace 
with Justice program supports programs and projects with a mission of 
building shalom.

Proposals are welcome from local United Methodist churches, ecumeni-
cal bodies, or private non-profit organizations.  Innovative, creative projects 

promoting community, national, world peace, or addressing civil liberties or social justice 
issues will be given priority.  

Funding is limited - so requests should be for $1,000 or less.  

Applications should include 
numbered responses on one 
page answering the following:

  
1. name of organization

2. religious institution 
(Private or non-Profit?)

3. summary of organization’s 
purpose, history and 
current programs

4. summary of need for 
project

5. Have you received a Peace 
with Justice grant(s) 
previously? When (Date)?

6. Project title

7. Description of project

8. amount requested and 
funding period to be 
covered

9. contact person, title, 
e-mail, mailing address, 
and phone

Ann Eachus serves as the PNW Conference Church and Society Action Team Chair

applications are due
may 24, 2014 by e-mail
in Word (.doc) format

to ann eachus
(ann@eachus.org)

Darin gemmer  Brandon scheer (and family)
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fter days of deluge, the clouds finally parted in 
the second week of March for the Western Ju-
risdictional Camp Network Gathering at Camp 
Magruder in Rockaway Beach, Ore.  This bi-
ennial event (held on March 10 - March 13, 
2014) was started up again for directors, 
leaders, and staff of Camps and Confer-

ences in the Western Jurisdiction as a time to gather together, 
learn from each other, and look toward the future of Camp and 
Retreat Ministries in the United Methodist Church.

Executive Director of Camping & Retreat Ministries Alan Rog-
stad, Registrar Sarah Robinson, and Camping Board of Stewards 
member Peter Fraser helped kick off the event with some new and 
classic camp songs, while Board Chair Joyce O’Connor-Magee 
led the group of about 70 in a moving devotional.  Site Directors 
and representatives from all four of our Pacific Northwest camps 
were there to participate in the sharing of ideas, as well as some 
key Pacific Northwest Conference leaders.  Kristina Gonzalez led 
a well-attended, insightful, and thoughtful workshop on diversity in 
outdoor ministries, while PNW Treasurer Brant Henshaw helped 
facilitate conversation about camp finances with Oregon-Idaho Di-
rector of Stewardship and Finance, Bill Mullette-Bauer.  

Christy Dirren, former Camp Leader and Youth worker gave 

Sarah Robinson serves as camp registrar for Camping & Retreat Ministries in the PNWUMC.

an innovative workshop as she detailed how she is bringing camp 
alumni and others together in new and novel ways in a New Faith 
Community in Portland.  She led the group in looking at missional 
vs. attractional models of community.  In the changing world of the 
church, she challenged camp leaders to look at how we can en-
gage in year-round community-building, with camp as the jumping 
off point, and that camp leaders can encourage campers to live 
faith outside of camp.  They can take it home and see God in their 
daily lives and live out their faith in many ways.

Bishop Grant Hagiya spoke mid-week about innovation, lead-
ership, and how camps can assist local churches and thrive.  
“Camping programs are critical for our success on the local church 
level,” he stated.  Like with churches, success requires risk-taking, 
entrepreneurialism, experimentation, and change agents, and the 
camps have to model this on their level.  He spoke about the bal-
ance between mastery and originality, but also the importance of 
utilizing natural spaces to allow new ideas to form, such as when 
in the midst God’s creation.  “All the time when you’ve been away 
is when you’ve had your most innovative ideas,” he said, gestur-
ing to the sun-drenched lakeside.  

A National Gathering for our camp leadership is scheduled at 
Epworth By the Sea in St. Simon’s Island, Ga. in 2015. 

By saRah RoBinson

Alan Rogstad, Dave Burfeind, Bishop Grant J. Hagiya, Tyler Wagner, Darin Gemmer and Brandon Scheer
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n Saturday, March 8, Seattle’s Queen Anne 
UMC welcomed famed philosopher and 
activist Dr. Cornel West.  He is also a pro-
fessor at Union Theological Seminary in 
New York, the alma mater of some of our 
PNW Clergy (including the Rev. Dr. Sha-
ron Moe).  Queen Anne UMC invited West 

to speak to the local community on Abraham 
Joshua Heschel, whom West reveres as a liter-

ary, philosophical “soul-mate”.  
About 250 people filled the fairly-large sanctuary – a place that 

has graced many other speakers through QAUMC’s speaker-se-
ries, The Well.  Dr. West’s visit drew many from the Seattle Area 
community and outwards, eager to hear a spirited delivery by the 
guest speaker on issues of faith, social justice, truth-naming, and 
a whole lot more.  

So, who was Abraham Joshua Heschel? He was one of the 
country’s most influential rabbis, possibly the most influential in the 
20th century.  Heschel wrote some of the most important works on 
Sabbath, prophets and humankind’s search for God.  He wrote in 
the Jewish tradition, but much of his work has been seen as tran-
scending tradition.  

In a time of deep Jewish-Christian tension and mistrust, he 
made long lasting relationships with Reinhold Niebuhr, one of the 
20th Century’s greatest Christian theologians, and with the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  Heschel was at the Selma March and the 
March on Washington.  He worked against the Vietnam War, and 
he worked with the Vatican during Vatican II to ensure that new 
liturgy did not perpetuate the anti-Semitism of the old liturgy.

Dr. West’s examination was richly presented, touching on his 
soulful connection with Heschel with musings on piety, poetry, and 
being a prophetic witness for humanity.  Here are just a few high-
lights from West’s presentation:

By Jesse n. love, the Rev. katie ladd and pastoR kaRen yokota

on money and Power
• West says, “People do what they want to do because they 

have the big money and power to do it.  They don’t care.  
With so much power, one doesn’t even feel any longer 
because they don’t have to generate an argument due to the 
sheer facticity that power allows one to get away with no ac-
countability, no responsibility, no culpability, whatsoever.  

the three Pillars of Piety
• For Heschel, there are Three Pillars of Piety.  They are re-

membrance, reverence and resistance.  

• Remembrance is “ancestor appreciation”.  Remembrance is 
refusing to look forward without first looking back to connect 
with the best voices, visions and viewpoints that go into the 
shaping of who you are.  

• Reverence is something that cuts deeper than the surface.  
West asks, “What does it mean to be human?  He considers 
Heschel was a man of “a spiritual royalty.” He was a man who 
lived in poverty but always carried himself as though he was 
a part of religious nobility and a spiritual royalty.  

• Resistance is a matter of what kind of human one is to be.  
Resistance is not just a narrow, political sense, nor is it a mat-
ter of attending a demonstration or reading the right newspa-
per.  When you unpack the notion of piety from those three 
pillars, you’ve already unpacked a sense of an alternative 
world - and that’s the connection with the poetic.

on Vulnerability
• Great artists project a sense of vulnerability and lay their 

souls on the table.  The vulnerability that Heschel expressed 

in his work is what is necessary today.  West 
says, in today’s world we are bombarded 
with copies rather than originals, bombarded 
with imitations and emulations in order to 
be successful, rather than inventions and 
creations in order to be great.  

• Racism is a Satanism and a disease of the 
soul and a callousness of the heart and 
mind.

• Heschel had a radical gentleness and a 
subversive sweetness.  There can be no se-
rious struggle for justice without tenderness, 
sweetness and gentleness.  It doesn’t mean 
you don’t have tenacity and it doesn’t mean 
you don’t have strong critique.  

• Things get flattened out when it’s market 
driven – when it’s all about money.  There’s 
no substance.  Heschel said, “American 
culture is becoming nothing but a gold rush, 
and such a gold rush that the only thing that 
one can worship is a golden calf.” “And that’s 
idolatry shot right across the board – I don’t 
care what color you are,” says West.

Dr. West’s work as a whole embodies a struggle 
for justice, naming hard truths, and finding a way 
forward together.  “Listening to Cornel West was 
inspirational and challenging.  I was really moved 
by his description of Heschel’s understanding of 
piety as remembrance, reverence and resistance.  
I can’t wait for his new book,” shares the Rev. Lara 
Bolger of Seattle: Blaine UMC.

Jonathan Vester, a young person in atten-
dance was very enthusiastic about West’s visit to 
The Well, “Dr. Cornel West is a very inspirational 
person.  It’s kind of hard for me because I have 
my own struggles; he explains how you can get 
past all that and do better.  Besides, he’s a funny 
guy.  He’s just inspirational…he makes you actu-
ally want to do something.”

The Rev. Katie Ladd, pastor of Queen Anne 
UMC shares her thoughts on this night’s presen-
tation and discussion, “The most rewarding part 
of an event like that is the energy in the room, 
the people from all over the area, and the ac-
cess folks have to someone they normally would 
not get to meet.  All of these things - interfaith 
partnerships, struggling toward a more just and 
compassionate world, and neighborliness - are 
part of the United Methodist tradition and they 
are constitutive of The Well.” 

For more information on The Well at Queen Anne UMC, 
visit qaumc.org/the-well.  You can download a summary 
of Dr. Cornel West’s examination on Abraham Joshua 

Heschel at bit.ly/notes_cornelwest.

The Rev. Katie Ladd serves as pastor of Queen Anne 
UMC.  Pastor Karen Yokota serves as pastor of Whitney 
Memorial and Milton UMCs.  Jesse N. Love serves as 

print & publication manager for the PNWUMC.

Dr. Cornel West on Abraham Joshua Heschel

Ideas & Inspiration Ideas & Inspiration

Attendees of The Well had an awesome opportuni-
ty to connect with Dr. Cornel West to discuss ways 
to inspire students, increase unity and diversity, 
and to get West’s thoughts on fair wages.  West 
drew a broad, multi-ethnic, multi-generational audi-
ence to Queen Anne United Methodist Church.



Read about Julie at

By Julia fRisBie

When the United Methodist Church 
started working on Imagine No 
Malaria in 2008, a child died every 
30 seconds from malaria. Now 
it’s every 60 seconds. That’s still 
way too many kids dying. But the 
declining death rate shows us that 
this is a fight we can win!

13 Health Boards-- small teams of pastors, 
lawmakers, and community leaders-- are steering 
Imagine No Malaria’s efforts on the ground. 
They’re coming up with solutions that are culturally 
appropriate. As they successfully apply for grants from 
Imagine No Malaria, they’re also developing skills that 
will help them get grants from other organizations. 
That’s one way that God is multiplying our efforts.

To date, Imagine No Malaria has trained 
11,600 volunteer health care workers in 
Africa. These people serve in the hardest-
to-reach areas. They’re expanding access 
to healthcare, one village at a time. With 
every net distribution, thousands of new 
volunteers come out of the woodwork, 
going door-to-door to hang nets and 
educate their neighbors.

We’ve become international experts in bed-net 
distribution and awareness campaigns. Powerful partners 
-- such as The Global Fund, the United Nations, and the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation -- have reached out to 
us. Governments in Africa jump at the chance of having 
us as implementing partners for their national malaria 
control programs. Imagine No Malaria is making the 
United Methodist Church more visible and more vital.

Learn more at www.greaternw.org/imagine-no-malaria.

Bishop Grant J. Hagiya 
has challenged UMCs in 
Washington, Idaho, Oregon, 
and Alaska to raise $1 million 
for this cause. Let’s rise to 
that challenge. There are 
lots of ways to get involved. 
Consider giving your…

Prayers Presence

Service

Witness

Pray for our partners in Africa Support your church and 
INM, in person or virtually

$10 can save a life.
How many lives could you save?

Tell the story of Imagine No Malaria.
Share this poster with a friend!

Gifts
*If you would like to 
help, email Julia Frisbie 
at inm@greaternw.org.

Volunteer at a church event 
or be an Organizer*

Greater Northwest Bishop Grant Hagiya with INM Field Coordinator Julia Frisbie
and INM Steering Committee Chair Emilie Kroen.
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everal months ago, Trinia, a mem-
ber of Grace UMC, learned about the 
“Seeds of Faith Initiative” from an-
other church member.  Many, many 
years ago, this Initiative was started at 
Grace and was inspired by the scrip-
ture found in Matthew 25:14-30, “The 

parable of the Bags of Gold” - you took the path of 
the man with the five bags of gold and harvested to 
double what God entrusted you with.  

In what ways could we emulate this parable to help 
support our church and our local community?  

Trinia was a little skeptical about the Initiative at 
first, but once the church made the announcement, 
you could feel the excitement in the congregation.  
We discussed the Initiative with others and agreed 
that the timing was right to embark upon reviving the 
“Seeds of Faith Initiative”.  There was buzz within the 
congregation for several weeks.  People were coming 
up with great ideas and projects to help them double 
seed money in the amount of $20.  

Mary, a member of Grace UMC, took her $20 and 
styled hair, cleaned homes and baked a dozen sweet 
potato pies among other odd-jobs.  She turned her 
$20 into $220.  Lori, another member of Grace UMC, 
supported the Seeds of Faith Initiative by inviting fam-
ily members to match funds.  Immediate family mem-
bers (parents, two sisters and son) were contacted 

The Rev. Larry Blackstock serves as the pastor for Seattle: Grace UMC.
Special thanks to Michelle Benson.

By the Rev. laRRy Blackstock
Photos By WikiMedia coMMons 36 Parables: Yellow 

(Buried talent)
d4494

This short film pro-
vides a new look at an 
ancient, familiar par-
able.  As part of a series 
designed to introduce 
people to bible study, 
this DVD contains three 
contemporary re-enact-
ments of Jesus’ parables 
that are thought-provok-
ing and inspiring.  There 
is a companion study 
guide for each parable. 
These are great resourc-
es for increasing biblical 
literacy and encouraging 
people to apply the time-
less wisdom contained 
in Jesus’ parables to life 
today.

E-mail Ellen Johanson at 
ejohanson@pnwumc.org 
to reserve this resource, 

today! 

and asked if they would like to match at least 
$20.  With their contributions, $220 was collected 
and returned to Grace!

As the pastor of Grace UMC I was actually 
reluctant to receive $20 for the Seeds of Faith 
campaign.  I had no idea what I could do to “mul-
tiply” the $20.  Several weeks into the event, an 
old friend unexpectedly called me and asked if I 
would officiate his dad’s funeral.  So, I spent my 
$20 driving across town to his house to prepare 
and then perform the service.  I decided what-
ever he gave me for this, would be the “talents” I 
would return to the church.

It was my joy to hand $200 to two committee 
members on a Sunday morning.  The “Parable 
of the Talents” jumped out of the Bible and into 
Grace UMC!  As one person said, “Now that’s a 
God thing!”  Amen!

The amount of return was far beyond any-
thing anyone expected.  Through the good works 
of members at Grace UMC, the church was able 
to harvest $5,256 which went into the general 
fund to pay the church’s bills.  Trinia, who was 
skeptical at first about the initiative shares, “the 
outcome helped to deepen her faith regarding 
the work that God is doing at Grace.”

What are some “talents” that you can return to 
support your local church? 

he “Jars” campaign is an 
annual collection taken be-
tween Easter and Annual 
Conference to support the 
two Jamaa Letu Orphanag-
es, a ministry of The United 

Methodist Church in the city of Lubum-
bashi in southern Congo which PNW Con-
ference has supported since 2000. More 
than 70 children and teens are in care.

The label is designed to be taped 
or glued to jars or cans. There are also 
some ideas for using the jars. Such as 
sending home labels with parishioners 
and inviting them to bring their donations 
in early June to a large jar (or two?) at 
the church.

This offering is typically observed 
in the time between Easter and Annual 
Conference. The funds are brought to 
Annual Conference (in a check, please) 
or sent to the PNW Conference treasur-
er’s office with other remittances.

Even as Lent begins, it’s time to think 
ahead to Eastertide and the annual time 
of receiving funds for two Jamaa Letu or-
phanages. 

The two Jamaa Letu orphanages (one for girls and one for boys in different parts of 
the city of Lubumbashi) are ministries of The United Methodist Church in the South Congo 
Conference.  The Pacific Northwest Conference is partnered with the South Congo Con-
ference for ministry with children and provides most of the financial support for the two 
orphanages.  This financial support comes from churches and individuals of the PNW 
Conference.  

The opportunity is offered to sponsor a child with a suggested annual donation of $493.  
More than one sponsorship is needed to fund the support of one child or teen.  Funds may 
be donated directly to the Conference Office (P.O. Box 13650, Des Moines, WA 98198.  
Indicate in the memo: HFCA). 

For more information and photos of the children,
visit www.hopeforthechildrenofAfrica.com or the Facebook page, bit.ly/hfca-fb.

Hi Mama Barbara, 

I hope this finds you in good health. The boys and I 

are all fine. 
I just wanted to tell you that we had to take in a one-

and-a-half year boy on Wednesday at the police station 

in the Gambela Suburb. He was abandoned 10 days ear-

lier in front of a nun’s convent gate. A woman who was a 

Good Samaritan and had compassion for the child agreed 

to take care of him while the social affairs office did their 

investigations. They requested if we could take the boy 

since their investigations were in vain and because the 

lady is a widow without means. So we did not hesitate to 

take the boy. The following day he went through medical 

examinations and the results will be ready at a later time.

When he was discovered, the boy was sick and skin-

ny. The nuns took him to the hospital and bought some 

medicine for him.
His name is Joseph Kafweta Naweji.  He was named 

Joseph by the nuns, and we added Kafweta Naweji, 

named after the only man we have in our work team. 

Best regards,

Mama Nana

nce again, a child has been brought to the Jamaa Letu Orphanage by the au-
thorities in Lubumbashi. This time it is a toddler who was abandoned.  Once 
again, the church has been trusted to raise a child.  

This e-mail was received on February 28 from the director of the boys’ 
orphanage, Mama Nana Olangi Fatuma.

By BaRBaRa dadd shaffeR

By
BaRBaRa dadd shaffeR

DOWNLOAD the label for
“Jars for Jamaa Letu” at

www.hopeforthechildrenofAfrica.com or the 
Facebook page, bit.ly/hfca-fb.
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By the Rev. paul gRaves  Photo By WikiMedia coMMons, et. al

morning coffee: unity D4537  
This DVD is part of a series that combines a bold blend of exotic and interesting flavors (topics) to spark 

discussion about the basics of the Christian faith. You’ll be amazed at how easily conversations begin when 
discussing the following themes over a cup of coffee:  making right what got all so twisted (Revelation), words 
that create--words that tear down (conversation and listening) and unity (in Christ there is no east or west).  
What can be taken from this study and applied to the intergenerational conversation or dance going on in 
churches across our connection?

E-mail Ellen Johanson at ejohanson@pnwumc.org to reserve this resource, today!

ear Amy (Pazan) and 
Emma (Donohew), 

I write this open letter to 
you in partial response to your 
passionate and welcome ad-

vocacy of young adults in separate PNW 
Blogs earlier this year.  I also write to you 
as “stand-ins” for other young adults in our 
PNW churches who seek healthier connec-
tions with older persons in their churches.

In July of 2013, the Conference Council 
on Older Adult Ministries began our own 
conversation on the significance of urging 
young adults and older adults to engage 
one another in more significant and trans-
formative ways. 

I have invited you both, Amy and Emma, 
to meet with us.  Given your own sched-
ules, I hope you or someone of your choos-
ing will join us that day at the Conference 
Office in Des Moines.

In the meantime, allow me to reflect on 
your well-spoken desires for genuine inter-
generational conversations.

Incidentally, did you know that the mid-
14th century meaning of “conversation” 
was “living together”?  That suggests con-
versation can focus less on “talk” and more 
on the acts of living together.

One of the wonderful metaphorical ways 
we live together is to dance.  So please ac-
cept my invitation to join me in an Intergen-
erational Dance.  (Hopefully I can keep this 
metaphor going in helpful ways here.)

Who invites who to this dance? That 
isn’t a flippant question! Amy, you spoke 
of a “lack of acceptance” of young persons 
-- particularly LGBTQ people as your ex-
ample – by adults.  You wanted adults to 
“allow them to be fully themselves in your 
presence.” You said that well, and we older 
adults certainly need to be more welcoming 
of all young adults, regardless of how we 
label them. 

But it might surprise you that older adults 
also need to be “allowed” too, regardless of 

editor’s note: Paul Graves, chair of the PNW’s Conference Council on Older Adult Ministries 
has been designated to write this month’s Musings & Younger Perspectives column!  Enjoy 
some wit and wisdom as Graves shares how both young and older adults can participate in 

the art of living together through the intergenerational dance. Happy reading!

who we might be.  We too can feel a simi-
lar lack of acceptance from young adults.  
Maybe it’s a tribal thing.  This isn’t a “blame” 
statement, but more of a confession that our 
reactions to young adults may come from a 
similar fear of “you” as you have of “us”.

So who invites who to the intergenera-
tional dance is not an either/or question.  

Let’s take the responsible risk to reach out 
to each other with that invitation to dance 
together, to conversation that softens our 
defenses and allows us to dance joyfully 
together.

Each of us have so many different 
dances to share with different people.  This 
reminds me of the important emphasis, 
Emma, that you made about stories.  “Each 
young adult has a unique story that can 
contribute much to the church’s ethos and 
future, if only we would stop to hear them 
and let them be healed in our communities 
of faith.”

Yes, young adults have their own stories 
to share with older adults.  We too have 
our stories we hope to share with you.  So 
maybe when we choose to dance together, 
we can remember it is perfectly alright to sit 
out a dance or two on the sidelines, and just 
visit with each other.

We each have stories that are signifi-
cant to us, regardless of our ages.  But 
each of us needs to know that even if 
those stories aren’t as significant to others, 
we are.  That act of offering significance is 
far more important than remembering the 
details of a given story.

Another word for that significance is 
“respect”.  Regardless of our ages, Amy, 
Emma -- and whoever else might read this 
-- we all seek the inner reminder of our own 
worth that someone else’s respect gives us.  
We may not use God-language to describe 
that worth, but God is where it begins.

God has actually invited us to this Inter-
generational Dance.  Which one of us leads 
a particular dance may be important for 
our relationship.  But I suspect who leads 
isn’t as important to God.  But perhaps God 
smiles when we are ready to reach out our 
hands and hearts in invitation to dance to-
gether.  Let’s do that! 

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as the chair of the 
Conference Council on Older Adult Ministries

So who invites who to the 
intergenerational dance is 
not an either/or question.  
Let’s take the responsible 
risk to reach out to each 
other with that invitation 

to dance together, to 
conversation that softens 

our defenses and allows us 
to dance joyfully together.

Insights Insights
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s I travel around our Greater Northwest 
Area, there are always inspiring stories of 
transformation that I encounter.  From the 
Rev. Steve Ross in Oregon-Idaho there 
is the uplifting story of Vale United Meth-
odist Church in Oregon.  The church 
went without a pastor for a period of 
time as they waited on an appointed 
Elder from abroad to wade through 

the Visa process to get into the U.S.  
But the church took seriously their need to reach out to its mis-

sion field - and a few of the UMW elderly women decided to reach 
out to the local high school near the church.  They wondered what 
they could do to make a difference at the school.  They realized 
that some of the sports programs did not attract many fans, such 
as the women’s volleyball team.  So in an effort to support them, 
members of the UMW decided to attend their games.

They would attend every home game, cheer for the team, and 
provide snacks for the players.  As unlikely a pairing as this may 
seem, the two groups bonded, and the UMW women became 
passionate fans of the volleyball team.  Likewise, the volleyball 

editor’s note: Bishop Grant J. 
Hagiya is graciously filling in for 
Conference Lay Leader, Joan Holms’ 
column this month in Channels!  
Our Bishop has provided a special 
reflection for our laity and for the role 
they have in supporting their local 
church and community.  Enjoy!

Bishop Grant J. Hagiya serves as the Bishop of the Greater Northwest Area
Visit greaternw.org for a link to this article as well as information on

The Greater Northwest Episcopal Area (Alaska, Pacific Northwest, Oregon-Idaho)

By Bishop gRant J. hagiya
Photos by WikiMedia coMMons

athletes loved the UMW women, and a bond formed between 
them. It is the start of what can be a life transforming process for 
two unlikely groups of people, but gives testimony to the power of 
the ministry of Jesus Christ.  

Also, during this time without a pastor, the church grew in wor-
ship attendance from 28 to 40!  New people started to come to the 
church in its response to reach out to its mission field.  

As we continue to ask our local churches to engage their mis-
sion fields, what new community groups can you engage?  Where 
can you make a difference in the lives of secular people all around 
you?  How can you extend the love of the church in your neigh-
borhood and community? 

Blessings,

connect With Your neighbors D1091
Three things are necessary to connect with your neighbors.  You need to know who they 

are, what they need, and how to welcome them, but first and most important of all you need 
to want to get to know them.  This DVD helps you explore your community to find and build 
relationships with the people God has given you (your neighbors).

E-mail Ellen Johanson at ejohanson@pnwumc.org to reserve this resource, today! 

Insights Insights
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centering Prayer K1003
Centering prayer is an ancient Christian discipline that is part of contemplative prayer. It is a silent practice that 

may move individuals into a profound relationship with God.  If you have ever felt like your prayer life is routine, 
dry, lifeless, or consists mainly of requesting things of God, learning this personal spiritual discipline may bring 
new insight and growth to your prayer life and result in a deeper connection with God.  The kit contains a Center-
ing Prayer workbook, prayer cards, two audio CDs and 6 DVDs. Recommended time for this is about 20 minutes 
twice a day. While this is an individual prayer practice, there are national organizations that sponsor retreats 
and web resources that can connect individual practitioners with others who practice Contemplative Prayer.

E-mail Ellen Johanson at ejohanson@pnwumc.org to reserve this resource, today!

any years ago on Ash Wednesday, a pastor 
asked, “What is one thing that is prevent-
ing you from having a closer relationship 
with God?” It proved to be a timely ques-
tion for me and I identified something I 
needed to change in my life in order to 

grow closer to God. I now take the opportunity to ask that ques-
tion of myself every year during Lent. 

This year, as I consider the question, I keep thinking of a cur-
rent car commercial in which the actor celebrates the American 
virtue of hard work. The commercial touts unlike Europeans who 
take the whole month of August off from work, we Americans only 
take two weeks a year. We went to the moon and left a car there 
with the keys in it, because “we are the only ones going back.” 
We’re proud of the fact that we work hard and rest little. 

So we win, right? 
In some ways, the church is no different. We celebrate the 

person who spends great amounts of time caring for the building, 
leading committees, and volunteering in the community. These 
are all great things that we do. But if we’re not careful we can 
harm ourselves with our continual activity and not realize it until 
we burn out. 

During this season of Lent I have joined a small group of 
people who have committed to practice a rule of life. The “rule” 
includes things like, weekly worship, daily prayer and scripture 

editor’s note:  PNW Conference Lay Leader, Joan 
Holms has stepped in to write for our Bishop’s column this 
month in Channels!  Here, Holms provides some ideas to 
consider on managing the ‘work’ of the church while being 
spiritually fed so we may take steps in developing a closer 
relationship with God.  Happy reading! 

Joan Holms serves as the Conference lay leader for the PNWUMC.

reading, observing Sabbath, gathering for meals to build commu-
nity...the list goes on – and my first reaction was, “This is a lot of 
stuff I will need to do.”  Added to an already busy schedule, I felt 
overwhelmed before I even began. 

It was only when I met with the others who were consider-
ing this practice that I remembered this was something that was 
meant to feed me, not burden me. I realized that community sup-
port and sharing it would be a joy, not a burden. 

So often, when life gets busy and not everything can get done, 
it is the tasks that feed us that are the first to go. This goes back to 
that work ethic we learn from society. We don’t allow ourselves to 
have fun, find joy, build community, until all the work is done. Un-
fortunately, the work is never all done. But it will still be there when 
we return. So why not grab onto this opportunity to do something 
counter-cultural? At least, counter to the culture in which I live. I 
think this is exactly the culture that the church should promote. 

So what have I identified as the thing that keeps me from hav-
ing a closer relationship with God? This year, it is constant busy-
ness. I will spend more time just spending time with God and with 
loved ones. I am living into this “rule” while remembering there are 
no hard and fast rules.  

Be the Hope,

Joan

 

By Joan holMs  Photo By Jesse n. love
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By douglas feRguson

editor’s note:
Douglas Ferguson,

a young adult within the
PNW Conference is
guest writing for the

Rev. Paul Graves this month!  

Ferguson spots a light
on our squabbles as

a church and the impact
on both older adults
and young people.  

As we move towards
a future that may involve

less- or no-church,
how can we work together 
to be the embodiment of 

faith that is multicultural and 
multigenerational, today?

How can we be
more relevant?

older adults say they welcome young adults,
but when it comes to changing our church service

to be more welcoming…how willing are we?

Younger adults say they have new ideas,
but are they willing to listen and learn from

the experiences of older adults before brushing them off?

are we truly willing to learn from each other?
are we willing to try out others’ ideas instead dismissing them?

are we able to listen?
not politely hear others, but truly hear them out?

are we willing to act on some of their suggestions?
Be they younger or older?

are we called to have a worship service that we like,
or are we called to create a worship environment

that draws in and welcomes un-churched visitors?

are we willing to sing songs that are new to us?
Hymns?  Praise songs?  contemporary music?

are we willing to do church together… independent of age?
Worship together?  minister together?

form small groups together?
evangelize together?  serve others together?

When is a young adult not a young adult?
When is an older adult an elder?

shouldn’t we listen intently to our youth
because they are our future?

shouldn’t we listen to the voice, wisdom, 
and experience of our elders?

shouldn’t we listen to our young adults’ ideas
and embrace their energy?

“Generational” divisiveness is causing countless local church-
es to die a slow death, and as a result the larger church body 

is withering.  If the church of the future is no church at all, 
then all of our current arguments become instantly superficial.

a life Worthy 
of the gospel D4758

How do Christians think 
and act faithfully in a com-
plex and often ambiguous 
world? What models from 
scripture and church history 
might help us to live “lives 
worthy of the Gospel” in the 
21st century?

Join noted ethicist, Dr. 
Sondra Wheeler, in an ex-
ploration of a Christian way 
of living, how Scripture is 
the story that forms us and 
what we can learn from our 
various religious traditions 
revealed in theology of Au-
gustine, Luther and Wesley. 

Tom Ferguson of Colby 
UMC used this resource 
and said, “Our group re-
ally enjoyed the videos and 
were asking for more from 
Dr. Wheeler. It was an ex-
cellent study.”

E-mail Ellen Johanson at 
ejohanson@pnwumc.org to 
reserve this resource, today!

Insights Insights

’ve always been an old soul, and in this way the church has al-
ways fit me well. One thing I love about the UMC is the sheer 
diversity of theological dialogue within our denomination.  While 
we have one Book of Discipline, our church doctrine is formed 
through the evolving compromise of many different perspectives.  
Yet now more than ever, we are a house divided - on a range of is-
sues. However, the biggest controversy of all is how these internal 
debates are distracting us from our higher calling.

Our division is causing people to leave the church.  So it’s time 
to start bridging some gaps. One age-old gap in particular is the 
“age-gap” itself.  “Generational” divisiveness is causing count-
less local churches to die a slow death, and as a result the larger 
church body is withering.  If the church of the future is no church 
at all, then all of our current arguments become instantly superfi-
cial.  As I’ve aged, I’ve realized that I have few to no answers by 
myself.  United as we still are, we can find real solutions through 
intergenerational dialogue.  And while I am short on answers, I do 

have some questions for all of us to consider to possibly help lessen the gap between 
younger and older adults (see next page).

I have been involved in this conference most of my life, but I’m not a youth, young adult, 
older adult, or elder by PNW conference standards.  Admittedly, my perspective is still on 
the younger side of things at this point, but at the age of 35 it really shouldn’t be.  How are 
we, together, going to grow the church again?  Perhaps we’ll get there through the process 
of answering some very tough questions. 
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• extension Pastors 
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training @ tBd.  See 
www.pnwumc.org for 
updates.

13 14 15 16 17 18
• good friday 

(conference office is 
closed
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• easter
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• Board of Discipleship 
@ tBd.  See www.
pnwumc.org for 
updates.
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• conference council 
on Young adult 
ministry @ tBd.  See 
www.pnwumc.org for 
updates.

27 28 29 30 1 2 3

• campus ministry spring retreat @ lazy f

• conference council on Youth ministries @ renton 
first umc

• make it Happen: faith, Hope, love in action – 2014 
assembly @ Kentucky international convention 
center

• campus ministry 
spring retreat @ 
lazy f

• conference council 
on Youth ministries @ 
renton first umc

• make it Happen: faith, 
Hope, love in action 
– 2014 assembly @ 
Kentucky international 
convention center

• engaging the mission field, church for all People @ PnWumc

• PnW cabinet @ PnWumc

“Icon of the Resurrection” courtesy of Wikipedia, bit.ly/OqMa82
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aldersgate umc
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• Board of laity @ 
pnWuMc

11 12 13
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Worship team @ 
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• Board of Discipleship 

@ pnWuMc
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• certified lay minister 
training cycle D 
(eastside) @ moran 
uMc
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25 26
• memorial Day 

(conference office is 
closed) 
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• creating congregational cultures of generosity @ 
moran umc

• april 16-18: Dreamscape | awaken the Voice @ 
grünewald guild

• clergy transitions Workshop @ red lion - 
Portland airport

• transitions Workshop - clergy @ tBd.  See www.
pnwumc.org for updates.

• conVo @ university 
of Puget sound

• Dreamscape | awaken 
to your inner Voice @ 
grünewald guild

• PnW cabinet @ PnWumc

• conVo @ university of Puget sound


